
ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
8:30 a.m. Outdoor Service August 24, 2025 

Listen at 106.9 FM 

Welcome   
(Blue offering boxes are on the back table.) 

Oh How Good It Is; Jesus There’s No One Like You; Is He Worthy 

Time of Prayer 

Prayer Response: I Stand in Awe 

Scripture Reading:  
Acts 4:36-37 Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means “son of 

encouragement”), sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it at the apostles’ feet. 

Acts 9:26-27 When he came to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples, but they were all afraid of him, not 
believing that he really was a disciple. But Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles. He told them how 

Saul on his journey had seen the Lord and that the Lord had spoken to him, and how in Damascus he had 
preached fearlessly in the name of Jesus. 

Acts 11:22-24 News of this reached the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. When he 
arrived and saw what the grace of God had done, he was glad and encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord 

with all their hearts. He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a great number of people were 
brought to the Lord. 

Acts 15:36-39 Some time later Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us go back and visit the believers in all the 
towns where we preached the word of the Lord and see how they are doing.” Barnabas wanted to take John, also 
called Mark, with them, but Paul did not think it wise to take him, because he had deserted them in Pamphylia 
and had not continued with them in the work. They had such a sharp disagreement that they parted company. 

Barnabas took Mark and sailed for Cyprus. 

Life of the Church 

Greeting One Another 
(Children Grades PreK through 1st Grade are released for Children's Church. Blue offering boxes are on the back table.) 

Sermon: The Ministry of Encouragement  
Pastor Randy Craker 

The Servant Song 

Benediction 

Scripture Reader: Tracy Taylor 

Musicians: 
Angelina Dowling, Indi Knapp vocals; Caleb Hilsher, guitar; 

Kevin Dibble, piano & vocals; Dianna Clem, flute; Jon Hutmire, cajon 



WELCOME TO THE HOUGHTON WESLEYAN CHURCH. The Psalmist proclaims, “The Lord is great…and he is high 
above all the people…Exalt the Lord our God, and worship…for the Lord our God is holy” (Psalm 99:2, 9). We worship 
today to acknowledge that God is great and holy, that we are his people and that we owe our lives to him. Through music, 
prayer, Scripture reading, and the proclaimed word we have an opportunity to experience the grace of God in Christ. 
 
PREACHING SERIES: We have looked at the life of Andrew, the often-overlooked disciple who when he's talked about is 
bringing someone to Jesus. Then we met John who needed the transforming work of Jesus in his life. This led him to 
become the “beloved disciple.” This Sunday we will look at a character found in the book of Acts, Barnabas, the 
encourager. This is a man who made a difference by the life he chose to live.  
 
THIS MORNING, FOLLOWING WORSHIP: Last week’s post-worship informational meetings provided a Q&A for 
congregation members to learn more about our imminent building project and additional fundraising needs. Following both 
services today, church members are asked to approve by vote some additional potential borrowing, but only if necessary to 
complete the project. After the 8:30 a.m. outdoor worship, the brief meeting will be in the Community Room and after the 
10:00 a.m. worship service, the meeting will be in the sanctuary. Thank you for your presence and input for this decision. 
 
NEXT SUNDAY MORNING: Join us for either the 8:30 a.m. outdoor worship or the 11:00 a.m. indoor 
worship/streaming. Note that next Sunday our later service moves to 11:00 a.m. 
 
UPCOMING WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
     August 31 – September 28: 8:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship / 11:00 a.m. Indoor Worship/Streaming 
     September 7: 9:45 a.m. Discipleship Hour restarts 
 
ICE CREAM KICK-OFF: Today at 3:00, come enjoy ice cream and gobs of toppings. The church will provide 
everything. Young and old, student or not, everyone come and enjoy this summer opportunity to connect and 
fellowship with each other and newcomers. Please use the south driveway to enter and park. 
 
ALL-CHURCH ASSESSMENT REPORT: At 4:30 pm today, join everyone in the sanctuary for the anticipated report of 
the Next Step Church Services (NCS). As part of our pastoral transition process, NCS Executive Director Lonnie Bullock 
returns to share what his team found were our strengths and what we need to strengthen. If you cannot attend in person and 
would like to receive a link at a later date, please email the church office at office@hwchurch.org or call and leave a 
message with your contact information. 
 
HWC KIDS 

• Nursery (both services) and Children's Church (early service) will continue through the summer.  
• This week in Children's Church, kids learn about how God spoke to the prophet Jeremiah at the potter's house.  

BIG IDEA: God takes the time to forgive. BIBLE: Jeremiah 18:1–10; Hebrews 12:18–29  
• August Memory Verse: “He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the human heart.” 

— Ecclesiastes 3:11a (NIV)  
• Kids Connect for all ages starts on Sunday, September 7th at 9:45 a.m.. Watch your mailboxes for class 

information, information update links, and more.  
 
STEWARDSHIP: Budget Needed: $199,262.34 / Monies Received: $179,299.81  
 
CONNECTING: If you are not currently receiving either a text or email for Pastor Randy’s weekly letter, please contact 
the church office (567-2264/office@hwchurch.org) and we will update your information. 
 
PRAYER CONCERNS: for all who are grieving; for those with health concerns: John Aina (Josie Adenuga’s dad), Nathan 
Danner, Kristen Massey, Mike Mathiason (Doug Mayhle’s colleague), Doug Melton (Sharon Johnson’s uncle), David 
Mercer, David Pullen, Jane Allen, Terry Ayers, James Bates, Scarlett Gildemeister, Bruce Hess, Linda Leax, Jane Roeske, 
Gary Wickard, Beth Pocock, Paul and Linda Roth, Kim Pegula, Karen Gaerte, Cameron Green, Vangie Grant, Dan and 
Sarah Gurley, Chelsea Ellis, Mark Mayhle, Jeshu, Kurtis, and Eliyah Perry, Reuben Samuels, Emily Crikelair; for 
displaced refugees throughout the world; for protection, wisdom and peace in Ukraine, the Middle East, and other war torn 
places; for North Collins Wesleyan Church, North Collins, NY, and for Pastor Jordan Kizewski. 
 

mailto:office@hwchurch.org


Oh How Good It Is 
Oh how good it is 
When the family of God 
Dwells together in spirit 
In faith and unity. 
 
Where the bonds of peace, 
Of acceptance and love 
Are the fruit of His presence 
Here among us. 
 
So with one voice we'll sing to the Lord 
And with one heart we'll live out His word 
Till the whole earth sees 
The Redeemer has come 
For He dwells in the presence of His people. 
 
Oh how good it is 
On this journey we share 
To rejoice with the happy 
And weep with those who mourn. 
For the weak find strength 
The afflicted find grace 
When we offer the blessing 
Of belonging. 
 
Oh how good it is 
To embrace His command 
To prefer one another 
Forgive as He forgives. 
When we live as one 
We all share in the love 
Of the Son with the Father 
And the Spirit. 
 
Jesus There’s No One Like You 
There is no song we could sing 
To honor the weight of Your glory 
There are no words we could speak 
To capture the depth of Your beauty 
 
Jesus, there's no one like You 
Jesus, we love You, ever adore You 
There's no one like You 
Jesus, we love You, ever adore You, Lord 
 
There is no sinner beyond 
The infinite stretch of Your mercy 
How can we thank You enough 
For how You have loved us completely? 
 
Jesus, there's no one like You 
Jesus, we love You, ever adore You 
There's no one like You 
Jesus, we love You, ever adore You 
There's no one like You 
Jesus, we love You, ever adore You 

There's no one like You 
Jesus, we love You, ever adore You, Lord 
 
All we have, all we need 
All we want is You 
All we have, all we need 
All we want is You 
All we have, oh, all we need 
All we want is You 
 
Jesus, there's no one like You 
Jesus, we love You, ever adore You 
There's no one like You 
Jesus, we love You, ever adore You, Lord 
 
Is He Worthy  
Do you feel the world is broken? 
(We do) 
Do you feel the shadows deepen? 
(We do) 
But do you know that all the dark won't 
Stop the light from getting through? 
(We do) 
Do you wish that you could see it all made new? 
We do) 
 
Is all creation groaning? 
(It is) 
Is a new creation coming? 
(It is) 
Is the glory of the Lord to be the light within our midst? 
(It is) 
Is it good that we remind ourselves of this? 
(It is) 
 
Is anyone worthy? Is anyone whole? 
Is anyone able to break the seal and open the scroll? 
The Lion of Judah who conquered the grave 
He was David's root and the Lamb who died to ransom the 
slave 
Is He worthy? Is He worthy? 
Of all blessing and honor and glory 
Is He worthy of this? 
He is 
 
Does the Father truly love us? (He does) 
Does the Spirit move among us? (He does) 
And does Jesus, our Messiah hold forever those He loves? 
(He does) 
Does our God intend to dwell again with us? (He does) 
 
Is anyone worthy? 
Is anyone whole?  
Is anyone able to break the seal and open the scroll? 
The Lion of Judah who conquered the grave 
He is David's root and the Lamb who died to ransom the slave 
 



From every people and tribe 
Every nation and tongue 
He has made us a kingdom and priests to God 
To reign with the Son 
 
Is He worthy? Is He worthy? 
Of all blessing and honor and glory 
Is He worthy? Is He worthy? 
Is He worthy of this? 
 
He is! 
Is He worthy? Is He worthy? 
He is! 
He is! 
 
I Stand In Awe 
You are beautiful beyond description 
Too marvelous for words 
Too wonderful for comprehension 
Like nothing ever seen or heard 
 
Who can grasp Your infinite wisdom? 
Who can fathom the depth of Your love? 
You are beautiful beyond description 
Majesty, enthroned above 
 
And I stand, I stand in awe of You 
I stand, I stand in awe of You 
Holy God, to whom all praise is due 
I stand in awe of You 
 
The Servant Song  
Will you let me be your servant,  
let me be as Christ to you;  
pray that I may have the grace to  
let you be my servant, too.  
 
We are pilgrims on a journey,  
we are trav'lers on the road;  
we are here to help each other  
walk the mile and bear the load.  
 
I will hold the Christ-light for you  
in the night-time of your fear;  
I will hold my hand out to you,  
speak the peace you long to hear.  
 
I will weep when you are weeping;  
when you laugh I'll laugh with you.  
I will share your joy and sorrow  
'til we've seen this journey through.  
 
Will you let me be your servant,  
let me be as Christ to you;  
pray that I may have the grace to  
let you be my servant, too.  
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