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Dear Houghton Church Friends,

This Sunday, August 24, is an important day in the life of our church. Last week, meetings after both services provided a
Q&A to learn more about out building project and additional fundraising needs.

Following both services this week, church members will be asked to vote to approve some additional potential borrowing,
but only if necessary to complete the project. Please plan to be present at one or the other short meetings. After the 8:30 a.m.
outdoor worship, the brief meeting will be in the Community Room and after the 10:00 a.m. worship service, the meeting
will be in the sanctuary.

This week we complete our summer worship schedule, shown below. Starting August 31, we return to our 8:30 a.m. and
11:00 a.m. worship schedule.

Note the schedule for the day, including the afternoon activities.
8:30 a.m. — Outdoor Service (brief meeting after in the Community Room for members’ voting)

10:00 a.m. —Indoor Service (streaming) (brief meeting after in sanctuary for members’ voting)

3:00 p.m. Ice Cream KICK-OFF (How much can you eat, with toppings? Welcome our newly arriving academy and
university students and enjoy connecting!)

4:30 p.m. Rev Lonnie Bullock, Executive Director of the Next Step Church Services (NCS) will bring the results
of our church-wide assessment completed in May as part of our pastoral transition process. We participated in nearly
100 interviews and 150 surveys. What are the results? Please come hear about our strengths and what needs
strengthening! Can’t be there? Here is the link to the Church-wide Assessment Report. Private broadcasts require
you to enter a 'passcode' between the start and end times of the broadcast. Call the church office for the passcode.
Everyone is welcome.

Sunday Worship: There is a lot going on in our church this weekend. I trust you will take part in the many events of
Sunday. The day begins with our worship of God which is a time to pause and give thanks, reflect on our journey, and find
hope and help as we walk the Jesus Way.

Previously, I've invited you to look at the life of Andrew, the often overlooked disciple who when he's talked about is
bringing someone to Jesus. Then we met John who needed the transforming work of Jesus in his life which led him to
become the beloved disciple. This Sunday we will look at a character found in the book of Acts, Barnabas, the encourager.
Join us for a look at a man who made a difference by the life he chose to live. Whether you are part of the outdoors or
sanctuary service gathering, or a faithful online participant, I look forward to being with you.

HWC Kids:

e Nursery (both services) and Children's Church (early service) will continue through the summer.

e This week in Children's Church, kids learn about how God spoke to the prophet Jeremiah at the potter's house.
BIG IDEA: God takes the time to forgive.
BIBLE: Jeremiah 18:1-10; Hebrews 12:18-29

e August Memory Verse: “He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the human
heart.” — Ecclesiastes 3:11a (NIV)

e Kids Connect for all ages starts on Sunday, September 7th at 9:45a.m.. Watch your mailboxes for class

information, information update links, and more.


https://venue.streamspot.com/event/NTk1MTMzMg==

Church Finances:

e Here are the giving totals for this fiscal year to date, June 2025 — May 2026
Budget Needed: $199,262.34 Monies Received: $179,299.81

e Building Project:

Initial fundraising goal $250,000
Addit'l project cost (est.) 120,000
Revised need 370,000

Gifts received $230,067

Pledges outstanding 25,450
Raised to date 255,517
Addit'l fund raising goal $114,483

Thank you for your generosity that enables us to serve one another and others. With the newest goals recently
shared regarding the building project, consider whether you might extend your contribution above your normal
budget-related giving.

In addition to giving through the blue boxes or during the offering time in our worship services, you are invited
to use online giving or to drop off or mail your check to the church (P.O. Box 127, Houghton, NY 14744).

e Financial accounting: If you would like to see any church financial information, contact the church office.

Streaming: Send your comments, ideas, or words of gratitude about the streaming to streaming@hwchurch.org.

If you have questions, concerns, or needs, please let us know. Do not hesitate to contact us at 585-567-2264 or
office@hwchurch.org.

Our staff members continue to pray that God’s mercy and grace will encourage, strengthen, and lead you.

Pastor Randy Craker
Interim Pastor
randallcraker@gmail.com

P.O.Box 127, HoucHTON, NY 14744-0127 + (585) §67-2264 + WWW.HWCHURCH.ORG


https://www.hwchurch.org/giving/
mailto:streaming@hwchurch.org
mailto:office@hwchurch.org

