August 5, 2025

Dear Houghton Church Friends,

This Sunday, August 10, we vary our normal schedule. There is no 8:30 a.m. service. Instead, the 10:00
a.m. service will be Outdoor Worship. The service will be streamed, and a radio broadcast will be
available for all who desire to remain in a vehicle. Our annual all-church barbecue follows the service.
The church will provide meat and table service. We ask you to bring a couple of dishes to share. You are
also invited to bring lawn chairs (perhaps for both the service and the picnic) or a blanket to sit on in case
we run out of table space at the picnic. We will have some games for children. In the case of inclement
weather, the picnic will be moved inside.

NOTE: 10:00 a.m. — Outdoor Worship (streaming)

Sunday Worship: On Sunday, as we all gather outdoors, I want to look with you at the story of
Andrew. He is a behind the scenes disciple who often gets overlooked in the Jesus story. But his role
was vital! [ want to celebrate modern Andrews, people who in daily, faithful ways contribute to the work
of God in homes, schools, community activities, workplaces, and around the church. You may not think
what you do is vital, but God is working in you and through you.

HWC Kids:

e This week in Children's Church (during the 10:00 a.m. service). Kids will hear God's message
to the prophet Isaiah about how to worship. BIG IDEA: We can seek God any time.
BIBLE: Isaiah 1:1, 10-20; Hebrews 11:1-3, 6

e Next Kids Club is Saturday the 16th from 9:30-11:00am!

e  Children's Church — Do you want to join our team and spend time with the coolest kids
around? We are looking for a few people to cover Children's Church for BOTH the early and
late services this fall. Would you be willing to take one or two Sundays a month to serve our
little ones for about 30 minutes? We provide the Bible lesson, activities, snacks, and
more! You provide the love and nurture! Contact Emily at kidsmin@hwchurch.org.

e August Memory Verse: “He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity
in the human heart.” — Ecclesiastes 3:11a (NIV)

Musical Memories Café this Friday, August 8 from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. in the Community
Room. Questions or to register (no later than 4 days prior to the event) call Office
for the Aging at 585-268-9390.

Church Finances:
e Here are the giving totals for this fiscal year to date, June 2025 — May 2026
Budget Needed: $164,608.02 Monies Received: $134,166.29

e Building Project:

Fundraising Goal: $250,000
Gifts Received: $229,803
Pledges Outstanding: $ 25,500

TOTAL $255,303


mailto:kidsmin@hwchurch.org

Thank you for your generosity that enables us to serve one another and others.

In addition to giving during our worship services, you are invited to contribute through online
giving or to drop off or mail your check to the church (P.O. Box 127, Houghton, NY 14744).

Financial Accounting: If you would like to see any church financial information, contact the church
office.

Streaming: Send your comments, ideas, or words of gratitude about the streaming to
streaming@hwchurch.org.

If you have questions, concerns, or needs, please let us know. Do not hesitate to contact us at 585-567-2264
or office@hwchurch.org.

Our staff members continue to pray that God’s mercy and grace will encourage and strengthen you.

Pastor Randy Craker
Interim Pastor
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