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SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
10:00AM JUNE 22, 2025

Prelude: Wonderful Words of Life ...........cccoeviviiiiianann.n. arr. Wilbur Held

*Call to Worship (from Romans 8)
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship
or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword?
As it is written: “For your sake we face death all day long;
we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.
For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor
demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither
height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

*Hymn 42: To God Be the Glory
Life of the Church
Children’s Sermon: God Comforts Me

*Songs of Adoration: Song of My Heart; Hymn of Heaven; Remember
(Offering will be received during the first song)

Prayer of Confession
Almighty God, you love us, but we are often hesitant to love you.
You call to us, but we are often hesitant to listen. We walk away
from Your righteousness and from our neighbors in need, consumed
in our own interests and concerns. God of grace, help us to admit
our sin, so that as You come to us in mercy and with grace, we may
repent, turn to you, and receive forgiveness; through Jesus Christ
our Redeemer, who has promised that if we confess our sins, He will
indeed forgive our sins. Amen.

Time of Prayer
Prayer Response: Weep with Me

Scripture Reading: Romans 5:1-5
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

*Song: Blessed Be Your Name
Greeting One Another
Sermon: The Link Between Suffering and Hope

Pastor Jon Cole and Ernie Lipscomb

*Hymn 444 When Peace Like a River



*Benediction

*Postlude: Psalm 19: The Heavens are Telling ... ... ........ Benedetto Marcello

*Please stand if able  Acolyte: Micah Mulema Scripture Reader: Emily Spateholts

Musicians:
Indigo Knapp, Grayson Cox, vocals; Alison Young Reusser, guitar & vocals;
Amanda Cox, piano & vocals; Dianna Clem, flute; Kevin Dibble, keyboard,;
Steve Olsen, bass; Dan Zambrano, cajon

WELCOME TO THE HOUGHTON WESLEYAN CHURCH. Each day
we face the struggles of living in a fallen world and are acutely aware of the
need for God’s presence and help in each of our lives. We gather today to
remember all that God has done and all that He has promised to do and to
worship Him for who He is.

NEXT SUNDAY MORNING Dr. Paul Young, Professor of Psychology,
Emeritus, Houghton University, will preach.

HWC KIDS

¢ Nursery (both services) and Children's Church (early service) will continue
through the summer.

e June Memory Verse: "It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but
on every word that comes from the mouth of God.”” — Matthew 4:4 (NIV)

o This week in our digital curriculum and in Children's Church, kids hear
how God appeared to Elijah to comfort him. BIG IDEA: God comforts me.
BIBLE: 1 Kings 19:9b-18; 2 Corinthians 1:3-7

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE

June 22 — August 24

8:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship

10:00 a.m. Indoor/Streaming Worship
August 10

10:00 a.m. Outdoor Worship/Pig Roast and Picnic
August 31 — October 28

8:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship

11:00 a.m. Indoor/Streaming Worship
September 7

9:45 a.m. Discipleship Hour restarts

STEWARDSHIP
Budget Needed: $43,317.90 Monies Received: $ 34,238.66



VBS August 4-7 (6:00 to 8:00 p.m.) at Fillmore Wesleyan
brought to you by Fillmore and Houghton Wesleyan.

Participant Registration:
https://hwc.breezechms.com/form/035e873815 or

Volunteer Registration:
https://hwc.breezechms.com/form/035e87381555 or

MISSION MOMENT-- Jim &Karen Szymanski — SIM-USA Jim’s book,
Help in Hardship, has been published; his Old Testament devotional is com-
plete and please pray for Jim’s work on a New Testament devotional. Pray for
Nigerian friends who face daily attacks or martyrdom for their Christian faith;
theological books sent to Nigeria last year are being used in two Bible schools
where persecution is intense. Please pray for Karen’s knee replacement recov-
ery and Jim’s severe back pain to be resolved so they can travel as needed.

PERSECUTED CHURCH-- CHINA: The Chinese Communist Party (CCP),
released a plan on May 7 mandating Protestant churches to alter their worship
music to include songs and lyrics praising communism, according to Christian
Daily International (CDI). In recent years, the nation has pursued a policy of
Sinicization, a plan that seeks to elevate current CCP ideologies such as social-
ism and communism over God. While China is an open persecutor of Christi-
anity, Sinicization may be seen as a more insidious way of attacking Christ
followers from inside the church. For many Christians, especially those who
are new to the faith, redirecting their precious faith and devotion away from
Christ and to a political party is a sorrowful thing and nothing short of tragic.
Please keep our Chinese brothers and sisters in your prayers.

PRAYER CONCERNS: for all who are grieving; for all with health con-
cerns: David Mercer, David Pullen, Jane Allen, Terry Ayers, James Bates,
Scarlett Gildemeister, Bruce Hess, Linda Leax, Jane Roeske, Gary Wickard,
Beth Pocock, Paul and Linda Roth, Kim Pegula, Karen Gaerte, Cameron
Green, Vangie Grant, Dan and Sarah Gurley, Chelsea Ellis, Mark Mayhle,
Jeshu, Kurtis, and Eliyah Perry, Reuben Samuels, Emily Crikelair; for our
church and leadership during our preparation for the arrival on August 3 of
Rev. Randy (and Robbie) Craker, our interim pastor; for the Wesleyan Church
of Hamburg, South Creek Campus, Eden, NY (Pastor Trevor Kaufman).
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