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PENTECOST SUNDAY
11:00AM JUNE 8, 2025

Prelude: Variations on “Veni Creator” Maurice Duruflé

Call to Worship
Breathe upon us, Holy Spirit,
and inspire our thoughts and actions.
Stir in our hearts, Holy Spirit,
and fill us with energy to spread joy in the world.
Strengthen us, Holy Spirit,
and move us to bring hope to those in despair.
Breathe in us, Holy Spirit,
and make us agents of your redemptive power in our world,
that all may know your mercy and your love.

*Hymn 335 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
Life of the Church
Celebration of Ministry: Video
2nd Grade Sunday School Recognition

*Songs of Adoration: Holy Spirit; Do it Again; Doxology
(Song sheets available in the foyer; offering will be received during the first song)

Prayer of Confession
Heavenly Father, we invite Your Spirit to minister to our hearts, to give
us courage to admit when we are wrong, and to motivate us to seek
forgiveness from all who have been hurt by our sinful ways. Forgive our
stubbornness, our arrogance, and our apathy toward You and toward
others. Open our eyes to the truth of our frailty and fallibility. Descend
upon us with the grace and truth of Your Holy Spirit to enable us to
come honestly into Your presence that we might believe, know, and live
in the promise of Your forgiveness. It is through Christ we pray. Amen.

Time of Prayer
Prayer Response: O My Soul (Remember)
Scripture Reading: Joshua 1:1-9
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!
Greeting One Another

Sermon: What Now?
Dr. Michael Jordan



The Lord’s Supper Breathe on Me, Breath of God (Hymn 336)
He’s Always Been Faithful
Goodness of God

*Benediction

*Postlude: Toccata on “Veni Creator” Maurice Duruflé

*Please stand if able ~ Acolyte: Sarah Spateholts  Scripture Reader: Pastor Jon Cole

Musicians:
Josey Ikker, Luke Ogden, vocals;
Christopher Moeller, guitar; Amanda Cox, piano & vocals; David Clem, viola;
Jan Schilke, keyboard; Steve Olsen, bass; Dan Zambrano, cajon

WELCOME TO THE HOUGHTON WESLEYAN CHURCH. Worship is a
privilege that allows us to acknowledge the glory of God, to hear God speak into
our community, to commit ourselves to one another in love, and to affirm that
God is our loving, merciful heavenly Father. In our worship today, on this Pen-
tecost Sunday, may God help us turn our attention to Him with all of our heart,
soul, mind, and strength.

NEXT SUNDAY MORNING Dr. Andy Walton will be preaching. Please
note that the outdoor services begin and the indoor/streaming service is at
10:00 a.m.

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE

June 15 — August 24
8:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship
10:00 a.m. Indoor/Streaming Worship
August 10
10:00 a.m. Outdoor Worship only/Pig Roast and Picnic
August 31 — October 28
8:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship
11:00 a.m. Indoor/Streaming Worship

HWC KIDS

e Final week of Kids Connect is on Sunday! Nursery and Children's Church
will continue through the summer.

e This week, kids hear how Elijah challenged the prophets of Baal and proved
God is the real god.
BIG IDEA: God hears my voice. BIBLE: 1 Kings 18:16-39; Acts 2:1-21

e June Memory Verse: "It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but
on every word that comes from the mouth of God.”” — Matthew 4:4 (NIV

e Kid's Club: Saturday, June 21st from 9:30-11:00 a.m.

e Preteen Hangout: Sunday, June 15th, 6-9 p.m., 4th-6th grade wel-
come (this will be the last one for the summer)



THIS SATURDAY, JUNE 14, CELEBRATE THE LIVES OF:
*  Paul Parks at 11:00 a.m.
*  Beth Beardsley at 6:30 p.m.

STEWARDSHIP (June 2024 — May 2025)
Budget Needed: $895,279 Budget Received: $870,068

MISSION MOMENT Leah, who serves with Wycliffe, sends praise for a 10
year anniversary of work ministry. The most exciting thing is the first Oby
Scripture translation, the book of Mark, which is ready to share. A certified
translation consultant did some final fine-tuning for accuracy and approved
their work for distribution. Pray for Oby literacy team outreach to other villag-
es, for Leah’s return to the US in mid-July then return to Asia in November.
Pray for her travels while sharing the ministry in the US. Praise that they have
not had any other security issues and thanks for continued prayer over the work
and lives in the months ahead. May the words of Jesus be true for the Oby
people as they hear the scripture for the first time in their own language.

PERSECUTED CHURCH—NIGERIA—At least 85 Christians have been
killed in a wave of coordinated attacks in Benue state, central Nigeria, during
the span of a week, as insecurity continues to escalate. Since May 2023, at least
10,217 Nigerians have been killed in violent incidents nationwide. Amnesty
International Nigeria reports that more than 6,896 of those killings occurred in
Benue state. The humanitarian consequences are mounting. Thousands of dis-
placed people are taking shelter in schools, churches, and open fields with lim-
ited access to necessities, such as clean water, food, and medical services.
Relief efforts remain sparse, and local aid providers say they are over-
whelmed. Please be in prayer for our brothers and sisters facing this persecu-
tion in Nigeria.

PRAYER CONCERNS: for all who are grieving; for all with health concerns:
Bruce Hess, Jane Allen, Jane Roeske, Gary Wickard, Linda Leax, Beth Po-
cock, Paul and Linda Roth, James Bates, Terry Ayers, Scarlett Gildemeister,
Kim Pegula, Karen Gaerte, Cameron Green, Vangie Grant, Dan and Sarah
Gurley, Chelsea Ellis, Mark Mayhle, Jeshu, Kurtis, and Eliyah Perry, Reuben
Samuels, Emily Crikelair; for protection, wisdom, and peace in the Ukraine,
Gaza, and many places of conflict; for all grieving and recovering from a
recent earthquake in Myanmar, Thailand, and surrounding countries; for
Leah’s translation work with Wycliffe and for our church and leadership dur-
ing our anticipated arrival of Rev. Randy and Robbie Craker, our interim pas-
tor; and for the ZionQuest Christian Fellowship of Cheektowaga (Pastor Kim
Gladden).
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