May 13, 2025
Dear Houghton Church Friends,

This Sunday we will gather for our regular worship schedule:
8:30 a.m. — Indoor Worship
9:45 a.m. — Discipleship Hour (Children, Youth and Adults)
11:00 a.m. — Indoor Worship Service (Streaming)

Sunday Worship: This Sunday I will preach from the Old Testament book of Ruth, asking Where Is
God When Life Turns on Us? We will receive Holy Communion in both services as well.

Music Celebration: This Sunday at 5:00pm, you are invited to a celebration of music in the church
sanctuary. This gathering will include songs by the church choir, an ensemble, a men’s quartet
and I will sing a few songs as well. This service will be streamed.

Annual Election: The Nominating Committee has put together a ballot for this year’s election of
church leaders. Sample ballots are posted in various places around the church. The online ballot
for members is now live. You may access it by using this link which will remain live until
Sunday at 12:30pm. Paper ballots will be available this Sunday in both the sanctuary and
Christian Education building foyers before and after worship services.

HWC Financial Plan: The Elders are submitting for members approval the 2025-2026 Church
Financial Plan. Copies are available at the church. You may also access the CFP by using this
link. Approval of the CFP will be one of the questions on the ballot.

HWC Kids

e This week in Kids Connect, kids learn about how God spoke to Cornelius and Peter to show
that everyone is welcome to follow Jesus. BIG IDEA: We can love like Jesus does. BIBLE:
Acts 10:1-8; 11:1-18; John 13:34-35

e May Memory Verse: “In their hearts humans plan their course, but the Lord establishes
their steps.” — Proverbs 16:9 (NIV)

e Kids Club: Saturday from 9:30-11:00am! Bring a friend for a morning of fun!

e Preteen Hangout: Sunday from 6-8pm! 6th graders, it's your first chance to join the youth
and, 4th graders, you get to join us! Hope to see you there!

Church Finances
e Here are the giving totals for the fiscal year (June 2024 — May 2025)

Budget Needed: $852,236.55 / Budget Received: $824,405.63

e Building Project:

Fundraising Goal: $250,000
Gifts Received: $218,868

Pledges Outstanding: $ 34,700

TOTAL $253,568

Remaining to Goal $ (3,568)

Thank you for your generosity that enables us to serve one another and others.


https://venue.streamspot.com/event/NTYxMzYxMA==
https://venue.streamspot.com/event/NTY3OTM4Nw==
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdMJu_sKmlYF0DXsurbPblkNt7WYAX1xSGTmOjSiNlhsbkhbQ/viewform
https://hwchurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Proposed-2025.2026-CFP.jpg

¢ In addition to giving during the offering time in our worship services, you are invited to use
online giving or to drop off or mail your check to the church (P.O. Box 127, Houghton, NY
14744).

e Ifyou would like to see any church financial information, contact the church office.

Streaming: Send your comments, ideas or words of gratitude about the streaming to
streaming(@hwchurch.org.

If you have questions, concerns or needs, do not hesitate to contact us (585-567-2264,
office@hwchurch.org, or any of us individually). If you have needs in the coming weeks,
please let us know.

You continue to be in our prayers. We pray God’s grace and comfort upon you.
Pastor Wes
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