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THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
11:00AM MAY 4, 2025

Prelude: Meditation .............c.ceeeees e e oon ... .. Maurice Duruflé
Jonathan Niemi, organ

Call to Worship (Psalm 150)

Praise the Lord.
Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty heavens.

Praise him for his acts of power; praise him for his surpassing greatness.
Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet,
praise him with the harp and lyre,

Praise him with timbrel and dancing, praise him with the strings and pipe,
Praise him with the clash of cymbals,
praise him with resounding cymbals.

Let everything that has breath praise the Lord!
Praise the Lord!

*Hymn 63 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
Life of the Church
Report from the Elders: Daryl Stevenson
Children’s Sermon: Now I See

*Songs of Adoration: Firm Foundation; Same God
(Song sheets available in the foyer; offering will be received during the first song)

Prayer of Confession
Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and too deep
to undo. Forgive what our lips tremble to name, what our hearts can no
longer bear, and what has become for us a consuming fire of judgment. Set us
free from a past that we cannot change; open to us a future in which we can
be changed by you; and grant us grace to grow more and more in your
likeness and image; through Jesus Christ who through his grace forgives us
for all of our sins. Amen

Time of Prayer
Choral Response: Lord, for Thy Tender Mercy's Sake ......attr. Richard Farrant

Scripture Reading: Deuteronomy 32:1-12
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

Song: Goodness of God

Greeting One Another

Sermon: A Portrait of God
Pastor Cindy Oden

Song of Response: On Eagles’ Wings ........................... ...arr. Mark Hayes



*Benediction

*Postlude: Allegro Vivace from Trio Sonata No. 1, BWV 525 ..............].S. Bach
*Please stand if able Acolyte: Amelia Esh  Scripture Reader: Kevin Dibble
Musicians:

Mike Cox, vocals; Evelyn Simanowski, guitar & vocals;
Amanda Cox, piano & vocals; Betsy Webb, keyboard & vocals;
Jill Jordan, violin; Steve Olsen, bass; Simon Sardina, cajon

We are grateful to Jonathan Niemi for playing organ for today’s service, and also
for his excellent work as Houghton Church’s Assistant Organist for the past year, in
which his primary responsibility has been to accompany the church choir on piano
and organ. Jonathan, a sophomore organ performance major at Houghton University,
will be transferring next fall to McGill University in Montreal. We send him off with
our gratitude, prayers, and blessings.

The rose on the pulpit is in honor of the birth of Justice Jackson “Jack" Bialek bomn
on April 18th to parents Jeremy and Julie and siblings Ali, Jair, JD. Jonah, Annalisa,
Jordan, Jacob, Judah, Joey, Jamin and Amelia. Congratulations!

WELCOME TO THE HOUGHTON WESLEYAN CHURCH. Our worship
continues to be centered in the God who raises the dead and gives hope to all
people. As resurrection people we celebrate the victory that is ours in Christ and
we offer our lives in gratitude for his love and mercy.

NEXT SUNDAY MORNING Pastor Wes will share briefly about prayer and
healing. Following this, the pastors and elders will be available to pray for all
who desire it—for yourself or for someone else. The 11:00 service will be
streamed as usual. Kids Connect is at 9:45. Youth and Adult classes are
encouraged to attend the Annual Meeting (see below).

CHURCH ASSESSMENT: Anyone 15 years or older and
who attends regularly (i.e., university students and all other
adults) can complete this survey digitally. Take a picture of this
QR code, be patient while it loads, complete anonymously the

ANNUAL MEETING: Next Sunday, May 11, 9:45am in the Community Room,
we will be gathering for our Annual Meeting of the congregation. We are
experimenting with this time when many people are already here. Adult
Discipleship classes will not meet. Children and youth classes will meet. During
this time together, brief updates will be presented from Pastor Wes, Daryl
Stevenson (Chair of the Elders), David Mercer (Treasurer), Mike Spateholts
(Facilities Stewards Chair) and Paul Young (Stewardship Committee Chair) who
will explain the 2025-2026 Community Financial Plan. There will also be an
update on the pastoral transition. This is an opportunity to get information and to
ask questions related to the various areas of our church.



STEWARDSHIP:
Budget Needed: $817.802.75 / Budget Received: $786,996.21

ANNUAL ELECTION: The Nominating Committee has put together a ballot
for this year’s election of church leader. Sample ballots are posted in various
places around the church. The election of leaders will take place on Sunday
May 18 (in person) and the week of May 12-18 (online).

HWC FINANCIAL PLAN: The Elders are submitting for members approval
the 2025-2026 Church Financial Plan. Copies are available today. You may

also access the CFP on the church website.

HWC Kids:

¢ This week, kids learn about how Saul became a follower of Jesus. BIG
IDEA: We can follow Jesus. BIBLE: Acts 9:1-20; 1 Corinthians 15:1-9

e May Curriculum - "What's Next: the Early Church" - "Puzzles don't come
with step-by-step instructions for solving them. That's what makes them so
much fun. You have to try to figure out the next best step to take. When
Jesus left Earth, his followers had to wonder the same thing — "What's
next?" In this 4-week series about the Early Church, kids will see how
Jesus' followers solved the puzzle of what to do next and the ways we can
follow in their footsteps. As kids discover what to do next, they'll learn
they can follow Jesus, pray for others, love like Jesus did, and share the
good news.

o May Memory Verse: “In their hearts humans plan their course, but the
Lord establishes their steps.” — Proverbs 16:9 (NIV)

MISSION MOMENT: Joel & Barb Trudell report that the International
Education Conference was very productive. The Lord is providing many
opportunities to help make a difference for kids who struggle to learn in
languages they don’t understand. Joel has been working with SIL African team
members to shape a communication strategy that supports SIL’s aims and
direction in Africa. Pray that the bid for the Gambian reading project is
approved and passed. This could affect whether Joel and Barb will be traveling
back and forth to Gambia for ministry there. “Thank you so much. We are very
grateful to all of you.”

PRAYER CONCERNS: for Doug Mayhle and his family at the death of his
mother, Norma Mayhle, this week and for all who are grieving; for all with
health concerns: Bruce Hess, Jane Allen, Jane Roeske, Gary Wickard, Linda
Leax, Beth Pocock, Paul and Linda Roth, James Bates, Terry Ayers, Scarlett
Gildemeister, Kim Pegula, Karen Gaerte, Cameron Green, Vangie Grant, Dan
and Sarah Gurley, Chelsea Ellis, Mark Mayhle, Jeshu, Kurtis and Eliyah Perry,
Reuben Samuels, Emily Crikelair; for protection, wisdom and peace in many
places of conflict; for all grieving and recovering from the recent earthquake in
Myanmar, Thailand and surrounding countries; for our church and the
leadership of our church as we move toward this time of pastoral transition; for
First Wesleyan Church, Bradford, PA (Pastor Terri Niver).



This morning’s prayer response is an English motet
dating from 16th century. Although English composer
Richard Farrant (1525-1580) is most commonly credited with
writing the music, it has also been attributed to Farrant’s
contemporaries Thomas Tallis and John Hilton. The text is
taken from Christian Prayers and Holy Meditations (1566)
by Henry Bull. The centuries-old choral setting effectively
captures the timeless serenity and calm that come with
repentance, assurance of pardon, and trust in God’s abundant
mercy.

Lord, for thy tender mercy’s sake,
Lay not our sins to our charge;
But forgive that is past,

And give us grace to amend our sinful lives:
To decline from sin, and incline to virtue;
That we may walk with a perfect heart,
Before thee now and ever more.

Amen.
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