April 15, 2025

Dear Houghton Church Friends,

Palm Sunday marks the entrance into Holy Week. Here are the events of the week, including
Easter Sunday:
Thursday
6:30 p.m. — Maundy Thursday Service (Church Sanctuary)—this is contemplative
service includes, music, scripture, communion, stripping of the church and
of the extinguishing of candles.

Friday
10:00 a.m. — 6:00 p.m. — Journey to the Cross (Church Gym)—this is a come-and-go
interactive walk-through of the last hours of Jesus life.

Sunday
7:45 a.m. — Easter Baptism Service (Streaming) (Church Sanctuary)
8:30 a.m. — Easter Breakfast (Church Gym)
10:00 a.m. — Easter Worship Service (Streaming) (Church Sanctuary)

NO DISCIPLESHIP HOUR ACTIVITIES THIS WEEK

Holy Week Opportunities: This week provides an opportunity for us remember and to engage
together in the suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus. I hope that you will participate
in these opportunities as a means of experiencing more and more the grace and power of
Jesus Christ in our lives and in this world.

HWC Kids

e Families are invited to participate in all Holy Week activities including the Maundy
Thursday service and Good Friday Stations of the Cross event!

e This week in the digital lesson that will go out on Thursday, kids hear about how
Jesus died and came back to life! BIG IDEA: Jesus makes all things new. BIBLE:
Luke 24:1-12; Revelation 22:1-5

e April Memory Verse: “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ.” —2 Peter 3:18a (NIV)

e Nursery WILL be available during both services on Easter Sunday. There will be no
Children's Church or Kids Connect. Special Easter activities to use during the service
will be available on the Bible shelf at the back of the sanctuary.

e Looking ahead: Missions Weekend Kids Club, Saturday April 26th, 9:30-11am and
Preteen Hangout, Sunday April 27th, 6-8pm.

Church Finances
e Here are the giving totals for the fiscal year (June 2024 — May 2025)

Budget Needed: $783,368.95 / Budget Received: $758,134.26



e Building Project:

Fundraising Goal: $250,000
Gifts Received: $189,857

Pledges Outstanding: $ 63,350
TOTAL $253,207

Remaining to Goal $ 3,207

Thank you for your generosity that enables us to serve one another and others.

¢ In addition to giving during the offering time in our worship services, you are invited
to use online giving or to drop off or mail your check to the church (P.O. Box 127,
Houghton, NY 14744).

e Ifyou would like to see any church financial information, contact the church office.

Streaming: Send your comments, ideas or words of gratitude about the streaming to
streaming(@hwchurch.org.

If you have questions, concerns or needs, do not hesitate to contact us (585-567-2264,
office@hwchurch.org, or any of us individually). If you have needs in the coming weeks,
please let us know.

You continue to be in our prayers. We pray God’s grace and comfort upon you.
Pastor Wes
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