April 1, 2025
Dear Houghton Church Friends,

Here is our Sunday schedule:
8:30 a.m. — Indoor Worship
9:45 a.m. — Discipleship Hour (Children, Youth and Adults)
11:00 a.m. — Indoor Worship Service (Streaming)

Sunday Worship: This Sunday is the Fifth Sunday in Lent. I will preach about Seeing the Cross from the Lens of
Brokenness (Zephaniah 3:14-20).

HWC Kids

e April Kids Connect series: “Full Bloom - Spring is the season for new beginnings! Whether you're cleaning
out parts of your home or watching the flowers bloom in your garden, it's a time for new life and growth. Like
a good gardener, Jesus wanted to help cultivate the seeds of faith in his friends so they could all grow closer
to God. In this 4-week series, kids will learn all about the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus as he sowed the
seeds of new life in the world. Kids will discover that God sent Jesus to save us, Jesus understands when
we're hurting, makes all things new, and connects us to God."

e This week in Kids Connect, kids hear about how Mary anointed Jesus with perfume. BIG IDEA: God sent
Jesus to save us. BIBLE: John 12:1-8; Genesis 3:1-24

e April Memory Verse: “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” — 2 Peter
3:18a (NIV).

Easter Lilies: The Church welcomes your Easter Lilies for Easter Sunday, April 20th. We have purchased several lilies
which you may purchase for $16.00 each or you may bring your own lily to drop off at the church office by Good
Friday, April 18th. I fyou would like to purchase one or more lilies, you may use the online giving option, mail a
check to the church office (indicate Easter lilies), or drop off payment at the church office. If you wish to
purchase a lily in memory or in honor of a loved one, please email (pattystalker@hwchurch.org) or call Patty
(567-2264) with your information by Monday, April 14th. Thank you.

Church Finances
e Here are the giving totals for the fiscal year (June 2024 — May 2025)

Budget Needed: $748,935.15 / Budget Received: $726,213.37

e Building Project:

Fundraising Goal: $250,000
Gifts Received: $189,097

Pledges Outstanding: $ 63,450

TOTAL $252,547

Remaining to Goal $ (2,547)

Thank you for your generosity that enables us to serve one another and others.

¢ In addition to giving during the offering time in our worship services, you are invited to use online giving or
to drop off or mail your check to the church (P.O. Box 127, Houghton, NY 14744).
e Ifyou would like to see any church financial information, contact the church office.

Streaming: Send your comments, ideas or words of gratitude about the streaming to streaming@hwchurch.org.

If you have questions, concerns or needs, do not hesitate to contact us (585-567-2264, office@hwchurch.org, or any of us
individually). If you have needs in the coming weeks, please let us know.

You continue to be in our prayers. We pray God’s grace and comfort upon you.
Pastor Wes
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