... Houghton Wesleyan Church JoyfullylovingGod,

wholeheartedly serving others

Highlights ot

The Star on the Tree
Christ Jesus:

Who, being in very nature God,

did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage;
rather, he made himself nothing
by taking the very nature of a servant,
being made in human likeness.
And being found in appearance as a man,

he humbled himself

by becoming obedient to death—

even death on a cross!

(Philippians 2:5-8)

As I write this, I am looking out the window of my office. The snow that covered the ground for what
seemed like years has all but disappeared. It’s nice to see the grass once again, but it’s pretty desolate looking
grass, not to mention the brown and barren trees. I’'m glad that the snow is going away but it’s a bit depressing
to see what’s left.

Gazing at this scene, I am struck by something I hadn’t noticed before. There are two tall pine trees across
the street. During the winter, they are beautifully decorated with strings of lights hanging down the branches. 1
love those lights. They often inspire me on those cold winter afternoons when darkness envelopes us. What I
just noticed is that there is star on top of each tree.

I understand why the star is still there. The tree is quite tall, and it takes a mechanical lift to get up to it. I
don’t know if the plan is to take the stars down at some point when the weather is more conducive to doing so,
but I have to tell you, I’'m glad that they are still there.

As I ponder those stars and what they represent, I am struck by the contrast between the barren trees and
the stars. [ am reminded that it is into a world of brokenness and pain, into a world of oppression and struggle
that Jesus is born. I am also reminded that it is in this broken, oppressive world that Jesus lives and eventually
dies.

In this Season of Lent, we meditate upon the sacrifice of Christ. We lament. We repent. We also rejoice.
For even as we think on the sacrifice, we give thanks for God’s plan and action to redeem his creation. We
give thanks that God isn’t shy about entering into the brokenness of humanity in order to redeem humanity and
all of creation.

So, as we continue in this season of meditation upon the passion and death of Jesus, let’s give thanks for
what he has done and for what he has promised to do.

Because of Jesus,
Pastor Wes



¢ @ HoLry WEEK

WORSHIP
SCHEDULE

Palm Sunday, April 13 Children’s Palm Processional (both services)
All children are invited to participate in the procession of the palms at the begin-
ning of each service (8:30 and 11:00) on Palm Sunday, April 13th. Please meet
in the sanctuary entry way 10 minutes before the service begins.

Thursday, April 17 Maundy Thursday Service, 6:30pm

Good Friday, April 18 Journey to the Cross 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. in the Community Room
Good Friday, April 18, we are hosting a Journey to the Cross prayer event. The
church gym will be available for you to come and go at your leisure. Various
destinations will help you experience the passion of Christ. Children are welcome,
though adult supervision might make the experience most meaningful for younger
children. New elements have been added to what we have done in the past in order
to enhance your experience.

Sunday, April 20 7:45am Resurrection/Baptism Service
8:30am Easter Breakfast (Community Room)
10:00am Easter Worship Celebration

Easter Sunday Morning Church Breakfast

in the church Community Room
8:30am — following the Baptism service at 7:45am

This vear's donation breakfast is presented by the HWC youth group in order to raise money for the Youth
Group Mission Trp to Perth Australia July 3-19,
You can help by donating the following items:

Fresh Eggs, Ham, Potatoes, Apples, Bananas, Oranges, Orange Juice

Items can be left in the kitchen (eges, ham & O in the refrigerator please!) on/'betore Wednesdav. April 16th

Fresh baked quick breads and cinnamon rells may be donated by bringing them to the church on Easter
Sunday morning. Please indicate below what you will bring and return this sheet to Pastor Jon or send
him a text or email joncole@hwchurch.org

Item Quantity

Name

Thanks so much for supporting our youth!

HE




SAT APR 26:

Kids Club - 9:30am
Emily Spateholts (CE 2nd Floor)

Women's Breakfast - 9:30am
Cindy Austin (Comm Rm}

Men's Breakfast - 8am
Martin Hegeman (HU Dining Hall}

SUN APR 27:

‘u“l.l':}r'ﬂhip services - 8:30 &11am
Dr. Benjamin Hegeman, speaker

Discipleship Hour - 9:45am
Missions Fun & Facts (Comm Rm)

Youth Group - 6:00pm
Martin & Sheri Hegeman (Youth Rm)
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| The Church WELCOMES YOUR EASTER LILIES

i The Church welcomes your Easter lilies for Easter Sunday, April 20. We have purchased several lilies which you may
purchase for $16.00 each or you may bring your own lily to drop off at the sanctuary foyer by Good Friday, April

18™. If you would like to purchase one or more lilies, you may use the online giving option, mail in a check to the
church office (indicate Easter lilies), or drop off payment at the church office. If you wish to purchase a lily in
memory or in honor of a loved one, please email (pattystalker(@hwchurch.org) or call Patty (567-2264) with your
information by Monday, April 14™. Thank you.

April GROW series: "Full Bloom" - "Spring is the season for new
2 beginnings! Whether you're cleaning out parts of your home or
f ‘Lb\gﬁ“ watching the flowers bloom in your garden, it's a time for new life
) and growth. Like a good gardener, Jesus wanted to help cultivate
WEEEET T R the seeds of faith in his friends so they could all grow closer to
----- o God. In this 4-week series, kids will learn all about the life, death,

WE'.TEE ALL THIRGE CON . . .
JURTIG, MEW and resurrection of Jesus as he sowed the seeds of new life in the
{ : world. Kids will discover that God sent Jesus to save us, Jesus un-
BT GO i T 'Hl:!.'E 3 ' . .
SR L A S S GG derstands when we're hurting, makes all things new, and connects
us to God."
April Memory Verse:

BUT GROW IN THE GRACE AND
KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND
Vi SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.

- 2 PETER F:18A (NIV)
o

W

Kids Club: **note date change due to Easter** Saturday, April 26th from 9:30-11:00am - Missions
Preteen Hangout: **note date change due to Easter** Sunday, April 27, 6-8pm
Palm Sunday: On Sunday, April 13th, all children are invited to join us for the palm processional at the begin-

ning of both services. If you want to participate, please come to the back of the sanctuary 5-10 minutes before
the service.

IR
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April 2025 HWC Youth News:

Youth Group in April — Sun evenings 6-8pm — 7th — 12th

e April 6 - HWCYG talks Bible Quizzing

e April 13 — Amanda Cox speaks at YG!

e April 20 — No YG - Easter Sunday!

e April 27 — Missions Sunday - Martin and Sheri Hegeman

Prayer Breakfast, Wed Mornings in April — 7am:
April 2,9,23,30 - No PB on April 16

Pancakes and Prayer in the community room.

April 6 and 13 we’ll study Isaiah. No SS on April 20 (Easter) and on
April 27 is the church missions convention.

Upcoming Events:

30 Hour Famine — Noon on May 17 through YG time on May 18 — Mark your calendars now!

DRIVE THRU POP-UP PANTRY APRIL 2

REGISTER MONDAY, MARCH 31 BEGINNING AT 7 A.M.
FOR THE APRIL 2 DRIVE-THRU
ﬁ' at the HOUGHTON CHURCH.
= — - -
CLICK ON
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Update on the Pastor Transition and Search Process

; The 12 Board of Elders members have been acting as a preliminary organizing committee
L ‘iK for the post-Oden transition to a new pastor. In June we will bid farewell to Wes and
- - Cindy as pastors when they retire after their 29-year ministry here, although not as dear
A F L AD friends since they will continue to live in Houghton. The Search Committee for our long-
=t term pastor will be formed, but right now we are planning for the transition year with our
partnering organization.

We have partnered with NXTStep Church Services to guide us. They are a very experienced
organization that does just one thing—they help churches through the pastoral transition process. The Elders
formally approved a contract agreement with them recently. They will first help us select an experienced,
trained, former pastor to come be our interim pastor for the next year.

NCS also conducts a thorough church assessment by sending a substantial team of about eight asses-
sors to be with us on May 17-18. Mark that date! They invite everyone to be involved in signing up to be
individually and confidentially interviewed for 20 minutes on that Saturday, or to complete a 20-minute
questionnaire prior to that weekend, or both. Anyone 15 years or older who regularly attends this church may
participate. You do not need to be a Covenant member—just a regular attendee for a few months or many
years.

We will be distributing the questionnaires starting Sunday May 4, prior to the university students
leaving so they can also be involved. The key is having hundreds of people participating, including many
of the hundreds in our streaming audience. In coming weeks we will explain how any regular in-person or
streaming church family member can participate. Everyone 15 years or older should feel that they were
personally invited to participate.

Then, on June 1, the last day of service for Pastors Wes and Cindy, we are planning a big celebration
in the Community Room. So, save that date and make plans to be there.

Sometime in late June or early July, we expect to welcome our interim pastor. The interim, by design,
will not be a candidate for the long-term pastoral role. The Elders will be meeting our potential interim pastor
on a Zoom “meet and greet” soon (perhaps completed by the time you read this). NCS trains seasoned pastors
and selects one to interview (and be approved by the Elders) whom they believe fits well with our church
history and profile.

Then in late August or early September, after the interim pastor has settled in, the NCS leadership re-
turns to provide a comprehensive report from the May assessment to the whole church family. It will be in-
structive to hear the assessment team’s conclusions about this church’s current strengths and areas for further
strengthening. The interim pastor will guide us through this next year with the assessment in hand, preparing
the way for a new pastor.

In the next Highlights, we will explain in more detail how a new long-term pastor actually gets
selected. Meanwhile, be alert for when and how you can jump into the assessment process in May.

If you have questions, contact Daryl Stevenson, lay leader of the Elders Board, 716-397-6864 or
daryl.stevenson@houghton.edu.
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CONFERENCE ON
RURAL POVERTY

A joint effort of Houghron University & Houghton Wesleyan Church

FRIDAY, MARCH 28 SATURDAY, MARCH 29

6pmil- Supper” 9:30am - Light Breakfast

7pm - Keynote Address 1oam - Panel Discussion
(Dr. Carl Greene) (Ministry Leaders)

" Supper reservation (free): [g] ¥ 11:30a11 - ClOSIHg Addl‘ESS
All events located in the P :2 TR 12noo0n - Lunch

HWC Community Room

4 )
CELEBRATE RECOVERY

...a safe place to find community and freedom from the issues that are controlling our lives.
Meets Thursday evenings from 7 to 8:30 p.m. in Room 105 across from the church Library.

\_ J

We offer our condolences to Matt Cox and Jamie Potter and their family at the death of Jamie’s mother, Vera
Potter, on March 17.

We also express our prayers and support to the family and friends of Beth Beardsley, who died on March 17.




From the

Library Shelves

Your church library has quite a number of Easter books in both children’s and adult areas.
There are also books on missions and missionaries in the 266 section of the non-fiction
shelves, also in the biography sections.

We have gotten a number of new books ready to be checked out and they are on the
shelves ready for you.

Come in and find a book to enjoy!

BUILDING PROJECT:2025
Fundraising Goal: $250,000
Gifts Received: $177,709

Pledges Outstanding: $ 73,550

TOTAL RECEIVED: $251,259

Remaining to Goal $(1,259)

Food Pantry

While we accept food donations of all kinds, due to space limitations and to help us run the pantry more efficiently,
please limit your donations to the items on the following list when shopping.

-Pasta -Spaghetti sauce* -Macaroni & cheese
-Canned tuna -Canned chicken -Ramen noodles
-Baked beans -Canned chili -Canned beef stew
~Soup -Boxed rice -Boxed oatmeal packets
-Canned fruit* -Canned vegetables -Peanut butter*

-Cereal -Jelly or jam* -Jarred applesauce
-Syrup* -Granola bars -Boxed pancake mix
-Canned pasta (Spaghettios, Ravioli) -Boxed potato mixes
-Helpers {Hamburger, Tuna, Chicken) -Fruit juices/uice boxes

-Snacks (cookies, crackers, jello, pudding, fruit snacks)

*Anitem with an asterisks denotes a traditionally high-need item.
**Due to health and safety concerns, we do not accept opened items or home-baked goods.
***We can also use your recycled plastic shopping bags if you would like to donate them.

MOTE: Monetary Donations {checks to Houghton Wesleyan Church with "FOOD PANTRY" on the Memo Line) provide
fresh fruits and vegetables, bread, eggs, cheese, and milk, as well as emergency groceries for families in our
community. The Food Pantry has a refrigerator and a freezer to store items.

MOTE: Perishable Paniry Donations may be brought fo the church office throughout the year.

Thank you for your continued donations!




Join our local CompassCare Walk For Life,
May 3, 3-5pm at Houghton Wesleyan Church,
ending with a celebration supper for the whole family

2025 National
Walk Life Weekend

COMPASSCAREWALK.COM

Get Inspired... .« 10 Aect
ONLINE RALLY IN-PERSON WALK
Friday, May 2 Saturday, May 3
008" Houghton Wi Ch
700800PM (ET)  Pughin sk Grure

"A new commandment [ give fo you... flove ane another, even
as | have loved you..."
John 13:34

SOR4 W. HEmmETra Ro. (ETE 80}, focsisstin, Y 1488

MifirtAL DFFICLE IN

Register to walk—join Team "Houghton Wesleyan” or sponsor a walker at
CompassCareWalk.com

Help CompassCare serve more women and save more babies in 2025

1
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THE RAPIDS ARE COMING!
E [ # [ s Ff Play Ball Again! The Genesee Rapids Baseball team is ready to

start their 11th season on June 6. They are still short of placing 7
of their 36 players with host families. If you would be willing to
help them out by hosting 1 or 2 potential Yankee stars, please
contact Ken Bates or Thom Kettelkamp (585 365 5439)

REFRESHwg

RETREAT & FAMILY CAMP

JULY 20-25§, 2025

More info at refreshathoughton.com

2025 REFRESH RETREAT
GUEST SPEAKERS

&.i

JENN PETERSEN BRANDEN PETERSEN
PRESIDENT & CEQ FOR FOUNDER & EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
WORLD HOPE INTERMATIONAL OF GLOBAL CITIES NETWORK
EO-FOUNDING PASTOR CO-FOUNDING PASTOR

RESURRECTION LIFE MYLC RESURRECTION LIFE N¥C

L\ 4
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Saturday, May 24, 10:00 a.m.

The Chamberlain Family is inviting all to attend a Celebration of

Life service for Dan and Joyce Chamberlain at Houghton Wesleyan
Church. This will include times of sharing from individuals who knew
Dan and Joyce across the various of aspects of their lives and an oppor-
tunity to spend time with members of the extended Chamberlain family.

+ June 1 (10:00 a.m. only) indoors and streamed
Odens’ Retirement Celebration later in the
Community Room

+ June 8 (8:30 Outdoor / 9:45 Discipleship Hour /
11:00 Indoor/Streaming)

* June 15 -August 24 (8:30 Outdoor / 10:00 In-
door/Streaming

*+  August 10—10:00 a.m. Outdoor Worship
followed by Pig Roast and Picnic

+  September 7— 28 (8:30 Outdoor/9:45 Disciple-
ship Hour / 11:00 Indoor/Streaming)

..........

Lyric Thestre Prescns

Jane Austen's

Emma

March 27 - 29, 2025, 7:30 P'M

Tysinger Audilofium
st Hoonghiae Academy

Join us this Thursday, Friday, and Saturday at 7:30pm (March 27-29)
for our Lyric Theatre production of Jane Austen’s Emma!
Performances will be held in Tysinger Auditorium at Houghton Academy.
Tickets are available online or at the door!

Contact Amanda Cox with any guestions.

Tickets: https://houghtonuniversity.regfox.com/lyric-theatre-spring-2025

Applications for Valley PreSchool will be ready in April.

VPS meets from September to June and is for children ages two (by September 1st) through five.
Join us for the 2025-2026 school year.
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I —
SUNDAYS IN APRIL CHURCH STAFF

April 6 (8:30am Indoor / 11:00am Indoor/Streaming) Wes Oden, Senior Pastor
Seeing the Cross through the Lens of Brokenness wesoden@hwchurch.org
(Zephaniah 3) Jon Cole. Youth P

t t

April 13 (8:30am Indoor / 11:00am Indoor/Streaming) i:)):llcol(:e(eaihvg;lhurcillso(l)‘;

Palm Sunday )

Seeing the Cross through the Lens of Despair . .

(Matt%ew 27) & / Desp o Dav.ld Huizenga,

Discipleship & College Pastor
April 20 (8:30am Indoor / 11:00am Indoor/Streaming) davidhuizenga@hwchurch.org
7:45am — Easter Baptism Service
8:30am — Easter Breakfast , Cindy Oden, Assistant Pastor
10:00am — Easter Worship/Streaming cindyoden@hwchurch.org

April 27 (8:30am Indoor / 11:00am Indoor/Streaming)

Global Missions Weekend Amanda Cox, Music & Worship Director

amandacox@hwchurch.org

%Qaﬁfg eﬁ:?@ Y:élag/? E\G% ﬁqt% (2@“9@ ; Emily Spateholts, Children’s Ministry

hichee NV SN oSN\ NN emilyspateholts@hwchurch.org
HOLY WEEK SERVICES . .
Maundy Thursday at 6:30 p.m. in the sanctuary Judy Congdon, Organist and Choral Director

judycongdon@hwchurch.org

Good Friday Journey to the Cross 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
in the Community Room Church Office, M-F, 8 AM-Noon & 1-5 PM,

REMINDER: Easter Breakfast between services (8:30 am) 567-2264 office@hwchurch.org
is one of the highlights of our church fellowship times.

COMININ MAY...
[ /8 CLEAN-UP DAY MAY 3 ...8AM TO NOON

WALK FOR LIFE MAY 3 ...2 TO 6PM

Wm RALLY MAY 2 ...7-8PM
74

INTERVIEW DAY ...MAY 17

SAVE THE DAY! The Pastoral Transition Team invites everyone to be involved in signing
up to be individually and confidentially interviewed for 20 minutes on that Saturday.
Anyone 15 years or older who regularly attends this church may participate. You do not need
to be a Covenant member—just a regular attendee for a few months or many years. Sign-up
sheets will be available in the Sanctuary foyer on May 4.
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