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WESLEY ODEN, Senior Pastor
JON COLE, Youth Pastor
DAVID HUIZENGA, Assistant Pastor
CINDY ODEN, Assistant Pastor
AMANDA COX, Music and Worship Director
EMILY SPATEHOLTS, Children’s Ministry Director
Juny CONGDON, Organist and Choir Director



FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT
8:30AM  March 30, 2025

Welcome

The Power of the Cross; Revelation Song; O Lord, My Rock and My Redeemer

(Offering will be received during the third song)
Time of Prayer
Prayer Response: We Fall Down
Scripture Reading: Matthew 27: 15-46 (Selected Verses)
Testimony of God’s Faithfulness: Donnie Stockin
Children’s Sermon: God’s Family
Life of the Church

Greeting One Another
Children in Grades Pre-K through 1% are dismissed for Children’s Church

Sermon: Seeing the Cross Through the Lens of Shame
Pastor Wes Oden

In Christ Alone

Benediction

Acolyte: Lilah Walton Scripture Reader: Junie Babbitt

Musicians:
Josey Ikker, Mike Jordan, vocals; Kevin Dibble, piano & vocals;
Christopher Moeller, guitar; Jill Jordan, violin;
Steve Olsen, bass; Dan Zambrano, cajon



WELCOME TO THE HOUGHTON WESLEYAN CHURCH. The season of Lent is
an historic time for reflection, repentance and surrender in the shadow of the
cross as we prepare ourselves, individually and corporately, for the death and
resurrection of Christ. As we reflect on our sin and on God’s grace through
Jesus Christ, let us contemplate our response to Jesus our Redeemer.

NEXT SUNDAY MORNING is the Fifth Sunday in Lent. Pastor Wes continues to
lead us in thinking about Lenses of the cross. Next Sunday: Seeing the Cross
through the Lens of Brokenness from Zephaniah 3:14-20. We will gather for
worship at 8:30 and 11:00. The 11:00 service will be streamed.

EASTER BAPTISM: If you are interested in being baptized on Easter Sunday
morning, April 20, contact Pastor Wes (office@hwchurch.org). Pastor Wes
will be leading a baptism class next Sunday, April 6 during the Discipleship
Hour (9:45 a.m.). The class is a prerequisite for being baptized.

EASTER LILIES: The Church welcomes your Easter Lilies for Easter Sunday,
April 20th. We have purchased several lilies which you may purchase for
$16.00 each or you may bring your own lily to drop off at the church office by
Good Friday, April 18th. I fyou would like to purchase one or more lilies, you
may use the online giving option, mail a check to the church office (indicate
Easter lilies), or drop off payment at the church office. If you wish to purchase
a lily in memory or in honor of a loved one, please email
(pattystalker@hwchurch.org) or call Patty (567-2264) with your information
by Monday, April 14th. Thank you.

BUILDING PROJECT:

Fundraising Goal: $250,000
Gifts Received: $177,709
Pledges Outstanding: $ 73,550
TOTAL RECEIVED: $251,259
Remaining to Goal $ (1.,259)
HWC Kids

+  This week in Kids Connect, kids hear Jesus tell a story about a father's
love for his lost son. BIG IDEA: We belong in God’s family. BIBLE:
Luke 15:11-32; 2 Corinthians 5:17-19

*  March Memory Verse: “Call to me and [ will answer you and tell you
great and unsearchable things you do not know.” — Jeremiah 33:3

» Mark your calendars: April Kids Club - Saturday, April 26th, 9:30-
11am; Preteen Hangout - Sunday, April 27th, 6-8pm; Summer VBS -
August 4th - 7th at FWC.



MISSION MOMENT: Kevin and Cindy Austin--Praise God for new people
starting Bible Studies in Czech and for the NEXT team members that have been
chosen to join Cindy; for Christians across Czech and Europe as they prepare for
Easter Monday that is filled with traditions that don’t have anything to do with
Jesus. Pray for Cindy and NEXT team as they prepare for their event in May. And
pray for team meetings in Indianapolis April 7-11 as they pray together and plan
for the year.

PERSECUTED CHURCH: INDIA-- Chhatar Singh, a schoolteacher in India,
left Hinduism and placed his faith in Christ in 2002. Since then, he has planted
churches in seven villages. As the oldest son, Chhatar was expected to lead the
Hindu funeral rituals for his mother when she died in 2010. However, he refused
to participate because of his faith in Christ, which turned his father against him.
On January 27, 2021, police arrested Chhatar and three other Christians on false
charges of forced conversion. Anti-conversion laws supported by Hindu
nationalists make it illegal for Christians to tell others about Christ.

STEWARDSHIP
Budget Needed: $731,718.25/ Budget Received: $711,315.57

PRAYER CONCERNS: for all who are grieving; for all with health concerns:
Bruce Hess, Jane Allen, Jane Roeske, Gary Wickard, Linda Leax, Beth Pocock,
Paul and Linda Roth, James Bates, Terry Ayers, Scarlett Gildemeister, Kim
Pegula, Karen Gaerte, Cameron Green, Vangie Grant, Dan and Sarah Gurley,
Chelsea Ellis, Mark Mayhle, Jeshu, Kurtis and Eliyah Perry, Reuben Samuels,
Emily Crikelair; for protection, wisdom and peace in many places of conflict; for

all recovering from recent tragedies and disasters; for Christ Episcopal Church,
Cuba.
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