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LAST SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
11:00AMm MARCH 2, 2025

Prelude: Prelude in G major, Op. 37, No. 2 .........ceeeenne. Felix Mendelssohn

Call to Worship (from Psalm 8)
Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!
You have set your glory in the heavens.
Through the praise of children and infants you have established a
stronghold against your enemies, to silence the foe and the avenger.
When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the
stars, which you have set in place, what is humankind that you are mindful
of them, human beings that you care for them?
Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!

*Hymn 467: Christ is Made the Sure Foundation
Life of the Church
Baptism: Collins and Lucas Drum

*Songs of Adoration: He Reigns; Lord, I Need You

(Song sheets available in the foyer; offering will be received during the first song)

Prayer of Confession
Almighty and merciful God, we know that when we offend another, we offend
you. We are aware that we have often allowed the shadow of apathy to cloud our
souls, hiding the light from our un-seeking eyes. We have said unpleasant and
hurtful things to our brothers and sisters when they failed to live up to our expec-
tations. Grant that we might know your love burning within us, the love that you
have shown to us even when we failed you. Fan the embers of that love into
flames of grace, truth, peace, and reconciliation. Lead us into new life through
your Son Jesus Christ, who died for the sins of all. Amen.

—from the UM Book of Worship
Time of Prayer

Prayer Response: Give Me Jesus

Scripture Reading: Deuteronomy 6 (selected verses)
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

Greeting One Another

Sermon: The Most Unique Number in the Bible
Pastor Wes Oden

The Lord’s Supper Word of God, Come Down on Earth (arr. John Ferguson)
You Are My All in All;
Great is Thy Faithfulness (Hymn 43)



*Benediction

*Postlude: Processional in E-flat ....................................... David Johnson

*Please stand if able Acolyte: Adalyn Lundeen Scripture Reader: Robin Pawling
Musicians:
Angelina Dowling, Indigo Knapp, Kristen Sanasith, vocals;
Sharon Johnson, piano & vocals; Caleb Hilsher, guitar;
Dianna Clem, flute; Steve Olsen, bass; Dan Zambrano, cajon

WELCOME TO THE HOUGHTON WESLEYAN CHURCH. God, who
reveals himself in various ways to his people, makes himself fully known
through Jesus Christ. John writes in his Gospel: The Word became flesh and
made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and
only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. May our worship
today reflect our gratitude and worship for who God is, for what he has done,
for what he has promised to do and for the gift of Jesus Christ.

THE LORD’S SUPPER: This morning we are receiving the elements of com-
munion by intinction (to dip in). When your row is released, come to the front,
tear off a piece of bread, dip it into the cup and eat it. You may return to your
seat by the outside aisle. As an alternative to intinction, we have set up stations
with trays of bread and cups as well as gluten-free bread. If you prefer to use
these elements, feel free to walk past the intinction servers and proceed to the
trays. If coming to the front is difficult for you or if you prefer, please inform
the usher and we will serve you in your seat.

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE: This Wednesday, March 5, 6:30pm, in the
Church Sanctuary, we will join millions of Christians around the world as we
enter into the season of Lent. This service is a time of reflection, song, silence
and (for all who desire) the imposition of ashes.

NEXT SUNDAY MORNING IS THE FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT. Pastor
Wes begins a Lenten series of sermons that focus on different lenses by which
we see and understand the cross. Next Sunday’s sermon focuses on the cross as
the answer to our guilt (Luke 23:39-43). We will gather for worship at 8:30 a.m.
and 11:00 a.m. The 11:00 service will be streamed.

TIME CHANGE: Just a reminder that we turn our clocks ahead next Sunday.

EASTER BAPTISM: If you are interested in being baptized on Easter Sunday
morning, Aprill20, contact Pastor Wes (office@hwchurch.org) about attending
the baptism class.

ALL WOMEN Join us on Saturday, March 22, beginning at 9 am for the
Spring Women's Gathering. Our theme is Celebrating the Women in Our Lives.
Come to be inspired, to have fun and fellowship with other women, and to en-
joy some delicious food. If possible, please bring a small item that represents an
important woman in your life. We hope to see you then!



mailto:office@hwchurch.org

HWC KIDS

March Kids Connect Series: “Big Picture - Every great movie tells a great story.
When we see those stories played out on the big screen, we can learn a little
more about ourselves and the world around us. Jesus knew how powerful
stories could be, and he made them a big part of how he taught his follow-
ers. In this 5-week series, kids will hear some of the stories Jesus shared
that can help them see the big picture of a life spent following God. Kids
will see that God helps us know what's true, the ways we can give back to
God, how God sends us helpers, that God gives us second chances, and how
we belong in God's family."

This week, kids hear Jesus tell a story about seeds that land on different soils.
BIG IDEA: God helps us know what’s true. BIBLE: Matthew 13:1-23;
Luke 9:28-36

March Memory Verse: “Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and
unsearchable things you do not know.” — Jeremiah 33:3 (NIV)

SUPPORTING THE REFUGEE PARTNERSHIP OF BUFFALO — There
are over 700 legal refugee newcomers in Buffalo, NY that we are invited to
support through The Refugee Partnership’s Crisis Response Fund. See https://
refugeepartnership.org on how to contribute directly to the “TRC Crisis Fund.”

PERSECUTED CHURCH: Democratic Republic of the Congo--On February
13, militants rounded up 70 Christians in the Democratic Republic of the Congo
(DRC), took them to a church, and killed them all. The violence began at 4 a.m.
as Islamic State-affiliated ADF militants captured 20 Christians in the town of
Mayba. As villagers gathered to plan a rescue, extremists surrounded the com-
munity and captured 50 more believers. "We don't know what to do or how to
pray; we've had enough of massacres," said a church elder. "May God's will
alone be done.” Please keep our brothers and sisters in the DRC in your prayers.

BUILDING PROJECT:
Fundraising Goal: $250,000.00
Gifts Received: $164,023.00
Pledges Outstanding: $ 96,150.00
TOTAL RECEIVED: $245,123.00
Remaining to Goal $ 4,877.00

STEWARDSHIP
Budget Needed: $662,850.65 / Budget Received: $651,246.07

PRAYER CONCERNS: for all who are grieving; for all with health concerns:
Karen Szymanski, Jane Allen, Jane Roeske, Beth Beardsley, Gary Wickard,
Linda Leax, Beth Pocock, Paul and Linda Roth, James Bates, Terry Ayers, Scar-
lett Gildemeister, Kim Pegula, Karen Gaerte, Cameron Green, Vangie Grant,
Dan and Sarah Gurley, Chelsea Ellis, Mark Mayhle, Jeshu, Kurtis and Eliyah
Perry, Reuben Samuels, Emily Crikelair; for protection, wisdom and peace in
many places of conflict; for all recovering from recent tragedies and disasters; for
Wellsville Salvation Army.
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