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 SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
11:00am   February 23 2025 

————————————————————————————————- 
  Prelude:  Adoration                                                                        Florence Price 
 

  Introit: Lux Aurumque ……………………………………………Eric Whitacre 
 

  Call to Worship (from Revelation 15) 
     Great and marvelous are your deeds, Lord God Almighty. 
 Just and true are your ways, King of the nations.  
     Who will not fear you, Lord, and bring glory to your name? 
     For you alone are holy. 
 All nations will come and worship before you, 
 for your righteous acts have been revealed! 

  
*Hymn 335 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 
 

  Life of the Church  
 

  Offering: Entreat Me Not to Leave You …………………………...Dan Forrest 
 

  Celebration of Ministry: Rural Poverty Cohort  
 

  Anthem: The Road Home ……………………………………….Stephen Paulus 
 

  Children’s Sermon:  God Can Do Anything! 
 

*Songs of Adoration:  Holy Forever; Revelation Song 
 

  Prayer of Confession 
God of our fathers, we see the faith, courage and holiness of those who  
have gone before us and we realize how often we fall short of their witness. 
Forgive us when doubts stifle our faith. Forgive us when fear paralyzes our 
courage. Forgive us when our desire for self overwhelms our desire to be 
holy. As we pray these words of confession, let us hear your promise of 
pardon: “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive our 
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” Amen. 

 

  Time of Prayer 
 

  Song of Response: What a Beautiful Name 
 

  Scripture Reading: Revelation 20 
 Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God!   
 

  Greeting One Another 
 

  Sermon:   The Most Anticipated Number in the Bible 
         Pastor Wes Oden  
 

*Song  Hymn of Heaven 

*Benediction 



*Postlude:  Prelude in Classic Style                                           Gordon Young  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

*Please stand if able    Acolyte: Daniel Mulema    Scripture Reader: Emily Spateholts 

Musicians: 
Rachael McVeigh, Luke Ogden, vocals; Amanda Cox, piano & vocals;  

Alison Young Reusser, guitar & vocals; Jan Schilke, keyboard;  
David Clem, viola; Simon Sardina, cajόn 

 

Thank you to Dr. Kevin Dibble and the Houghton University Chamber Choir  
for sharing their musical gifts with us this morning.  

 
 

WELCOME TO THE HOUGHTON WESLEYAN CHURCH. We live in 
the present, but we live with an eye to the future. As we worship this morning, 
we ask God to give us grace to celebrate his promise of life eternal even 
as we seek his grace to live in the power and presence of Jesus Christ. 
 
NEXT SUNDAY MORNING we gather for worship at 8:30 and 11:00. The 
11:00 service will be streamed. Pastor Wes will conclude the sermons on bibli-
cal numbers: The Most Unique Number in the Bible (Deuteronomy 6). 
 
BUILDING PROJECT: 

Fundraising Goal:     $250,000.00 

Gifts Received:    $160,841 

Pledges Outstanding:   $ 84,150 

TOTAL RECEIVED:     $244,991.00 

Remaining to Goal     $    5,009.00 

 
HWC Kids  
• This week in Kids Connect, kids will see the miracle of Jesus feeding four 

thousand people. BIG IDEA: Jesus can do anything. BIBLE: Matthew 
15:29–39; Psalm 37:1–11  

• February Memory Verse: “You are the God who performs miracles; you 
display your power among the peoples.” — Psalm 77:14 (NIV)  

• Thank you to the University Fellowship students who came to help our 
Kids Connect classes work on their Bible memory verse!  

 
MISSION MOMENT:  Corey & Kris Thede – Zambia/Haiti Their ministry is 
developing agricultural projects to support the Bible College and churches.  
Severe drought has limited agricultural production this past year. Pray for rain 
to provide adequate water for the crops to thrive and the trees to grow. Pray for 
Haiti where they continue to support their workers there. Pray for their son Fritz 
who continues to grow and develop and does well in school and in soccer. 
Pray for an assistant Zambian project manager. 



PERSECUTED CHURCH:  Nepal—More than a dozen U.S. citizens were 
detained and questioned over alleged evangelistic activities in southeastern 
Nepal last week. The American Christians, visiting Nepal on tourist visas, 
were reportedly found helping to construct a building in Dharan. Authorities 
accused them of sharing their faith with locals.  Nepalese authorities released 
the group after questioning, warning them that they could face further conse-
quences if found continuing to proselytize. Under Nepalese law, authorities 
could deport and ban the group from reentering Nepal. Local Christians, who 
are regularly harassed by authorities on charges of proselytization, face three 
to six years in prison for the offense. Please pray for our Nepalese brothers 
and sisters. 
 

STEWARDSHIP 

Budget Needed: $645,633.75 / Budget Received: $631,755.17 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS: for the family of Nancy Luckey at the death of her  
mother, Lillian Clow, this week and for all who are grieving; for all with 
health concerns: Beth Beardsley, Gary Wickard, Peter Lingenfelter, Linda 
Leax, Beth Pocock, Paul and Linda Roth, James Bates, Terry Ayers, Scarlett 
Gildemeister, Kim Pegula, Karen Gaerte, Cameron Green, Vangie Grant, Dan 
and Sarah Gurley, Chelsea Ellis, Mark Mayhle, Jeshu, Kurtis and Eliyah    
Perry, Reuben Samuels, Emily Crikelair; for protection, wisdom and peace in 
many places of conflict; for all recovering from recent tragedies and disasters; 
for First Trinity Lutheran Church, Wellsville (Pastor Eric Ash). 


