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Dear Friends of Houghton Wesleyan Church,
We are writing to inform you that after 29 years of ministry here at HWC, as of May 31, 2025, we are retiring.

This is a decision with which we have been wrestling for many months. We love you and we love this church. And to
think that we would no longer be your pastors grieves us. We have, however, come to realize that this is how God is
leading us.

We are pleased that there are many elements of HWC that are in a good place. We are pleased that the fundraising for the
building project has been overwhelmingly positive. We are grateful for new people coming to the church and for the
general spirit of love among us.

Since we have family here, our plan is to remain in Houghton. This is a great blessing in that we will be able to continue
our friendships with you. This also creates the need to be thoughtful about what our presence means.

Despite the close relationships we have with you, because we want you to give your support to a new pastor, even though
we are living here, we will not be able to act in any pastoral ways (i.e., weddings, funerals, pastoral care). We realize that
this might be a difficult transition at first, but it is imperative for the success of the new pastor. Thank you for
understanding.

We want you to know that we will miss so much being your pastors. We are already grieving this reality. But we also want
you to know that just as God brought us here to be a part of your lives and you ours, so God will bring someone else to do
the same with you and you with them.

Thank you for your love and support.

We love you, .
fla- Lendy

Wes and Cindy Oden

Message from the Board of Elders
Pastors Wes and Cindy Oden have ministered among us with love, care, and distinction for many years. In fact, Pastor
Wes is by far the longest serving pastor of the 33 previous senior pastors of this congregation. Although many have
kiddingly asked them never to retire, that reality has come and we support their plans. '

The Board of Elders is planning for this interim period. We are soon meeting with our District Superintendent Joey
Jennings for his guidance. A search committee will be formed and a timetable established to complete the transition as
seamlessly as possible. All normal church activities and programming, including the newly approved building project, will
move forward. The Board will keep the congregation informed of the plans as they develop. Direct any process questions
to me, but now, given public awareness, feel free to express your sentiments to the Odens.
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