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WESLEY ODEN, Senior Pastor
JON COLE, Youth Pastor
DAVID HUIZENGA, Assistant Pastor
CINDY ODEN, Assistant Pastor
AMANDA COX, Music and Worship Director
EMILY SPATEHOLTS, Children’s Ministry Director
Juny CONGDON, Organist and Choir Director



FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD
10:00AM JANUARY 12,2025

Prelude:  Chorale Preludes on the Trinity, BWV 672-674 J. S. Bach
Kyrie, Gott Vater in Ewigkeit
Christe, aller Welt Trost
Kyrie, Got heileger Geist

Call to Worship (Isaiah 6; Revelation 4)

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty:
The whole earth is full of his glory.

You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power,
For you created all things, and by your will
they were created and have their being.

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty,
Who was, and is, and is to come. Alleluia!

*Hymn 54 Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!
Life of the Church

*Songs of Adoration:  May the Peoples Praise You; King of Kings
(Offering will be received during the first song)

Prayer of Confession
Eternal Father, we live in a world of great pain, heartache, and despair. Far
too often we have been enamored with our own struggles and uninterested
in the struggles of others. We know that You call us to care for others even
as we care for ourselves. Forgive our apathy, slothfulness, and self-
centeredness. Help us to see the needs of others right around us, to pray for
compassion about their needs, and to seek ways to be your agents of
healing, peace, and grace. Through Christ. Amen.

Time of Prayer
Song of Response: Holy Spirit

Scripture Reading: Matthew 3:1-17
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

*Song Revelation Song

Greeting One Another
Children in grades PreK-1st are dismissed for Children’s Church.

Sermon: The Most Inclusive Number in the Bible
Pastor Wes Oden

The Lord’s Supper



*Hymn 518 Here, O My Lord, I See Thee Face to Face
*Benediction

*Postlude: Wir glauben all’ an einen Gott (We all believe in one God) J. S. Bach

*Please stand if able  Acolyte: Hinley Kladke  Scripture Reader: James Adenuga
Music Ministry Team:
Kristen Sanasith, vocals; Christopher Moeller, guitar; Amanda Cox, piano & vocals;
Betsy Webb, keyboard & vocals; Jill Jordan, violin; Dan Zambrano, cajon

WELCOME TO THE HOUGHTON WESLEYAN CHURCH. Worship is both a
privilege and a responsibility. We rejoice that the Almighty God inhabits the
praise and worship of his people. We also feel the weight of worship as an act of
surrender to God and his kingdom purposes. As we worship today from wherever
we are, may the privilege and responsibility of worship lead us to give glory to
God in this time and in every time.

THE LORD’S SUPPER: This morning, we are receiving the elements of
communion by intinction (fo dip in). When your row is released, come to the
front, tear off a piece of bread, dip it into the cup and eat it. You may return to
your seat by the outside aisle. As an alternative to intinction, we have set up
stations with trays of bread and cups as well as gluten-free bread. If you prefer to
use these elements, feel free to walk past the intinction servers and proceed to the
trays. If coming to the front is difficult for you or if you prefer, please inform the
usher and we will serve you in your seat.

NEXT SUNDAY MORNING we gather for worship at 8:30 and 11:00. The 11:00
service will be streamed. Pastor Wes continues this series of sermons on
Numbers in the Bible. Next Sunday explores The Most Relaxing Number in the
Bible (Genesis 1:24-2:4).

CHRISTMAS EVE OFFERING: We give thanks to God and to all who gave
generously to our Christmas Eve offering. As of this time, we have received
$17,203.95. If you have not given and would like to, please send your gift to the
church or use the online giving option.

BUILDING PROJECT: We are continuing to raise funds for the building project to
create an indoor, accessible walkway between our buildings, upgrade the
sanctuary basement, expand our current handicap parking, upgrade our maxed-
out electrical service and add a layer of security to our buildings.

Here is an update on current project giving:

Fundraising Goal: $250,000
Gifts Received: $113,310
Pledges: $104,300
TOTAL RECEIVED: $217.610

Remaining to Goal $ 32,390



CONGREGATIONAL MEETING: Immediately following this morning’s
worship service, you are encouraged to stay for a congregational meeting to
discuss the building project’s next steps based on what we have raised. At the
meeting, we will give an update, and the Elders will present a motion for
action.

HWC KIDS

e  Only Nursery and Children's Church this week. Kids Connect resumes
next Sunday, the 19th.
Kids Club: Saturday the 18th from 9:30-11:00
Preteen Hangout: Sunday the 19th from 6-8pm
This week in Children's Church, kids learn about how John baptized
Jesus and how God spoke to Jesus. BIG IDEA: | believe God can
speak to me. BIBLE: Luke 3:2-3, 21-22; Psalm 29:3-9

e January Memory Verse: “We have come to believe and to know that
you are the Holy One of God.”— John 6:69 (NIV)

MISSION MOMENT: Steve and Margie Doty — Wycliffe Bible Translators
“Thank you for your faithful support in our Bible Translation Ministry. Margie
is working on a translation of Isaiah into a language in Southeast Asia. Steve is
teaching Swabhili to students at Houghton University. Pray for the Translation
Consultant training workshop that Steve will be teaching and for the people
who will attend that. Pray for continued good health.”

STEWARDSHIP
Budget Needed: $542,332.35 / Budget Received: $542,600.11

PRAYER CONCERNS: for family of Jane Zike who died last Sunday and for
all who are grieving; for all with health concerns: Beth Beardsley, Gary
Wickard, Dick Pocock, Peter Lingenfelter, Linda Leax, Beth Pocock, Paul and
Linda Roth, James Bates, Terry Ayers, Scarlett Gildemeister, Kim Pegula,
Karen Gaerte, Cameron Green, Vangie Grant, Dan and Sarah Gurley, Chelsea
Ellis, Mark Mayhle, Jeshu, Kurtis and Eliyah Perry, Reuben Samuels, Emily
Crikelair; for refugees throughout the world; for protection, wisdom and peace
in many places of conflict, including Syria; for all recovering from recent
tragedies and disasters, especially the California wildfires; for Shepherd of the
Valley Lutheran Church, Wellsville.
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