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Joyfully loving God,
December 4, 2024 wholeheartedly
Dear Friends, serving others

We write to report important and exciting news about our church’s facilities. Although this is a very busy Christmas
period, thete are good reasons to communicate with you now, which will become clear in time.

For over 65 years, our sanctuary building (1934) and the community room/gym addition (circa 1960s) stood as separated
structures. Passage between them required going outside and being exposed to the elements. Also, these buildings are
not easily traveled by wheelchair to negotiate the inconvenient steps. Many have wondered and asked about connecting
the two buildings to bring them up to code and to solve the obvious impediments for congregation members and our
many visitors.

For the past few years, the Facilities Stewards Committee, the Board of Elders, and an @ hoc building project committee
have been working toward a plan that includes not only indoor access between buildings but also makes them accessible
for all. After numerous iterations, many hours of discussion and planning, and chasing down specific costs with an
architect and contractors, the Elders and committees believe we are ready to propose a solution. But wait, there’s more,
as they say.

In addition to the plan that would solve these issues, we realize that though we have made various upgrades to the
sanctuary itself and the front entrance, the basement has not been given the same attention. Our sanctuary building is 90
years old and, despite its age, is in good structural condition. So, we have folded into our other plans an upgrade to the
sanctuary basement, including flooring, ceilings, lighting, paint, and the addition of a bathroom on the basement level—
all without altering the current basement footprint.

Finally, we are planning to expand and improve the current handicap parking on both sides of the sanctuary as well as a
necessary electrical service upgrade to the whole physical plant that allows for, among other things, improved safety and
security measures inside and outside.

This comprehensive project will be financed through substantial in-hand funds and some additional fundraising. Our in-
hand monies are due to the generosity of two estate gifts and a related sizable donation. The remainder will be gathered
via fundraising.

To learn more, we encourage you to attend a congregational meeting this coming Wednesday, December 11, 2024,
6:30pm in the church sanctuary. Childcare will be provided for the meeting. The meeting will be stteamed and
may be accessed through the regular streaming options. We will provide an exterior rendering, further project
details, a proposed timeline, and financial information. In the days that follow, we will ask congregation members, who
are able, to consider prayerfully gifts and pledges to complete the funding.

We are blessed to have two buildings that have served us well, and with these important upgrades, they will continue to
serve us well. Thank you in advance for your interest and support.

Sincerely,
Mo~ ak /
Wes Oden Daryl Stevenson
Senior Pastor Vice-Chair, Board of Elders
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