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FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS
10:00aMm DECEMBER 29, 2024

Prelude: “In the Bleak Midwinter” arr. Wilbur Held

*Call to Worship
Children of God, Jesus Christ is born!
God has come to make a home among us!
Yet the story is not over. After birth comes the ordinary and mundane
growing, maturing, and discovering, even for the Christ Child.
In the ordinary and mundane,
God has come to make a home among us.
And sometimes, in the midst of the everyday, something surprising happens,
and we discover anew just what God is up to in our midst.
In the surprising and spectacular,
God has come to make a home among us.
Children of God, let us worship the God
who dwells with us in all things and all seasons.
We come to make our home with God
who makes a home among us. Alleluia!

*Hymn 119  Angels from the Realms of Glory

Life of the Church

Prayer of Confession
God of Mercy, we begin this New Year with a passion to know you.

Forgive us when in the past year the noise of our world too often made
us deaf to your words of love. Forgive us when in the past year we
allowed the busyness of our lives to minimize our thoughts of your
life-giving grace. Forgive us when in the past year the attraction of
self-interest too often turned our attention away from the peace you
offer us. Today, help us to hear your words of pardon that if we confess
our sins, you are faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and will
fill us with an ever-growing joy in surrendering all that we are to you.
Amen.

Time of Prayer
Hymn 140, vs. 1 & 2 Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne
Scripture Reading: John 17:6-19

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God!

*Hymn 137  Go, Tell It on the Mountain



Greeting One Another
Children in grades PreK-ist are dismissed for Children’s Church.

Sermon: A Different Measure of Holiness
Pastor David Huizenga

*Hymn 138  In the Bleak Midwinter
*Benediction

*Postlude: “I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day” arr. Wilbur Held

*Please stand if able  Acolyte: Alexa Fulkrod  Scripture Reader: Jessica Romance

WE OFFER SPECIAL THANKS to HWC organist Judy Congdon who is
leading all of our musical worship this morning. Next week we welcome back
our worship team to join her as usual.

WELCOME TO THE HOUGHTON WESLEYAN CHURCH. As we
approach the end of 2024 and reflect upon it, there is much for which to be
thankful, to lament over, to learn from, and amidst all of it, to praise God. In
our worship today, may you sense the presence of our Savior who is, who was,
and is to come—the One who has carried us through the past and whose
promised faithfulness will continue to sustain us in 2025.

REMINDER: All gifts for calendar year 2024 need to be

¢ Given in church today or be delivered to the church office by the 30th

e Mailed with a postmark date of December 31 or earlier,

e Or need to be made online by 4:00 p.m. on December 31 with a transaction
date of December 31 at the latest.

MISSION MOMENT: JOEL AND BARB TRUDELL

Pray for the 7-language reading project for first graders that they are working
to complete. Their proposal was in the top 5 that the government is considering
to use. Pray that the details can be accomplished quickly and efficiently. Joel
and Barb are really grateful for the prayers, financial assistance and friendship
they receive from all the partners in their ministry.

UPCOMING SCHEDULE:
Sunday, January 5 10:00 a.m. Worship Service
Sunday, January 12 10:00 a.m. Worship Service
11:30 a.m. Congregational Meeting
Sunday, January 19 9:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:45 a.m. Discipleship Hour
11:00 a.m. Worship Service



STEWARDSHIP:
Budget Needed: $507,898.55  Budget Giving: $496,363.04

IN JANUARY:

Valley Preschool resumes January 6 (9 to 11:45)

Wednesday Morning Bible Study resumes January 8 (9:30 to 10:45)
Congregational Meeting January 12 after 10 a.m.

Wednesday Morning Youth Breakfasts resume 15 (7 to 8)

Kids Club meets January 18 (9:30 to 11)

Preteen Hangout January 19 (6 to 8 pm)

Youth January Retreat at PennY ork January 24-26 (sign-up deadline 1/9)
Men'’s Breakfast January 25 (8 a.m.)

Stone Soup Dinner January 31 from 5:15—6:45

PRAYER CONCERNS: for the family and friends of Elaine Brautigam (Jill
Jordan’s Mother), Irmgard Howard, and Joyce Chamberlain who died this week
and for all who are grieving; for all with health concerns: Beth Beardsley, Gary
Wickard, Dick Pocock, Peter Lingenfelter, Linda Leax, Beth Pocock, Paul and
Linda Roth, James Bates, Terry Ayers, Scarlett Gildemeister, Kim Pegula,
Karen Gaerte, Denise Zambrano, Cameron Green, Vangie Grant, Dan and Sa-
rah Gurley, Chelsea Ellis, Mark Mayhle, Jeshu, Kurtis and Eliyah Perry, Reu-
ben Samuels, Emily Crikelair; for refugees throughout the world; for protec-
tion, wisdom and peace in many places of conflict, including Syria; for the
community of Abundant Life Christian School (Madison, WI); for all recover-
ing from recent hurricanes; for all churches in Allegany County as they worship
and share Christ in 2025.
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