December 17, 2024

Dear Houghton Church Friends,

Here is our Sunday schedule: 10:00 a.m. — Indoor Worship Service (Streaming)

Sunday Worship: This Sunday is the Fourth Sunday of Advent. We will be looking at the story of Christ’s first
and second coming from the perspective of Revelation 12.

Building Project

HWC Kids

On Wednesday, December 10, we initiated a potential building project that would create an indoor,
accessible walkway between our buildings, upgrade the sanctuary basement, expand our current
handicap parking, upgrade our maxed-out electrical service and add a layer of security to our
buildings.

The project is estimated to cost $572,000.

Thanks to the generosity of people who have named us as beneficiaries of their estate, a large
memorial gift, some surplus funds and some building funds, we have $322,000 in hand. This means
that we are attempting to raise $250,000 (gifts and pledges) to cover the remaining expenses.

We are having a second congregational meeting Sunday, January 12, following the morning
worship service to discuss next steps based on what we have raised. Thank you for your prayers and
for your support.

You may access the recording of last Wednesday’s meeting through the regular streaming channels,
including the church website. The website also provides a rendering of the addition and floor plans.

Please contact me if you have any questions related to the project.

Reminder: No Kids Connect this week. There will be Nursery and Children's Church.

This week in Children's Church (and in materials sent via email on Friday), kids hear the joyful
news that Jesus was born and how shepherds came to celebrate! BIG IDEA: Jesus is God’s greatest
gift. BIBLE: Luke 2:1-20; Micah 5:2—4

December Memory Verse: “My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.”—
Luke 1:46-47 (NIV)

Kids Club: Join us on Saturday from 9:30-11:00 for a morning of Christmas fun - carols (with the
accordion!), cookies, show, craft, and more!

Did you know that over the last five years the generous Christmas Eve Offerings have totaled close to $100,000
for Egypt church, International Scholarships, Thailand Wycliffe HQ, Haiti hospital, and Eastern Europe
Evangelism? This year the focus is Global Youth Outreach in Australia (with our own youth), Liberia,
and Sri Lanka. We pray for God’s blessing.

Church Finances

Here are the giving totals for the fiscal year (June 2024 — May 2025)
Budget Needed: $490,681.65 / Budget Received: $484,364.06

As of Sunday, December 15, here are the Building Project numbers:

Fundraising Goal: $250,000
Gifts Received: § 56,005
Pledges Received: $ 24,000
TOTAL RECEIVED: $ 80,005

Remaining to Goal $169,995


https://venue.streamspot.com/video/525e524bbe
https://hwchurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/sketch.png
https://hwchurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Project-Diagram.png

Thank you for your generosity that enables us to serve one another and others.

e In addition to giving during the offering time in our worship services, you are invited to use online
giving or to drop off or mail your check to the church (P.O. Box 127, Houghton, NY 14744).
e Ifyou would like to see any church financial information, contact the church office.

Holiday Services
Sunday, December 22 10:00 a.m. — Worship Service

Tuesday, December 24 4:00 p.m. — Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
6:00 p.m. — Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Sunday, December 29 10:00 a.m. — Worship Service

Sunday, January 5 10:00 a.m. — Worship Service
Sunday, January 12 10:00 a.m. — Worship Service
Sunday, January 19 8:30 a.m. — Worship Service

9:45 a.m. — Kids Connect, Youth Sunday School, Adult Discipleship
11:00 a.m. — Worship Service

Streaming: Send your comments, ideas or words of gratitude about the streaming to streaming@hwchurch.org.

If you have questions, concerns or needs, do not hesitate to contact us (585-567-2264, office@hwchurch.org, or
any of us individually). If you have needs in the coming weeks, please let us know.

You continue to be in our prayers. We pray God’s grace and comfort upon you.
Pastor Wes
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