December 10, 2024
Dear Houghton Church Friends,

Here is our Sunday schedule:
8:30 a.m. — Indoor Worship Service
9:45 a.m. — Discipleship Hour (Children, Youth and Adults)
11:00 a.m. — Indoor Worship Service (Streaming)

Sunday Worship: This Sunday, the Third Sunday of Advent, will turn our attention to Joseph’s response to
Mary’s pregnancy and the angel’s appearance to him about it (Matthew 1:18-25), asking: But What Will
People Think?

Carol Sing/Cookie Reception: This Sunday at 4:00 p.m., please join us for the annual Christmas Carol Sing in the
sanctuary. We invite you to bring your instruments. Please bring a plate of cookies to share at the cookie
reception that follows the singing. You may leave the cookies in the church kitchen prior to the Carol Sing.

Congregational Meeting: This Wednesday, December 11, everyone connected to HWC is encouraged to attend
a meeting in the church sanctuary at 6:30 p.m. to discuss a proposed building project. At the meeting, we will
present details related to a walkway between buildings that is accessible to all, expansion of our handicapped
parking and upgrading the sanctuary basement. We will also discuss next steps about the project. Childcare will
be provided at the church. The meeting will be streamed through the normal channels.

Poinsettias: The Church welcomes your Christmas Poinsettia to help decorate the sanctuary for Christmas. We
have purchased several poinsettias which you may purchase for $16.00 each or you may bring your own to
drop off at the church office by December 13th. If you would like to purchase one or more poinsettias, you
may use the online giving option, mail a check to the church (indicate poinsettias), or drop off payment a
the church office. If you wish to purchase a poinsettia in memory or in honor of a loved one, please
contact Patty (pattystalker@hwchurch.org or/567-2264) by December 11th. Thank you.

HWC Kids

o This week, kids hear how Mary visited Elizabeth to share joyful news. BIG IDEA: Jesus brings joy to
the world. BIBLE: Luke 1:39-56; Zephaniah 3:14—17

e December Memory Verse: “My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.” —
Luke 1:46-47 (NIV)

e No preteen hangout this month. Come to the carol sing and cookie reception with your family!

e Kids Club: Come celebrate Christmas with us on Saturday the 21st from 9:30-11:00am with carols,
cookies, crafts, and a Christmas movie.

e Reminder: No Kids Connect December 22 and 29 and January 5 and 12. There WILL be Nursery and
Children's Church.

Did you know that Jim Zoller wrote this year’s Sunday morning Advent Candle Readings? We appreciate Jim’s
willingness to serve us through his creative writing.

Church Finances
e Here are the giving totals for the fiscal year (June 2024 — May 2025)

Budget Needed: $473,464.75 / Budget Received: $471,558.29
Thank you for your generosity that enables us to serve one another and others.

e In addition to giving during the offering time in our worship services, you are invited to use online
giving or to drop off or mail your check to the church (P.O. Box 127, Houghton, NY 14744).
e If you would like to see any church financial information, contact the church office.


https://venue.streamspot.com/event/NTI2NjQ5NA==
https://www.hwchurch.org/giving/
https://www.hwchurch.org/giving/

Fire Commissioner Vote: If you live in the Town of Caneadea, please come to the Town Hall tonight (6:00 —
9:00) and cast your vote for Fire Commissioner. If you have any questions, please contact Jon Cole
(joncole@hwchurch.org/585-307-9950).

Holiday Services
Sunday, December 15 8:30 a.m. — Worship Service
9:45 a.m. — Discipleship Hour
11:00 a.m. — Worship Service
4:00 p.m. — Carol Sing (Bring your instruments)
Cookie Reception (Bring treats to share)

Sunday, December 22 10:00 a.m. — Worship Service

Tuesday, December 24 4:00 p.m. — Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
6:00 p.m. — Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

Sunday, December 29 10:00 a.m. — Worship Service

Sunday, January 5 10:00 a.m. — Worship Service
Sunday, January 12 10:00 a.m. — Worship Service
Sunday, January 19 8:30 a.m. — Worship Service

9:45 a.m. — Kids Connect, Youth Sunday School, Adult Discipleship
11:00 a.m. — Worship Service

Streaming: Send your comments, ideas or words of gratitude about the streaming to streaming@hwchurch.org.

If you have questions, concerns or needs, do not hesitate to contact us (585-567-2264, office@hwchurch.org, or
any of us individually). If you have needs in the coming weeks, please let us know.

You continue to be in our prayers. We pray God’s grace and comfort upon you.
Pastor Wes
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