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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

11:00AM DECEMBER 8, 2024
Prelude: “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came™ arr. Paul Manz
Prelude on Divinum Mysterium T. F. H. Candlyn

*Hymn 116 O Come, O Come Emmanuel
Esther Tse, trumpet

Lighting of the Advent Candle: Grace Gasparri, Jozie Zickafoose, Grace Bailey
Life of the Church

Celebration of Ministry: Children’s Ministry

Children’s Sermon: Perfect Timing

*Songs of Adoration: ~ Sing We the Song of Emmanuel; Hope is Alive
(Offering will be received during the first song)

Prayer of Confession
Merciful God, how many prophets of your light have we ignored because they were
not what we were looking for? How many times have we ignored voices crying in
the wilderness, “Make straight the way of the Lord?” How many times have we
breathed a sigh of relief, and turned our backs on your messengers, because they did
not speak the message we expected to hear? Help us hear anew, the cry of those who
would lead us to Christ. Tune our ears to your heralds that we might also testify to
your light. And through the coming of Christ, may we hear yvour words of pardon
and assurance: “If we confess our sins, he will forgive our sins and cleanse us from

all unrighteousness.” Amen.
—adapted from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2008 by B.J. Beu.

Time of Prayer
Song of Response: Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light (Hymn 126)

Scripture Reading: Luke 2: 1-7
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

*Hymn 136 O Little Town of Bethlehem
Greeting One Another

Sermon: But Doesn’t That Say Something About Us?
Pastor Wes Oden

*Song Who Would Have Dreamed

*Benediction

*Postlude: All’ Offertorio Domenico Zipoli
Josh Coram, organ

*Please stand if able ~ Acolyte: Grayson Cox  Scripture Reader: Jill Jordan



Musicians:
Bridget Walton, Luke Ogden, vocals;
Amanda Cox, piano & vocals; Alison Young Reusser, guitar & vocals;
Tim McGarvey, horn; Steve Olsen, bass; Dan Zambrano, cajon

WELCOME TO THE HOUGHTON WESLEYAN CHURCH. Advent is a
bittersweet time: it’s a time of hopeful anticipation for what God is going to do
and a time of painful waiting for God to do what He has promised. On this
Second Sunday of Advent, we are reminded that the promises of old are still true
and that the presence of God with us is still real.

NEXT SUNDAY MORNING is the Third Sunday of Advent. We gather for
worship at 8:30 and 11:00. Pastor Wes will preach about the responses of people
to God’s call on Joseph (Matthew 1:18-25): But What Will People Think?.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING: Everyone is encouraged to attend a
congregational meeting this Wednesday, December 11, 6:30 p.m. in the
sanctuary to discuss a proposed building project. The project includes connecting
our two buildings, upgrading the basement and expanding handicap parking.
Childcare available.

POINSETTIAS: The Church welcomes your Christmas Poinsettias to help
decorate the sanctuary for Christmas. We have purchased several poinsettias
which you may purchase for $16.00 each or you may bring your own to drop off
at the church office by December 13th. If you would like to purchase one or more
poinsettias, you may use the online giving option, mail a check to the church
(indicate poinsettias), or drop off payment at the church office. If you wish to
purchase a poinsettia in memory or in honor of a loved one, please contact Patty
(pattystalker@hwchurch.org /567-2264) by December 1 1th.

CAROL SING: Sunday, December 15 at 4:00 p.m. — please join us for the
annual Christmas Carol Sing in the sanctuary. We invite you to bring your
instruments. Please bring a plate of cookies to share at the cookie reception in
the Community Room following the Carol Sing. You may leave the cookies in
the church kitchen prior to the Carol Sing. Thank you!

HWC KIDS:

e This week in Children's Church and Kids Connect, kids hear the joyful
news that Zechariah and Elizabeth will have a son who will prepare the
way for Jesus. BIG IDEA: God sent Jesus at the perfect time. BIBLE:
Luke 1:5-25, 57—66; Malachi 3:1-+4

e December Memory Verse: “My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit
rejoices in God my Savior.”— Luke 1:46-47 (NIV)

¢ Royal Family Giving Tree: Thank you for all who have brought in gifts
from the RFKC Giving Tree! What a huge blessing this will be to camp
and the kids! There are still a lot of tags left. Grab one (or two or three...)
before December 15th and bring the new, quality item back to one of the
collection bins before the end of the year. Thanks!



CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES: We will host two Christmas Eve Services:
4:00 and 6:00. Both services will include the Lighting of the Christ Candle, a
Children’s Time, Congregational Candle lighting, the reading of the
Christmas story and music. The 6:00 service will be streamed.

CHRISTMAS EVE OFFERING: One of our three selected GLOBAL
YOUTH OUTREACHES is with Ambassador Football’s carefully planned
Liberian national discipleship program for children. Our Christmas offering
will help launch and support up to eight Wesleyan Church sites of 100 boys and
girls. See bulletin insert for details and pray about your contribution this month
using on-line, designated “Christmas” giving, or Christmas eve offering.

MISSION MOMENT: Alan and Cheri Shea praise God for new churches
being planted in Liberia. Pray for Cheri’s health, wholeness and new strength
for each day; Pray as they look for a new doctor to care for her medical needs;
and pray as Alan takes a trip to Liberia to work on the oxygen plant at the
hospital.

PERSECUTED CHURCH: CHINA A 2024 report from the Hudson Institute
highlights the ongoing persecution of 10 Catholic bishops in China. The
Chinese government continues to target Vatican-approved bishops who resist
Communist Party control. The 10 bishops identified in the report have faced
detention, surveillance, and other forms of repression, including indefinite
imprisonment without due process, forced disappearances, and reeducation.
Please be in prayer for our Christian leaders in China.

HOLIDAY SERVICES
Sunday, December 15  8:30 a.m. — Worship Service

11:00 a.m. — Worship Service

4:00 p.m. — Carol Sing (Bring your instruments)

Cookie Reception (Bring treats to share)

Sunday, December 22 10:00 a.m. — Worship Service
Tuesday, December 24 4:00 p.m. — Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

6:00 p.m. — Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Sunday, December 29  10:00 a.m. — Worship Service

STEWARDSHIP
Budget Needed: $456,247.85 / Budget Received: $452,686.57

PRAYER CONCERNS: for all who are grieving; for all with health concerns:
Peter Lingenfelter, Linda Leax, Beth Pocock, Paul and Linda Roth, James
Bates, Terry Ayers, Scarlett Gildemeister, Kim Pegula, Karen Gaerte, Denise
Zambrano, Cameron Green, Vangie Grant, Dan and Sarah Gurley, Chelsea Ellis,
Mark Mayhle, Jeshu, Kurtis and Eliyah Perry, Reuben Samuels, Emily
Crikelair; for refugees throughout the world; for protection, wisdom and peace
in many places of conflict; for all recovering from Hurricanes Helene and
Milton; for Hallsport Christian Church (Pastor Mike Brady).
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