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THE PUZZLE OF

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.
We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son,
who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
John 1:14

I’ve mentioned on different occasions that I enjoy doing jigsaw
puzzles. Actually, I enjoy many different kinds of puzzles—
sudoku, crosswords, Legos, to name a few. There is something
about working on a puzzle that relaxes me. When I do a jigsaw
puzzle, I tend to follow a consistent pattern. First, I separate out
the border pieces. Then I construct the border. After this I look
for colors that stand out and work on those. Gradually, I get to the point where I work my way
through the various shapes and shades until the puzzle is complete.

Recently, working on a new puzzle, I separated the border pieces and connected them into
a rectangle. As I was making my way through the interior part of the puzzle, I found myself con-
fused about pieces that I thought fit particular spots: the pieces worked on one or two sides but
not all of the sides. I also discovered some places where the space I was looking to fill didn’t
make any sense based on the shape and color of the pieces I had left. In addition, I was strug-
gling to keep the puzzle square. The whole thing felt out of kilter. After a bit of frustration and
investigation, I discovered the problem. On the right side of the puzzle, a piece or two above the
bottom corner, I had connected some pieces of the border that seemed like they fit but didn’t. |
came to realize that I had inadvertently left out two pieces of the border, which made one side
longer than the other. When I found those pieces and made the border right, the rest of the prob-
lems disappeared, and I was able to finish the puzzle that for a while had confounded me.

The incarnation is what sets the border of our faith right. The incarnation is what gives the
right dimension and foundation to everything else. Everything that we know and believe of
Jesus is rooted in the incarnation. Without the incarnation, our faith and hope will be out of
kilter and nothing else will fit right.

The birth of Jesus makes his teaching possible. The birth of Jesus enables his life to be
defined by the perfect tension of grace and truth (John 1:14). The birth of Jesus enables the cross
to be a means of redemption. The birth of Jesus makes resurrection a reality. The birth of Jesus
facilitates his ascension. The birth of Jesus makes his reappearing (when he ushers in the king-
dom in all of its fullness and sets everything to right) a hope we can count on. I hope and pray
that as you celebrate the wonder, mystery and love of the birth of Christ this Advent season that
you will do so in light of the reality that this infant born so long ago is the King and the most
appropriate response to this King is to bow daily in allegiance to and worship of Him.

Because Christ has come and is coming,

Pastor Wes
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“{%%/ Stewardship — A Life of Generosity

Over the last few years, our Christmas Eve Offering has been given for a variety of projects in a variety of
places throughout the world. In 2019, we gave $21,000 to help build a new Wesleyan Church in Badr City,
Egypt just outside of Cairo. The building is also used as a conference center and training facility for Wesleyan
churches and pastors in Egypt and across the Middle East.

In 2021, we gave $27,000 to finish the construction of a World Hope International sponsored oxygen plant atm
LaGonave Hospital in Haiti. Because of the chaos in Haiti for the past few years, the accessibility of oxygen
for hospitals has been difficult to find. This plant provides oxygen for the Wesleyan hospital on LaGonave Is-
land and is a source of income in enabling others to purchase oxygen otherwise unavailable.

In 2022, we gave $24,000 to complete the Wycliffe Bible Translators training center in Chang Mei, Thailand.
This center and those who work there, are connected to many of the WBT missionaries we have supported for
years and continue to support. The facility enables Wycliffe to train translators, provide supplementary materi-
als for Bible instruction and audio/video resources to assist in various translation projects in Thailand and
throughout Southeast Asia.

In 2023, we gave $15,313 to help fund an outreach project in Eastern Europe. Our gifts enabled Wesleyan
churches to create social media advertising inviting people to talk with someone about life. This outreach is a
way to help people in need to discover the grace and truth of Jesus to not only meet this need but to transform
their life. In addition, our offering provided training for local teachers to tutor special needs children neglected
in this region.

Thank you for your generosity in past years. God has used your gifts in ways we could never have imagined.
This year the goal is $20,000 for Global Youth Outreach in Australia, Liberia, and Sri Lanka.

Egypt Haiti Thailand  E. Europe

k /4 Christmas Carol Sing and Cookie Reception

Sunday, December 15" at 4:00 p.m. Bring your instruments.
‘ @ Bring a plate of cookies to share (leave them in the church kitchen) before

joining voices in the sanctuary.
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- 7 The 6:00 p.m. service will be streamed. [




HOUGHTON
AUSTRALIA
LIBERIA
SRI LANKA

OUTREACH

Investing in the future...
...the future is now!
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ANNUAL MISSIONS OFFERING

HWC CHRISTMAS 2024




The Church welcomes your Christmas Poinsettias to help decorate the sanctuary for Christmas.
We have purchased several poinsettias which you may purchase for $16.00 each or you may
bring your own to drop off at the church office by December 13™. If you would like to purchase
one or more poinsettias, you may use the online giving option, mail a check to the church
(indicate poinsettias), or drop off payment at the church office. If you wish to purchase a poin-
settia in memory or in honor of a loved one, please email (pattystalkel (@hwchurch.org) or call
Patty (567-2264) with your information by December 11", Thank you!

Please join us on Saturday, November 30, from 10:00-12:00
noon. All are invited to help decorate the sanctuary and foyer
or join us outside to help put up The Heart of Christmas dis-
play on the front lawn of the church.

Please mail lindashea.knapp@amail.com with questlons about
decorating, if you want to let Linda
know you are planning to come or
you may just come on November 30
to help decorate. All ages are invited
to help us decorate the inside and
the outside. You are welcome

to join us for the entire time or

for as long as you can stay.

Thank you.

PASTORS’ CHRISTMAS GIFT

Dear Houghton Church friends,

Gratefulness for the love, graces, and mercies of others are the hallmarks of this Advent and Christmas month.
The Board of Elders encourages our church family members to share gifts with our pastoral staff, as you are
able. It is a very tangible way to express warm thanks for their gifts of service back to us throughout the year.

For your convenience, there are several ways to contribute confidentially, keeping in mind that all gifts should
be received by Sunday, December 22. Be sure to designate Pastors’ Christmas Gift on the check and it will be
distributed equitably to our pastoral staff members.

1. Mail your check to the church office: Houghton Wesleyan Church, PO Box 127 or 9712 Route 19,

Houghton, NY 14744.

2. Drop off your gift at the church office.

3. Give online at www.hwchurch.org/giving. Select Pastors’ Christmas Fund designation.

4. Give it directly to Dick Harter.

Thank you for your generosity. Your gift is tax deductible but is taxable for those who receive it. We pray for
God’s guidance, strength, and blessing on you as you participate in our church family through the year.

Daryl Stevenson (for the Board of Elders)

Please pray for Willis Beardsley and his family at the death
of his brother Joel on November 19.

With Yincene (,ngm_,mtht,
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December 2024 HWC Youth News:

Youth Group in Nov — Sun evenings 6-8pm — 7" — 12 I ‘FHIRI'%T'MAS) IRIE?M‘NDS'IUS X
- olS 1S DUN ;'."".|'.‘ U

e Nov 24 - Jesus is our Savior.
e Dec 1 - God is With Us,
e Dec 8 - Progressive Dinner. 5:30 Start time!

e Dec 15 - Church Carol Sing and cookie reception —4pm i bbb Lo

GOD 1S WITH US.

FOR TO US A CHILD IS BORN, TO US A SON IS
GIYEN, AND THE GOVERNMENT WILL BE ON HIS
SHOULDERS, AND HE WILL BE CALLED

WONDERFUL COUNSELOR, MIGHTY GOD,
EVERLASTING FATHER, PRINCE OF PEACE.

WAMAM &6 (MIV)

o

Prayer Breakfast, Wednesday Mornings
in December — 7am:
December 4,11,18

Pancakes and Prayer, 7am, community room. See you there!

Discipleship Hour (SS) 9:45 in the youth room, 7" - 12" grades:

Youth Discipleship hour in Dec

I HE
M will be focused on the Psalms!
ot

(For the HWCYG annual permission slip click here. )

Upcoming Events:

Winter Retreat — January 24-26, 2025
The early bird deadline is Dec 8 and is $100.
After that Registration will cost $120.
Get WR info here...

And...

Register Here!

PRAYER VIGIL

We have just completed our sixteenth 3-week, 24/7 prayer vigil. Once again, we experienced the blessing and grace of God
through an extended time of prayer. While we didn’t cover every hour, we did have someone praying many of the hours!
Many of these hours were individuals praying, but we also had numerous hours of groups praying—families, couples,
roommates, friends, Kids Connect classes, athletic teams and other groups. We believe that because of our prayers, God
has and will continue to work miraculously—in ways that we can see and quantify and in ways that are more hidden.
Whichever, we are pleased to be part of something that God is doing, something that is beyond us.

Please note that the prayer room is always open for prayer.
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HWC Kids

December series "Joy Story”:

At Christmas, gifts are all around us, but we
know the holiday isn't about the toys—it's
about the joy of Jesus' birth. We might expe-
rience joy from opening up gifts, but God
gives us even greater joy through Jesus. In
this 5-week series, kids will learn all about

| week1 B week2 | week3 | week4 | WEekS B the joy Jesus brought into the world. They'll

Eorrh i s Ay ey Il |c2n that Jesus is the savior God promised,
o0 onsa Wortd. Ao how God sent Jesus at the perfect time, that
"My soul glorifies the Lord and my everyone is invited to worship Jesus because
spirit rejoices in God my Savior.” Jesus brings joy to the world, and what it

2 means to say Jesus is God's greatest gift."

My soul glorifies the Lord
and my spirit rejoices in

December Memory Verse: God my Savior.

LUKE 1:46-47 (NIV)

December Kids Club: Saturday, Decem-
ber 21, 9:30-11:00am - More details to come!

-No Preteen Hangout in December!
Join us for the Carol Sing and Cookies that evening, Sunday the 15th.

3 VS EEE
[ M
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From the

Library Shelves

W =N

Amidst the hustle and bustle of life during this Christmas season, we have a number of books for you
to enjoy. For Advent we have In The Manger, inspirational selections by Max Lucado; When Will It
Be Christmas?, stories and family activities by Carol Garborg; and Celebrating Advent, family devo-
tions and activities for the Christmas Season by Ann Hibbard. There are also books about the Christ-
mas carols, Stories of Christmas Carols by Ernest K. Emurian and The Carols of Christmas by An-
drew Gant.

Christmas fiction to enjoy is Jan Karon’s Shepherds Abiding; Catching Christmas by Terri Black-
stock; and two books by Thomas Kinkade, The Christmas Angel, and A Christmas Promise.

These and more are waiting for you in our church library. Come on in!!



Wellspring Words

Wellspring stops now to thank God for those at HWC (and beyond) that He has used to bless the
work there this year. Please remember our ongoing prayer need for a new executive director
Your FAITHFUL GIVING has provided meals, food boxes, material goods, urgent bills paid, as well
as opportunities to share the Word, listen, and pray. We thank you.
"Whoever brings blessing will himself be enriched, and one
who waters will himself be watered." Proverbs 11:25

To Note: 11/20 - Christmas Room opened for parents to "shop"
(Contributions of new items for children birth to 18yrs. are welcome.
Label please, for this purpose.)
Thanksgiving Week - CLOSED
12/20 -Christmas Dinner - 11:30 start
12/21-1/2 - CLOSED
1/3/2025 - Reopens

Merry Christmas -
Beth Beardsley for the Board

The Highlanders Shop & Printing Press

(located in the Reinhold Campus Center on campus)

Books Galore!

Bargain Books Are Here! Hundreds of Bargain Books have just arrived with a variety of genres
(including lots of children’s books and activity books) at 40-75% off list price and will be available
beginning December 2! These make great Christmas gifts or a treat for yourself.

Fair Trade Gifts

If you are looking for a unique gift that supports artisans from around the world and empowers their
communities, The Highlanders Shop has a Fair Trade gift section with hand crafted ornaments,
nativities, soapstone carved animals and figurines, bags, décor, jewelry, and many other great gift
items.

Printing

Have you been looking for a place to print your Christmas letters and cards, programs, brochures,
invitations, posters, etc.? Look no further! The Highlanders Printing Press is located on the main
level of the Reinhold Campus Center in The Highlanders Shop on campus. The Highlanders Printing
Press is a full-service print shop that services faculty, staff, students, campus clubs, and local com-
munities. We offer high-quality color and black and white printing, specialty papers, and a variety of
finishing options (comb binding, laminating, folding, cutting, padding, etc.). We offer fast and friendly
service, and are happy to help you with all your printing and finishing needs! To request a quote or
submit a job, visit our website or stop in to talk with us.



https://store.houghton.edu/printing-press/

As we celebrate the end of our first full year at our
new location, we are thankful for the large number
of new visitors we have had, and we hope to see
many of the readers of the church Highlights as new
visitors in December and into the new year. Having
just completed our work with a well known estate in
Wellsville, we have 50 to 60 cases of treasure waiting

to be unboxed.

Have a wonderful Christmas Season!

Vintage Finds—Treasured Memories

6 Chapel Street
Belfast, New York

Open Wednesday to Saturday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

except Christmas Day

SUNDAYS IN DECEMBER

December 1 (8:30 Indoor / 11:00 Indoor/Streaming)
a.m. But We Don’t Understand (Luke 1:5-25)

December 8 (8:30 Indoor / 11:00 Indoor/Streaming)

a.m. But Doesn’t that Say Something about Us? (Luke 2:1-7)

December 15 (8:30 indoor/11:00 Indoor/Streaming)
a.m. But What Will People Think? (Matthew 1:18-25)

December 22 (10:00 Indoor/Streaming)
a.m. But How Can We? (Revelation 12)

December 29 (10:00 Indoor/Streaming)
a.m. Pastor David Huizenga
N/

o\

Reminder: All gifts for calendar year 2024 need to be

e given in church on December 29 or be delivered to the
church office by the 30th

e mailed with a postmark date of December 31 or earlier,

e or need to be made online by 4:00 pm on December 31
with a transaction date of December 31 at the latest

CHURCH STAFF

Wes Oden, Senior Pastor
wesoden@hwchurch.org

Jon Cole, Youth Pastor
joncole@hwchurch.org

Cindy Oden, Assistant Pastor
cindvoden@hwchurch.org

David Huizenga, Assistant Pastor

davidhuizenga@hwchurch.org

Emily Spateholts, Children’s Ministry
emilyspateholts@hwchurch.org

Amanda Cox, Music and Worship Director

amandacox@hwchurch.org

Judy Congdon, Organist & Choral Director
judycongdon@hwchurch.org

Church Office 585-567-2264
office@hwchurch.org
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to noon & 1 to 5 p.m.
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