




WELCOME TO THE HOUGHTON WESLEYAN CHURCH. The season 
of Advent is a time of expectancy and preparation. Advent is a time for Chris-
tians to prepare—body, mind and spirit—to celebrate the coming of the Christ 
Child and to anticipate the coming of Christ the King of kings and Lord of 
lords. As we prepare, let us open ourselves to the truths of God’s word and to 
the leading of the Holy Spirit to make Christ the center of all that we are and 
do. 

THE LORD’S SUPPER: This morning, we are receiving the elements of 
communion by intinction (to dip in). When your row is released, come to the 
front, tear off a piece of bread, dip it into the cup and eat it. You may return to 
your seat by the outside aisle. As an alternative to intinction, we have set up 
stations with trays of bread and cups as well as gluten-free bread. If you prefer 
to use these elements, feel free to walk past the intinction servers and proceed 
to the trays. If coming to the front is difficult for you or if you prefer, please 
inform the usher and we will serve you in your seat. 

NEXT SUNDAY MORNING is the Second Sunday of Advent. We invite you 
to join us for worship at 8:30 and 11:00. The 11:00 service will be streamed. 
Pastor Wes will preach about the involvement of Caesar Augustus in the birth 
of Jesus (Luke 2): But Doesn’t That Say Something About Us? 

ADVENT DEVOTIONS: Pastor Wes has prepared brief Advent devotions for 
the Sundays of Advent and Christmas Eve/Christmas Day. Printed copies are 
available in the church foyer. These are intended to be used as individuals, with 
family or friends. 

POINSETTIAS: The Church welcomes your Christmas Poinsettias to help 
decorate the sanctuary for Christmas. We have purchased several poinsettias 
which you may purchase for $16.00 each or you may bring your own to drop 
off at the church office by December 13th.  If you would like to purchase one or 
more poinsettias, you may use the online giving option, mail a check to the 
church (indicate poinsettias), or drop off payment at the church office.  If you 
wish to purchase a poinsettia in memory or in honor of a loved one, please 
email (pattystalker@hwchurch.org) or call Patty (567-2264) with your infor-
mation by December 11th.  Thank you!  

CHRISTMAS EVE OFFERING: This year’s offering assists in expanding 
three children and youth outreaches (camps, discipleship, etc.) in areas we sup-
port through the George’s church planting in Australia, Jon Ortlip’s Ambassa-
dor Football in Liberia, and the Rodrigo’s church outreach in Sri Lanka.  All 
three projects focus on young people – GLOBAL YOUTH OUTREACH!  Our 
own youth are preparing to travel to Australia.  More info will be shared each 
week.  Earmark gifts “Christmas,” give on line, or donate on Christmas Eve. 

 
STEWARDSHIP       

  Budget Needed: $439,030.95 / Budget Received: $438,932.90  
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HWC KIDS: December HWC Kids Series:  "Joy Story - "At Christmas, gifts 
are all around us, but we know the holiday isn't about the toys—it's about 
the joy of Jesus' birth. We might experience joy from opening up gifts, 
but God gives us even greater joy through Jesus. In this 5-week series, 
kids will learn all about the joy Jesus brought into the world. They'll learn 
that Jesus is the savior God promised, how God sent Jesus at the perfect 
time, that everyone is invited to worship Jesus because Jesus brings joy to 
the world, and what it means to say Jesus is God's greatest gift." 

• This week in Children's Church and Kids Connect, kids hear about how 
the angel Gabriel told Mary the joyful news that she will carry God's own 
son. BIG IDEA: Jesus is the savior God promised. BIBLE: Luke 1:26–38; 
Jeremiah 33:14–16 

• December Memory Verse: “My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit re-
joices in God my Savior.”— Luke 1:46–47 (NIV) 

• Mark your calendars:  Kids Club on Saturday, December 21, 9:30-11am; 
no Kids Connect on December 22 and 29; no Preteen Hangout this month 
due to the Carol sing. 

 

MISSION MOMENT Breanna Smithley – Acorn AP Praise that the centre in 
Exeter opened successfully in September and has started strong. The relation-
ships they have made with the young people are positive, open and trusting. 
Give thanks for the strong start and the positive local reputation Acorn Exeter 
is already developing Pray for the young people to grow in their appreciation 
for each other. Pray that the young people will increase in confidence as their 
needs are recognized and addressed. Pray for more opportunities to get to 
know and support their young peoples’ families. 
 

PERSECUTED CHURCH: NIGERIA Communities of Christians in North-
ern Nigeria are coming together in prayer and seeking support as they address 
the growing issue of violent kidnappings. Extremists are increasingly abduct-
ing Christians and demanding significant ransoms, putting immense pressure 
on families and local communities. This crisis goes beyond financial con-
cerns, however, as evidenced by the recent abduction of a 10-year-old Chris-
tian girl in Katsina. Her family is struggling to meet the demand of 1 million 
Naira (around $600). The extremists have threatened to sell the girl if her fam-
ily cannot meet their demands. Please pray for her return to her family, and 
for the safety of our brothers and sisters in Nigeria. 
 

PRAYER CONCERNS: for all who are grieving; for all with health con-
cerns: Peter Lingenfelter, Linda Leax, Beth Pocock, Paul and Linda Roth, 
James Bates, Terry Ayers, Scarlett Gildemeister, Kim Pegula, Karen Gaerte, 
Denise Zambrano, Cameron Green, Vangie Grant, Dan and Sarah Gurley, 
Chelsea Ellis, Mark Mayhle, Jeshu, Kurtis and Eliyah Perry, Reuben Samuels, 
Emily Crikelair; for refugees throughout the world; for protection, wisdom 
and peace in many places of conflict; for all recovering from Hurricanes     
Helene and Milton; for Faith Baptist Church, Wellsville. 


