November 26, 2024

Dear Houghton Church Friends,

Happy Thanksgiving!

Here is our Sunday schedule:

8:30 a.m. — Indoor Worship Service
9:45 a.m. — Discipleship Hour (Children, Youth and Adults)
11:00 a.m. — Indoor Worship Service (Streaming)

First Sunday of Advent: This Sunday is the beginning of the season of Advent. During this season, we will light the

Advent Candles, sing songs proclaiming Christ’s birth and hear once again the stories of his coming.

Sunday Worship: This Sunday we will receive Holy Communion as we think about the angel appearing to Zechariah and

the response of the people to the circumstances of his angelic encounter (Luke 1:5-25): But We Don’t Understand.

HWC Kids

December HWC Kids Series: "Joy Story - "At Christmas, gifts are all around us, but we know the holiday isn't
about the toys—it's about the joy of Jesus' birth. We might experience joy from opening up gifts, but God gives us
even greater joy through Jesus. In this 5-week series, kids will learn all about the joy Jesus brought into the world.
They'll learn that Jesus is the savior God promised, how God sent Jesus at the perfect time, that everyone is
invited to worship Jesus because Jesus brings joy to the world, and what it means to say Jesus is God's greatest
gift."

This week in Children's Church and Kids Connect, kids hear about how the angel Gabriel told Mary the joyful
news that she will carry God's own son. BIG IDEA: Jesus is the savior God promised. BIBLE: Luke 1:26-38;
Jeremiah 33:14-16

December Memory Verse: “My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.”— Luke 1:46—47
(NIV)

Mark your calendars: Kids Club on Saturday, December 21, 9:30-11am; no Kids Connect on December 22 and
29; no Preteen Hangout this month due to the Carol sing.

Advent Decorating: November 30, from 10:00 a.m.-12:00 noon. All ages are invited to help decorate the sanctuary for

Advent or join us outside to help put up The Heart of Christmas display on the front lawn of the church. All ages
are invited to help us decorate the inside and the outside. Thank you.

Thanksgiving Holiday Office Hours: The church office will be closed Thursday and Friday this week (November 28

and 29). Have a wonderful holiday celebration.

Church Finances

e Here are the giving totals for the fiscal year (June 2024 — May 2025)
Budget Needed: $439,030.95 / Budget Received: $438,932.90
Thank you for your generosity that enables us to serve one another and others.

e In addition to giving during the offering time in our worship services, you are invited to use online giving or
to drop off or mail your check to the church (P.O. Box 127, Houghton, NY 14744).
e Ifyou would like to see any church financial information, contact the church office.

Streaming: Send your comments, ideas or words of gratitude about the streaming to streaming@hwchurch.org.

If you have questions, concerns or needs, do not hesitate to contact us (585-567-2264, office@hwchurch.org, or any of us

individually). If you have needs in the coming weeks, please let us know.

You continue to be in our prayers. We pray God’s grace and comfort upon you.
Pastor Wes
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