TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
11:00AM NOVEMBER 24, 2024

Prelude: “Now Thank We All Our God” arr. Paul Manz

Call to Worship (from Lamentations 3)
Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed,
for his compassions never fail.
They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.
I say to myself, “The Lord is my portion; therefore I will wait for him.”
The Lord is good to those whose hope is in him, to the one who seeks him;
It is good to wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord.

*Hymn #9 Now Thank We All Our God
Life of the Church

Celebration of Ministry: Poetice in Zambia Hope Willert

Children’s Sermon: Hope

*Songs of Adoration: Come Now Is the Time to Worship; Great Are You Lord
(Offering will be received during the first song)

Prayer of Confession
Almighty God, you have raised Jesus from death to life and crowned him
Lord of all. We confess that we have not always bowed before him or
always acknowledged his rule in our lives. Forgive us and raise us from
sin, that we may be your faithful people, obeying the commands of our

Lord Jesus Christ, who rules the world and is head of the church, his body.

In his name we pray, Amen.
Time of Prayer
Song of Response: Great is Thy Faithfulness

Scripture Reading: Genesis 50 (Selected Verses)
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

*Song Goodness of God
Greeting One Another
Sermon: Don’t Forget Me
Pastor Wes Oden
*Hymn My Faith Has Found a Resting Place (on screen)
*Benediction

*Postlude: Marche triomphale: “Now Thank We All Our God” S. Karg-Elert

*Please stand if able ~ Acolyte: Ella Pocock  Scripture Reader: Jamie Potter

Musicians:
Emily Quick, Mike Cox, vocals; Sharon Johnson, piano & vocals;
Dianna Clem, flute; Jan Schilke, keyboard;
Christopher Moeller, guitar; Dan Wartinger, cajon

WELCOME TO THE HOUGHTON WESLEYAN CHURCH. The spirit of
thanksgiving is not limited to one day a year; it is an imperative for every day.
Because of all that God has done for us, we have every reason to give thanks.
Even when life brings difficulty and pain, we know that God is good, and we
give thanks. So today, let us continue to give thanks.

TONIGHT AT 4:00 P.M. Prayer Vigil Closing Celebration: All are invited to
the church sanctuary for a time of sharing, song, prayer and the lighting of
candles as we commemorate another prayer vigil.

NEXT SUNDAY MORNING is the First Sunday of Advent. We invite you to
join us for worship at 8:30 and 11:00. The 11:00 service is also streamed. Next
week’s sermon focuses on Zechariah’s response to being visited by an angel
(Luke 1:5-25). Next Sunday we will receive Holy Communion.

ADVENT DEVOTIONS: Pastor Wes has prepared brief Advent devotions for
the Sundays of Advent and Christmas Eve/Christmas Day. Printed copies are
available in the church foyer. These are intended to be used as individuals, with
family or friends.

ADVENT DECORATING: November 30, from 10:00 a.m.-12:00 noon. All
ages are invited to help decorate the sanctuary for Advent or join us outside to
help put up The Heart of Christmas display on the front lawn of the church. All
ages are invited to help us decorate the inside and the outside. Thank you.

HWC Kids

e  This week in Children's Church and Kids Connect, kids learn how Ruth
married Boaz and what was special about their family line. BIG IDEA:
God gives us hope. BIBLE: Ruth 4; Revelation 1:4-8 - November
Memory Verse: “The Lord your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior
who saves.”— Zephaniah 3:17a (NIV)

e RFKC Christmas Giving Tree: Pick a tag (or two or three...) off of one
of the trees in the sanctuary foyer and CE building foyer, purchase the
new, quality item for RFKC and return it to the bin under the table. Your
gifts will help give 52 local kids, recommended by DSS a week to
remember at Royal Family Kids Camp this summer.



MISSION MOMENT: Anthony & Nancy Petrillo — TEN3 (Transformational
Education Network): Pray for Kano Center — for protection, continued
provision and that the light of Christ would be clearly shining. Pray for World
Bank Project — presentation of the Gospel as they teach technology allowing
them to share the Gospel with more people. Pray for permanent location to
build a facility instead of renting. Pray asking God to continue to be glorified
through all of the work they do.

THE PERSECUTED CHURCH: RUSSIA On October 30, 2024, a bill was
introduced to the State Duma (parliament) proposing a ban on worship services
in non-residential premises of apartment buildings. The initiative has sparked
active discussions among religious leaders, who often hold prayers on such
premises due to the lack of specialized buildings. The authors of the bill argue
that religious gatherings in apartment buildings can create inconveniences for
residents and provoke domestic conflicts. In short, you could say that the
authors of the bill see worshippers as a threat to the safety of residential areas.
Many Evangelical (Protestant) communities indeed do not have separate
premises for worship. That means that gathering in a house is both logical and
usual. Please be in prayer for our Russian brothers and sisters as they navigate
these restrictions.

STEWARDSHIP
Budget Needed: $421,814.05 / Budget Received: $420,041.05

PRAYER CONCERNS: for Willis Beardsley and his family at the death of
his brother, Joel, and for all who are grieving; for all with health concerns:
Peter Lingenfelter, Linda Leax, Beth Pocock, Paul and Linda Roth, James
Bates, Terry Ayers, Scarlett Gildemeister, Kim Pegula, Karen Gaerte, Denise
Zambrano, Cameron Green, Vangie Grant, Dan and Sarah Gurley, Chelsea
Ellis, Mark Mayhle, Jeshu, Kurtis and Eliyah Perry, Reuben Samuels, Emily
Crikelair; for refugees throughout the world; for protection, wisdom and peace
in many places of conflict; for all recovering from Hurricanes Helene and
Milton; for Grace United Church, Wellsville (Pastor Karen Heil Borchart).



