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WESLEY ODEN, Senior Pastor
JON COLE, Youth Pastor
DAVID HUIZENGA, Assistant Pastor
CINDY ODEN, Assistant Pastor
AMANDA COX, Music and Worship Director
EMILY SPATEHOLTS, Children’s Ministry Director
JUDY CONGDON, Organist and Choir Director



TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

11:00AM NOVEMBER 17, 2024
Prelude: Fugue in C major, BWV 545b J.S. Bach
Call to Worship (Psalm 100)
Choral Introit: Old Hundredth Psalm Tune ............. Ralph Vaughan Williams
*The congregation is invited to join in singing the first and final stanza
Esther Tse, trumpet Jonathan Niemi, organ

Life of the Church
Celebration of Ministry: Food Pantry
Children’s Sermon: Be Bold

*Songs of Adoration: ~ May the Peoples Praise You; Living Hope
(Offering will be received during the first song)

Prayer of Confession
Merciful God, we confess to you now that we have sinned. We confess
the sins that no one knows and the sins that everyone knows. We confess
the sins that are a burden to us and the sins that do not bother us because
we have grown used to them. We confess our sins as a church—
hesitating to love one another, to forgive one another, to give ourselves
to one another like Christ. Father, forgive us. Send the Holy Spirit upon
us as you did your disciples, that he may give us power to live as you
have called us to live. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Time of Prayer
Song of Response: Savior, Like a Shepherd, Lead Us

Scripture Reading: Genesis 42-45 (Selected Verses)
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

*Hymn 268 My Faith Looks Up to Thee
Greeting One Another

Sermon: I’m Not Going to Make This Easy
Pastor Wes Oden

*Song By Our Love
*Benediction

*Postlude: Allegro maestoso e vivace (from Sonata II) F. Mendelssohn

*Please stand if able  Acolyte: Sam Beardsley  Scripture Reader: Kerrie Davidson
Musicians:
Kristen Sanasith, Evie Cox, vocals; Sharon Johnson, piano & vocals;
Jill Jordan, violin; Dan Zambrano, cajon



WELCOME TO THE HOUGHTON WESLEYAN CHURCH. The psalmist calls all
people to praise God in every way with everything. As we gather for worship
today, may we remember all that God has done for us and may these memories
inspire us to praise with our mouth, our mind, our body, our spirit and may our
worship enable us to hear God and to respond to him with joyful love.

NEXT SUNDAY MORNING: Pastor Wes concludes our journey through the Book
of Genesis. Next Sunday’s sermon comes from Genesis 50 that recounts the
stories of Jacob’s and Joseph’s deaths: Don 't Forget Me. Next Sunday we gather
for worship at 8:30 and 11:00. The 11:00 service will be streamed. Adult
Discipleship Hour, Youth Sunday School and Kids Connect is at 9:45 a.m.

PRAYER VIGIL EVENT: One week remains to our three-week, 24/7 prayer

vigil. You can sign up for an hour or more anytime online (hwchurch.org) or by

contacting the church office. The prayer room has been E E
i

designed in a variety of ways to help us experience this year’s
theme: Thinking like Jesus. We have also designed a new

prayer page on our website with all prayer materials and .
prayer room pictures. We will have people who will be in the E
lower foyer throughout the day and night to welcome you and

to be available if any concerns arise.

HWC KIDS
® This week in Children's Church and Kids Connect, kids learn how Ruth
boldly asked Boaz for help.
BIG IDEA: God gives us boldness. BIBLE: Ruth 3; Hebrews 10:19-25
e Preteen Hangout: Tonight from 6-8pm, 5th and 6th graders join us for an
informal time of food, friends, fun, and faith!

ADVENT DECORATING, November 30 from 10:00 a.m.-12:00 noon. All
ages are invited to help decorate the sanctuary for Advent, or join us outside to
help put up The Heart of Christmas display on the front lawn of the church. All
ages are invited to help us decorate the inside and the outside.

MISSION MOMENT: Rod & Ellen Casali — Canada Institute of Linguistics
Praise — Rod is working on linguistic research (focusing on vowel systems for the
African languages). Pray that the work he accomplishes will be useful to
colleagues who are analyzing languages in Africa. Rod was able to give some
constructive feedback to course leaders and Bible translation consultants without
much training in translation linguistics and some additional background in the
subject recently. Ellen joins him in that ministry and offers practical help as
needed.

STEWARDSHIP
Budget Needed: $404,597.15 / Budget Received: $401,721.66



THE PERSECUTED CHURCH: What is Persecution? Persecution is
harassment or opposition for following Jesus. In the Sermon on the Mount,
the term Jesus uses for “persecuted” means “pursued with hostility.” He goes
on to describe how this can mean everything from people ridiculing, shaming,
excluding, or lying about you to people arresting you, imprisoning you, driving
you out, or destroying your life (see Matt. 5:10—-12; 10:16-33; Luke 6:22-23).
Notably, persecution is when these forms of resistance come specifically
because someone is following Jesus. In Matthew 5, Jesus says to expect this
hostility that occurs “because of righteousness™ and “because of me.” Please be
in prayer for our brothers and sisters around the world who regularly
experience persecution for following Jesus.

PRAYER CONCERNS: for all who are grieving; for all with health concerns:
Peter Lingenfelter, Linda Leax, Beth Pocock, Paul and Linda Roth, James
Bates, Terry Ayers, Scarlett Gildemeister, Kim Pegula, Karen Gaerte, Denise
Zambrano, Cameron Green, Vangie Grant, Dan and Sarah Gurley, Chelsea
Ellis, Mark Mayhle, Jeshu, Kurtis and Eliyah Perry, Reuben Samuels, Emily
Crikelair; for refugees throughout the world; for protection, wisdom and peace
in many places of conflict; for all recovering from Hurricanes Helene and
Milton; for Brookside Wesleyan Church, Wellsville (Pastor Monty Ader).
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