
 
 

 

 

October 8, 2024 

Dear Houghton Church Friends, 

Here is our Sunday schedule: 
  8:30 a.m. – Indoor Worship Service 
  9:45 a.m. – Discipleship Hour (Children, Youth and Adults) 
11:00 a.m. – Indoor Worship Service (Streaming) 

Sunday Sermon: We continue our move through Genesis focusing this week on Genesis 16, the story 
of Hagar: Who Gets God’s Attention? 

HWC Kids 
- This week in Children's Church and Kids Connect, kids see how Job's friends comforted Job. 

BIG IDEA: We can show God’s love in small ways. BIBLE: Job 2:11–13; 16:1–5; Hebrews 
4:12–16 

- Harvest Festival:  Saturday, October 19th from 10am-1pm:  Food, hayride, fire truck bucket 
rides, bounce house, games and prizes, goodie bags, crafts, sensory area at the Valley Preschool 
Open House, Magic Show from 11-12, and MORE!  Free family event for all ages! 

- Donations of snacks and candy for Harvest Festival needed!  Please drop off individually 
packaged snacks (i.e goldfish, pretzels, fruit snacks, chips, etc.) and candy at one of the 
donation baskets at the Church office, CE building foyer, and sanctuary foyer.  Thanks! 

- Next Preteen Hangout is Sunday, October 20th from 6-8pm for grades 5 & 6.!! 

MEMBERSHIP CLASS: Pastor Wes is organizing a class for all who are interested in becoming a 
member of HWC or who are interested in knowing more about membership. If you are 
interested in knowing more about the class, please contact Pastor Wes (567-2264 or 
wesoden@hwchurch.org). 

Hurricane Helene Response: In response to reported damages and awareness of immediate and long-
term needs, General Superintendent Wayne Schmidt has activated the Wesleyan Emergency 
Relief Fund (WERF). Wesleyan Church leaders are focusing on urgent relief measures 
including community provision distribution, immediate structural repairs and debris removal. 
Several pickup loads of relief have already been delivered; more is on the way. How can you 
help? Please pray for the many who have had their lives altered by loss and who need signs of 
encouragement and assurance of God’s care for them. If you are interested in giving, here are 
two ways to do so: 

• Online: https://wes.life/WERF-Helene. 
• Mail: WERF, 13300 Olio Road, Suite 100, Fishers, IN 46037. 
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Communication Preferences: we want to only send messages you specifically desire (i.e., Children’s 
Ministry, Weekly Video, etc.). Please use this link to access the digital form to indicate your 
communication preferences. 

Did you know that our Annual Harvest Festival is coming up on Saturday, October 19th from 10am-
1pm. For years this outreach event has welcomed the broader community into our church for a 
fun, free celebration for all ages. This year we'll enjoy hayrides, fire truck bucket rides, a magic 
show, VPS open house and sensory area, bounce house, games and prizes, food, soup cookoff, 
goodie bags and more! Each year we give away over 100 goodie bags with treats, info on our 
Children's Ministries and the good news of Jesus to any kid who walks through our doors! 
Thank you for your donations of snacks and candy and baked goods, for participating in the 
soup cookoff, and for volunteering your time and energy to make this event a success! 

Church Finances 
• Here are the giving totals for the fiscal year (June 2024 – May 2025) 

Budget Needed: $318,512.65 / Budget Received: $322,328.11 

Thank you for your generosity that enables us to serve one another and others. 

• In addition to giving during the offering time in our worship services, you are invited to use 
online giving or to drop off or mail your check to the church (P.O. Box 127, Houghton, NY 
14744). 

• If you would like to see any church financial information, contact the church office. 

Streaming: Send your comments, ideas or words of gratitude about the streaming to 
streaming@hwchurch.org. 

If you have questions, concerns or needs, do not hesitate to contact us (585-567-2264, 
office@hwchurch.org, or any of us individually). If you have needs in the coming weeks, 
please let us know. 

You continue to be in our prayers. We pray God’s grace and comfort upon you. 
Pastor Wes 
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