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WESLEY ODEN, Senior Pastor
JON COLE, Youth Pastor
DAVID HUIZENGA, Assistant Pastor
CINDY ODEN, Assistant Pastor
AMANDA COX, Music and Worship Director
EMILY SPATEHOLTS, Children’s Ministry Director
JUDY CONGDON, Organist and Choir Director



TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
11:00aM OCTOBER 6, 2024

Prelude: Prelude in C major David N. Johnson

Call to Worship
Let us worship God, who reconciles us to Himself through Christ.
We are new creations; the old has gone, the new has come!
Let us worship God as Christ’s ambassadors.
Through us and through our worship
may we announce the good news to all.
Let us worship God in spirit and in truth.
Praise God! We are reconciled, redeemed, renewed!

*Hymn 15 The God of Abraham Praise
Life of the Church

Children’s Sermon: God is With Me in My Misadventures

*Songs of Adoration:
May the Peoples Praise You; A Thousand Hallelujahs; Doxology

(Offering will be received during the second song)

Prayer of Confession
Heavenly Father, you are perfect in love, power, holiness, compassion, and
truth...we are not. Forgive us for being more concerned with taking love than
with giving love. Forgive us for being unmoved with apathy toward people in
need rather than being moved by compassion like Jesus. Forgive us for believing
that holiness is defined by behaviors we check off a list than with openness to
being filled and led by your Spirit. And forgive us for giving others the impres-
sion that we are more like you than we are. In your grace and mercy, hear our
prayers and give us fullness of life that can be found only in you and let us hear
once again the promise of your word: If you confess your sins, God is faithful and
Jjust and will forgive your sins. Amen.

Time of Prayer
Song of Response: I Give You My Heart

Scripture Reading: Genesis 15 & 17 (selected verses)
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

Greeting One Another

Sermon: Do You Really Believe in God?
Pastor Wes Oden

The Lord’s Supper Jesus Paid it All
Surrender All
Take My Life and Let it Be (Hymn 294, Tune of #87)

*Benediction

*Postlude: Processional in D David N. Johnson

*Please stand if able. Acolyte: Belle Babbitt Scripture Reader: Jonathan Gates



Musicians:
Indi Knapp; Evie Cox; Grayson Cox, vocals;
Amanda Cox, piano & vocals; Caleb Hilsher, guitar;
Dianna Clem, flute; Dan Zambrano, cajon

WELCOME TO THE HOUGHTON WESLEYAN CHURCH. We worship
today because Christ who was dead is risen and all who believe in Him have life
in Him. May God help us worship today so that we may go forth to live in His
grace and power every day.

THE LORD’S SUPPER: This morning we are receiving the elements of com-
munion by intinction (to dip in). When your row is released, come to the front,
tear off a piece of bread, dip it into the cup and eat it. You may return to your
seat by the outside aisle. As an alternative to intinction, we have set up stations
with trays of bread and cups as well as gluten-free bread. If you prefer to use
these elements, feel free to walk past the intinction servers and proceed to the
trays. If coming to the front is difficult for you or if you prefer, please inform the
usher and we will serve you in your seat.

NEXT SUNDAY MORNING: Pastor Wes continues our journey through Gen-
esis. Next week’s sermon focuses our attention on Hagar and Ishmael (Genesis
16, 21): Who Gets God’s Attention. Next Sunday we gather for worship at 8:30
and 11:00, both indoors. The 11:00 service will be streamed. Adult Discipleship
Hour , Youth Sunday School and Kids Connect is at 9:45 a.m.

MEMBERSHIP CLASS: Pastor Wes is organizing a class for all who are in-
terested in becoming a member of HWC or who are interested in knowing more
about membership. If you are interested in knowing more about the class, please
contact Pastor Wes (567-2264 or wesoden@hwchurch.org).

HWC KIDS

October Series on Job: "People often say, "It's about the journey, not the des-
tination," when their travel plans don't work out how they expected. This
phrase couldn't have been more true for Job, who went through a shocking
journey. In this 4-week series, kids will hear from Job's story as he learned
to navigate loss and trust God's itinerary every step of the way. Through the
story of Job's perseverance and faithfulness, kids will learn that God is with
them no matter what they go through, they can show God's love in small
ways, God is bigger than they could ever understand, and they can trust God
will make everything right."

This week in Children's Church and Kids Connect, kids see how Job's
faithfulness to God was tested. BIG IDEA: God is with me no matter what |
go through. BIBLE: Job 1-2:10; Hebrews 2:5-12

Annual Harvest Festival: Saturday, October 19th from 10am-1pm - FREE! -
food, games, hayride, bounce house, prizes and goodie bags, soup cookoff,
Valley Preschool Open House, and more! Boxes for donations of snacks
and candy are located at the office, CE building foyer, and sanctuary foyer.
Consider donating individually packaged snacks (pretzels, goldfish, fruit
snacks, etc.) or candy to help us fill our 150 goodie bags. Thanks!!



mailto:wesoden@hwchurch.org

CONNECTING: If you are not currently receiving either a text or email for
Pastor Wes’s weekly letter, Pastor Wes’s weekly video chat or other periodic
updates (i.e., weather updates) and would like to, please fill out the online form
https://hwc.breezechms.com/form/ccbb58 or contact the church office at
office@hwchurch.org/585-567-2264 and we will update your information.

HURRICANE HELENE RESPONSE: In response to reported damages and
awareness of immediate and long-term needs, General Superintendent Wayne
Schmidt has activated the Wesleyan Emergency Relief Fund (WERF).
Wesleyan Church leaders are focusing on urgent relief measures including
community provision distribution, immediate structural repairs and debris
removal. Several pickup loads of relief has already been delivered; more is on
the way. How can you help? Please pray for the many who have had their lives
altered by loss and who need signs of encouragement and assurance of God’s
care for them. Consider giving: https://wes.life/ WERF-Helene. Thank you for
your support of people in need.

STEWARDSHIP:
Budget Needed: $301,295.75 / Budget Received: $296,245.04

MISSION MOMENT: Cedric & Sharlini Rodrigo — Sri Lanka — praise God
for the encouraging and refreshing visit with churches and family in the U.S.
Please pray for Sharlini’s health problems and housing without stairs; for a
door of ministry opening in the east of the nation and presidential elections.
Cedric and Sharlini are grateful for the church’s ministry prayer support.

PERSECUTED CHURCH There are no church buildings in Somalia, and
Christians must exercise extreme care when meeting in groups. It is strictly
illegal to convert or evangelize. Christians are actively pursued, and when
discovered they are immediately killed. Christians are more likely to be killed
by al-Shabab or family members than to be imprisoned by the government.
The autonomous region of Somaliland has seen a recent increase in the number
of underground Christians being arrested. Please pray for our Somali brothers
and sisters.

PRAYER CONCERNS: for the family of Lois Wilt and for all who are
grieving; for all with health concerns: Peter Lingenfelter, Linda Leax, Beth
Pocock, Paul and Linda Roth, James Bates, Terry Ayers, Scarlett Gildemeister,
Kim Pegula, Karen Gaerte, Denise Zambrano, Cameron Green, Vangie Grant,
Dan and Sarah Gurley, Chelsea Ellis, Mark Mayhle, Jeshu, Kurtis and Eliyah
Perry, Reuben Samuels, Emily Crikelair; for refugees throughout the world;
for protection, wisdom and peace in many places of conflict; for all recovering
from Hurricane Helene; for Knight’s Creek Church (Pastor Carl Kemp).
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