Houghton
“nu WESLEYA%CHURCH

Joyfully loving God,

wholeheartedly serving others

! i |
(IO

\ [
F AN

I Y/ |

ir MY
Wi/
qoTi

WESLEY ODEN, Senior Pastor
JON COLE, Youth Pastor
DAVID HUIZENGA, Assistant Pastor
CINDY ODEN, Assistant Pastor
AMANDA COX, Music and Worship Director
EMILY SPATEHOLTS, Children’s Ministry Director
JUDY CONGDON, Organist and Choir Director



EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

11:00AM SEPTEMBER 22, 2024
Prelude: Partita on “There in God’s Garden™ .................. Michael Burkhardt
Choral Introit: This is the Day o.o:cavvnassmansnnaninyas Keith Hampton

Houghton University Choir, directed by Daniel David Black
Rachael McVeigh & Evelyn Simanowski, soloists

Call to Worship (Psalm 150)
*Hymn 194 Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun

Life of the Church

Choral Anthem: Lift Up Your Heads ..................... Samuel Coleridge-Taylor

Jonathan Niemi, organ
Celebration of Ministry: Men’s Ministry
*Songs of Adoration:  Light of the World; Living Hope

(Offering will be received during the second song)

Prayer of Confession
Merciful God, in your gracious presence we confess our sin and the sin of this
world. Although Christ is among us as our peace, we are a people divided
against ourselves as we cling to the values of a broken world. The fears and
jealousies that we harbor set neighbor against neighbor, nation against nation,
even disciple against disciple. We abuse your good gifts of imagination and
freedom, of intellect and reason, and have turned them into bonds of
oppression. Lord, have mercy upon us; heal and forgive us through the
promise of Christ. In his name, set us free to serve you in the world as agents
of your reconciling love in Jesus Christ. Amen.

Time of Prayer
Prayer Response: God Alone

Scripture Reading: Genesis 11:1-9
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

Greeting One Another

Sermon: What are We Building?
Pastor Wes Oden
*Song He Reigns

*Benediction

*Postlude: Kyrie, Gott Heiliger Geist, BWV 671 ...............oevie J. S. Bach

*Please stand if able Acolyte: Adalyn Lundeen Scripture Reader: Paul Mills



Musicians:
Rachael McVeigh, Mike Jordan, Jon Hutmire, vocals;
Amanda Cox, piano & vocals; Christopher Moeller, guitar;
David Clem, viola; Dan Wartinger, cajon

WELCOME TO THE HOUGHTON WESLEYAN CHURCH. The prophet Isaiah
declares to God’s people: “Come, all who are thirsty, come to the waters...Seek
the Lord while he may be found; call on him while he is near” (55:1,6, NIV). As
we ponder the gracious invitation of God for His people, may God inspire us to
take Him up on His offer, knowing that He who calls us loves us and wants to
do above and beyond what we are able to ask or imagine.

NEXT SUNDAY MORNING: Pastor Wes turns our attention to Genesis 13 and 14,
focusing on the story of Abraham rescuing his nephew Lot: The Wisdom that
Defines Us. Join us for outdoor worship at 8:30 a.m. and for indoor/streaming
worship at 11:00 a.m. Discipleship Hour, Youth Sunday School and Kids Con-
nect is at 9:45 a.m.

CONNECTING: If you are not currently receiving either a text or email for Pastor
Wes’s weekly letter, Pastor Wes’s weekly video chat or other periodic updates
(i.e., outdoor service weather updates) and would like to, please contact the
church office (office@hwchurch.org/585-567-2264) and we will update your
information.

HWC Kips This week in Kids Connect, kids hear about how Solomon used
wisdom and compassion to settle a dispute between two women. BIG IDEA:
God gives us true wisdom. BIBLE: 1 Kings 3:19-28; James 3:13—18

MissioN MOMENT: Stacia, in Eastern Europe, shares weekly updates— “Now to
him who is able to do more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power
that is in us.” Ephesians 3:20 Praise the Lord for the work God is doing
through Stacia’s daily prayer walks. Pray that God would soften hearts and
transform attitudes and relationships. Pray that these relationships deepen and
help people desire to grow in their relationship with Jesus.

KNOW YOUR MISSIONARIES! Check the monthly Missionary Mailbag,
use the Mission Directory (both available in the church foyer), and enjoy the
display in the CE Atrium.

PERSECUTED CHURCH In Sudan, Christians who have converted from Muslim
backgrounds continue to face huge dangers. Some will even refrain from telling
their children about Jesus, for fear they may inadvertently disclose their parents’
faith to the local community. A woman who converts to Christianity is vulnera-
ble to house arrest, forced marriage, divorce, disinheritance and losing the cus-
tody of her children. A man may face beatings, imprisonment, harassment with-
in the workplace and displacement. He may be kicked out of his home, shunned
by his family, or forced to flee because the pressure is too much. We pray for
courage and safety for the Sudanese believers.


mailto:office@hwchurch.org/585-567-2264

UPCOMING WORSHIP SCHEDULE

September 22 — September 29
8:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship
9:45 a.m. Kids Connect, Youth Sunday School, Adult Discipleship Hour
11:00 a.m. Indoor/Streaming Worship

October 6 — December 15
8:30 a.m. Indoor Worship
9:45 a.m. Kids Connect, Youth Sunday School, Adult Discipleship Hour
11:00 a.m. Indoor/Streaming Worship

STEWARDSHIP
Budget Needed: $266,861.95 / Budget Received: $250,658.90

PRrRAYER CONCERNS: for all who are grieving; for all with health concerns:
Peter Lingenfelter, Linda Leax, Beth Pocock, Paul and Linda Roth, James
Bates, Terry Ayers, Scarlett Gildemeister, Kim Pegula, Karen Gaerte, Denise
Zambrano, Cameron Green, Vangie Grant, Dan and Sarah Gurley, Chelsea
Ellis, Mark Mayhle, Jeshu, Kurtis and Eliyah Perry, Reuben Samuels, Emily
Crikelair; for refugees throughout the world; for protection, wisdom and peace
in Ukraine, the Middle East and other places of war; for First Baptist Church,
Cuba.
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