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WESLEY ODEN, Senior Pastor
JON COLE, Youth Pastor
DAVID HUIZENGA, Assistant Pastor
CINDY ODEN, Assistant Pastor
AMANDA COX, Music and Worship Director
EMILY SPATEHOLTS, Children’s Ministry Director
JuDY CONGDON, Organist and Choir Director



FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
10:00AM AUGUST 25, 2024

Prelude: Hast Thou Not Seen? Gloria Huizenga

Call to Worship (from Psalm 146)
Praise the Lord!
Praise the Lord, my soul!
We will praise the Lord all our lives;
we will sing praise to our God as long as we live.
Do not put your trust in princes, in human beings, who cannot save.
When their spirit departs, they return to the ground;
on that very day their plans come to nothing.
Blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob,
whose hope is in the Lord their God.

*Hymn 42 To God be the Glory
Life of the Church

Celebration of Ministry: Banding Groups

*Songs of Adoration: O Praise the Name; A Thousand Hallelujahs
(Offering will be received during the second song)

Prayer of Confession
Almighty God, we acknowledge that you are full of grace and truth. We
praise you that the truth about us—our self-interest, our greed, our struggle
to forgive, our misplaced priorities, our rebellion against you and our
mistreatment of each other—does not cause you to abandon us, but to
extend grace to us. In the reality of your grace, forgive us for all the times
we choose our own way instead of your way. In the reality of your grace,
forgive us when our words hurt others and when our actions diminish
others. In the reality of your grace, give us courage to acknowledge our sin
that we might experience the cleansing renewal of your forgiveness through
your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Time of Prayer
Song of Response: Above All

Scripture Reading: Psalm 148
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

*Song How Great is Our God
Greeting One Another
Sermon: Universal Praise

Pastor Wes Oden



*Hymn 18 Praise My Soul, the King of Heaven
*Benediction

*Postlude: Prelude for Organ Fanny Mendelssohn Hensel

*Please stand if able. Acolyte: Aria Perry  Scripture Reader: Margaret Cosentino

Musicians:
Joanna Bates, Luke Ogden, vocals;
Kevin Dibble, piano & vocals; Caleb Hilsher, guitar;
Jan Schilke, keyboard; Simon Sardina, cajon

WELCOME TO THE HOUGHTON WESLEYAN CHURCH. The Psalmist
proclaims, “The Lord is great...and he is high above all the people...Exalt the
Lord our God, and worship...for the Lord our God is holy” (Psalm 99: 2, 9).
We worship today to acknowledge that God is great and holy, that we are his
people and that we owe our lives to him. Through music, prayer, the reading of

Scripture, and the spoken word we have an opportunity to experience the grace
of God in Christ.

ICE CREAM GATHERING TODAY: Ice Cream Kick-off at 3:00

P.M. Please join us for ice cream and fellowship on the north side of the
church. The church will provide ice cream and toppings. This is an opportunity
to reconnect with others and to welcome Houghton University students who are
on campus early. Please use the south side of the church to enter and park for
the Ice Cream Kick-off as we will have the north side blocked off for this gath-
ering. We invite you to bring lawn chairs or a blanket if you want. If it rains,
we will meet in the Community Room/Gym in the Church. Thank you.

NEXT SUNDAY MORNING: Pastor Wes begins a series of sermons in the
Book of Genesis: Where It All Began. Next week’s sermon begins at the begin-
ning (Genesis 1-2): Creation’s Enduring Story. Join us for outdoor

worship 8:30 a.m. and for indoor/streaming worship at 11:00 a.m.

HWC Kids —

e This week in Children’s Church, kids see how Nathan confronted Da-
vid to realize his wrongdoing. BIG IDEA: Forgiveness is always
God’s game plan. BIBLE: 2 Samuel 11:26-12:13; Psalm 34:15-22

e August Memory Verse: “But the plans of the Lord stand firm
forever, the purposes of his heart through all generations.” —

Psalm 33:11 (NIV)

e We have an AMAZING kids ministry team for this coming year, but
sometimes they need a break during the school year due to travel or sick-
ness! Would you be willing to be a substitute for HWC Kids (Children’s
Church or Kids Connect), serving just a couple of times a semester?
Contact Emily if you are interested - EmilySpateholts@hwchurch.org.



NEXT SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE: Please note that next Sunday
our second service moves to 11:00a.m.
September 1 — October 27
8:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship / 11:00 a.m. Indoor/Streaming Worship
September 8
9:45 a.m. Discipleship Hour restarts

VALLEY PRESCHOOL at Houghton Wesleyan has openings for children
ages two (by September 1st) to five years old for the 2024-25 school year! We
meet mid-September to mid-June on Monday through Friday mornings from
9:00 - 11:45 with enrollment options for two mornings (Tuesdays & Thurs-
days), three mornings (Monday, Wednesday, & Friday), or five mornings
(Monday - Friday) per week. Tuition discounts and partial scholarships are
available. See Important Information for Prospective Student Families on the
church website HERE. (www.hwchurch.org/valley-preschool/)

CONNECTING: We are in the process of updating email addresses and phone
numbers for texting so that everyone who desires receives information from the
church. If you are not currently receiving either a text or email for Pastor Wes’s
weekly letter, weekly video chat, and the monthly Highlights newsletter, and
would like to do so, please fill out the insert with your preference or contact the
church office (585-567-2264) and we will update your information.

MISSION MOMENT - Though currently serving in Zambia, Kris and Cory
Thede recently reminded us of their friends, Pastors and workers in Haiti who
continue to faithfully serve churches, ag work, children’s ministries, and medi-
cal work and even miraculously complete advanced training in the midst of the
civil chaos. We pray for success of arriving Kenyan troops to help bring about
law and order in the land. Our WNY District is joining the Wesleyan family in
sending financial support to brothers and sisters there.

PERSECUTED CHURCH - The unsettled and tenuous situation in the
Middle East impacts Christians in unique ways. Anger, revenge, and
desperation all tend to raise levels of persecution on Christian minorities. May
the light of Christ shine from their lives even as God supplies their serious
needs for safety and shalom in many lands in the region.

STEWARDSHIP
Budget Needed: $197,994.35 / Budget Received: $178,376.15

PRAYER CONCERNS: for all who are grieving; for all with health con-
cerns: Jack and Linda Leax, Jim Arthur, Beth Pocock, Kyle Boon, Paul and
Linda Roth, James Bates, Terry Ayers, Scarlett Gildemeister, Kim Pegula,
Karen Gaerte, Denise Zambrano, Cameron Green, Vangie Grant, Dan and Sarah
Gurley, Chelsea Ellis, Mark Mayhle, Jeshu, Kurtis and Eliyah Perry, Reuben
Samuels, Emily Crikelair; for refugees throughout the world; for protection,
wisdom and peace in Ukraine, the Middle East and other places of war; for First
Day Baptist Church, Richburg (Pastor Larry Allen).
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