May 14, 2024
Dear Houghton Church Friends,

This Sunday we continue with our regular schedule of activities.
8:30 a.m. — Worship Service
9:45 a.m. — Discipleship Hour (All ages)
11:00 a.m. — Worship Service (Streaming)

Sunday Sermon: This is Pentecost Sunday which commemorates the coming of the Holy Spirit upon
the disciples (Acts 2) and the birth of the church. I will speak about The Abundance of
Pentecost.

Annual Meeting: Everyone—those who are members and those who are not—are invited to a
gathering of our congregation tonight, Tuesday, May 14, 6:30pm in the Community Room.
You will hear brief reports from Pastor Wes, the Elders, Facilities Stewards, and our church
treasurer. In addition, you will have opportunities to discuss and ask questions about the budget
or anything else. Childcare will be provided.

Financial Plan: The 2024-2025 Financial Plan is available by using this link. Paper copies are also
available in the sanctuary foyer.

Annual Election: The Nominating Committee has put together a ballot for this year’s election of
church leaders. Sample ballots are posted in various places around the church. The ballot is
now available until Sunday at noon using this link. On Sunday, we will have paper ballots
available before and after services.

HWC Kids

e Kids Connect: This week, kids will read how Stephen boldly shared a message before the
Sanhedrin. BIG IDEA: Take a big step — the Holy Spirit makes us brave. BIBLE: Acts 6,
7:54-59; Acts 2:1-21

e May Memory Verse: "The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of
his hands." — Psalm 19:1 (NIV)

e Kids Club this Saturday the 18th from 9:30-11:00am for grades PreK-6th - “Go For the
Gold”. The Olympics are coming soon and whether your kids consider themselves athletes
or not, “Go for the Gold” is designed to be an event that promotes healthy competition,
creative problem-solving, and plenty of laughter. From water balloon archery to a DIY
version of connect four, this silly sports day has something for absolutely every kid to love.

Valley Preschool Graduation: You are invited to come see Valley Preschool’s presentation of “The
Grouchy Ladybug” by Eric Carle and hear some songs we’ve learned this year at our
graduation program on Wednesday, May 15th at 10:00 in the sanctuary.

Did you know that our Youth Group participated in World Vision’s 30-Hour Famine this past
weekend. While attendance was lower than usual due to school and extracurricular conflicts,
we still managed to collect lots of food for the food pantry, We washed approximately 23 cars
during the carwash (raising nearly $600) and in total we raised more than $2000 for World
Vision’s hunger programs. Thank you to all who participated!
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Church Finances
e Here are the giving totals for the fiscal year (June 2023 — May 2024)

Budget Needed: $835,865.50 / Budget Received: $828,112.77
Thank you for your generosity that enables us to serve one another and others.

e In addition to giving during the offering time in our worship services, you are invited to use
online giving or to drop off or mail your check to the church (P.O. Box 127, Houghton, NY
14744).

e Ifyou would like to see any church financial information, contact the church office.

Streaming: Send your comments, ideas or words of gratitude about the streaming to
streaming(@hwchurch.org.

If you have questions, concerns or needs, do not hesitate to contact us (585-567-2264,
office@hwchurch.org, or any of us individually). If you have needs in the coming weeks, please let us
know.

You continue to be in our prayers. We pray God’s grace and comfort upon you.

Pastor Wes
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