April 30, 2024
Dear Houghton Church Friends,

This Sunday we continue with our regular schedule of activities.
8:30 a.m. — Worship Service
9:45 a.m. — Discipleship Hour (All ages)
11:00 a.m. — Worship Service (Streaming)

Sunday Sermon: Recognizing that many in our congregation are wrestling with various struggles and
burdens, this Sunday we are going to do something different. During the typical sermon time, I
will speak briefly about the subject of prayer and healing. Following this, the staff and Elders
will be available to pray with anyone who desires—either for yourself or for someone else.

Annual Meeting: Everyone—those who are members and those who are not—are invited to a
gathering of our congregation on Tuesday, May 14, 6:30pm in the Community Room. You will
hear brief reports from Pastor Wes, the Elders, Facilities Stewards, and our church treasurer. In
addition, you will have opportunities to discuss and ask questions about the budget or anything
else. Childcare will be provided.

Annual Election: The Nominating Committee has put together a ballot for this year’s election of
church leaders. Sample ballots are posted in various places around the church. The election of
leaders will take place on Sunday May 19 (in person) and the week of May 13 (online).

Church Work Day: We are hosting our annual work day on Saturday, May 4, 8:30 a.m. — Noon. You
can stay the whole time or part of it. We will be working mostly outside and mostly sprucing
up the grounds. We will supply some tools. If you have tools you can bring, be sure to label
them. We will provide cinnamon rolls and coffee. Bring your children: families are welcome.
It’s a great time to meet new people as we work together.

HWC Kids

e Kids Connect May Series = “One Small Step”: Astronaut Neil Armstrong once said landing
on the moon was “one small step for man.” The biggest adventures start in such a simple
way — especially when it comes to space! Asteroids, distant planets, and brand new
galaxies await us once we leave earth’s atmosphere. Being the first to explore such
uncharted territory can be intimidating. In this four-week series, we’ll take a look at the
Book of Acts to learn from the first Christians. Through their stories of faith and bravery,
kids will learn how to take the first step of believing in Jesus, the next step of praying for
others, and an even bigger step of trusting the Holy Spirit makes us brave. But they won’t
want to skip the last step of telling others about Jesus.

o This week, kids will read how the disciples were with Jesus when he went up to heaven
after the resurrection. BIG IDEA: Take the first step — believe in Jesus. BIBLE: Acts
1:1-11; 1 John 5:1-6

e May Memory Verse: "The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of
his hands." — Psalm 19:1 (NIV)

e Mark Your Calendars: Kids Club on Saturday the 18th from 9:30-11:00am for grades
PreK-6th - “Go For the Gold”



Did you know that the extent of our streaming viewers recently revealed people not only in the
Houghton area, but also people in Bolivia, Japan, the Bahamas, and Canada as well as people in
Texas, Washington DC, California, Pennsylvania, Ohio, North Carolina, Maine, Indiana,
Virginia and Massachusetts? A couple who live in Pennsylvania are home-bound alumni of
Houghton College/University and sent a grateful note for the streaming. One response was
from a man who watched from the Wesleyan Church Kakuma Refugee Camp in Kenya! Thank
you for your generosity that enables us to continue and expand this outreach. And thank you to
all of the people who work behind the scenes to make the streaming experience such a positive
one.

Church Finances
e Here are the giving totals for the fiscal year (June 2023 — May 2024)

Budget Needed: $802,430.88 / Budget Received: $786,477.33
Thank you for your generosity that enables us to serve one another and others.

e In addition to giving during the offering time in our worship services, you are invited to use
online giving or to drop off or mail your check to the church (P.O. Box 127, Houghton, NY
14744).

e Ifyou would like to see any church financial information, contact the church office.

Streaming: Send your comments, ideas or words of gratitude about the streaming to
streaming@hwchurch.org.

If you have questions, concerns or needs, do not hesitate to contact us (585-567-2264,
office@hwchurch.org, or any of us individually). If you have needs in the coming weeks, please let us
know.

You continue to be in our prayers. We pray God’s grace and comfort upon you.

Pastor Wes
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