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Second Sunday of Easter 
April 7, 2024                

11:00 A.M. 

Prelude: Because He Lives 

Life of the Church 

Here as in Heaven; Hymn of Heaven; Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus 
 Offering received during the third song. 

Children’s Sermon: Always in Style 

Confession & Time of Prayer 
Heavenly Father, Risen Savior, Spirit of Holiness, we ask that you 
work your redemption in us and among us. We yearn to be free 
from living in ways that harm others, that inflate ourselves, that 
worship created things, that seek what is not worth finding, that fear 
but do not love. We ask that our sinful desires, our sinful decisions, 
our sinful habits be washed away by your grace. We ache for your 
return, when these groanings of our hearts will be fully and forever 
satisfied, when all things will be set aright, all that is within us and 
all that is around us. For now, reassure us of your pardoning grace. 
Convince our reluctant hearts yet again that you love to forgive, and 
that you equip us for new life now and forevermore. Amen. 

Response: Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus (verse 1 and chorus)  

Scripture Reading: Revelation 21:22-22:5 

Greeting One Another  

Sermon: The Promise of Heaven 

Communion          

Hymn: Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah (#69) 

Benediction 

Postlude:  “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”                 arr. Paul Manz 

 

Acolyte: Anna Harrison                      Reader: David Huizenga 
 

Musicians:  
Nuri Park, Kayleigh Verspoor, Matt Arndt, Hannah Roeske, Kate Jeanes,  

Molly Fitzgerald, David Olson 



WELCOME TO THE HOUGHTON WESLEYAN CHURCH. We 
continue in the season that celebrates the great victory of God in Christ. 
The seven weeks of Easter season prompts us to rejoice that Christ has 
defeated death and that we are offered life through Him as citizens of his 
kingdom. May our worship today leads us to trust him more in every ex-
perience. 

NEXT SUNDAY MORNING Pastor Wes addresses the other side of 
eternity: A Matter of Life and Death: What Is Hell? (Revelation 20). Join 
us for worship at 8:30 and 11:00. The 11:00 service will be streamed. 
Kids Connect, Youth Sunday School and Adult Discipleship continue at 
9:45. 
 

HWC KIDS 
• Kids Connect:  April series = “Throwback”: From retro toys to fash-

ion trends, we all love a good throwback. (Especially for grown-ups 
because it reminds us of being young again.) There are things that 
remind us of a moment in time, but other things feel timeless and 
like they’re always in style. In this four-week series, kids will travel 
through the decades and see that the teachings of Jesus in the Gos-
pels are always trending. As we hear from Jesus, we’ll see it’s al-
ways good to be humble, we can always forgive, Jesus is always fair, 
and love always needs action. 

• This week, kids hear Jesus teach about the speck and the plank.  BIG 
IDEA: It’s always good to be humble.  BIBLE: Matthew 7:1–5; John 
20:19–31  

• April Memory Verse: Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today 
and forever."— Hebrews 13:8 (NIV) 

• Mark Your Calendar:  Missions Kids Club, Saturday the 20th from 
9:30-11:00am for grades PreK-6th 

• Reminder: Beginning today,  the nursery will be available to families 
who attend the 11:00 service, in addition to 8:30 AM and Disciple-
ship Hour. Thanks to all our volunteers who made this possible! 

 

“LET THE SON SHINE” – MISSIONS WEEKEND APRIL 20-21.  
Programs for Children, Youth,  Women, Men Saturday and Sunday.  
Plan to participate. 
 
MISSION MOMENT –   God answers prayer!  Stacia, who visited us 
in January, reports that steps for property ownership and new visa appli-
cation back in E. Europe this month have moved more rapidly and posi-
tively than expected.  God has provided helpful local friends and offic-
ers.  We pray for all our missionary workers in vital legal matters that 
enable them to serve the Master. 



STEWARDSHIP 
             Budget Needed: $718,844.33 / Budget Received: $704,916.40 
 
 

PERSECUTED CHURCH –  Palestinian and Messianic Jewish Chris-
tians, once united across racial boundaries, are finding it more and more 
difficult to work for reconciliation and peace in the midst of the vio-
lence since October 7.  Mistrust and suspicion are in Satan’s arse-
nal.  We pray for the reconciling power of Christ  to overcome, bring 
unity and powerful witness for the Good News. 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS:  for all who are grieving; for people with 
health concerns: Jane Roeske, Jack and Linda Leax, Jim Arthur, Beth 
Pocock, Kyle Boon, Linda Roth, Paul Roth, James Bates, Vesta Mullen, 
Terry Ayers, Scarlett Gildemeister, Kim Pegula, Grace Taylor, Karen 
Gaerte,  Denise Zambrano, Cameron Green, Vangie Grant, Lenore 
Paige, Dan and Sarah Gurley, Chelsea Ellis, Mark Mayhle (Doug’s 
brother), Jeshu, Kurtis and Eliyah Perry, Reuben Samuels, Emily  
Crikelair; for all dealing with tragedies and disasters including the     
recent storms; for refugees throughout the world; for protection,       
wisdom and peace in Ukraine and in Israel, Gaza and the entire Middle 
East; for a Chinese pastor who has been detained by the police for more 
than two years; for Angelica United Methodist Church (Pastor Stephen 
Crowell, Sr.). 

 
For more information about church activities, to read Pastor 

Wes’s weekly letter, or to watch Pastor Wes’s weekly video, to 
receive periodic updates, visit our website: www.hwchurch.org. 
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