
March 12, 2024 

Dear Houghton Church Friends, 

Sunday Schedule: 
  8:30 a.m. – Worship Service 
  9:45 a.m. – Discipleship Hour (All ages) 
11:00 a.m. – Worship Service (Streaming) 

Sunday Sermon: This Sunday is the Fifth Sunday in Lent. We will continue looking at some of the interactions between 
Jesus and others in the last hours of his life, and particularly the human struggles those conversations elicit. This 
fifth sermon centers around the interaction Jesus has with some women who weep for him as he makes his way to 
the place of his execution (Luke 23:26-34): When We Struggle with Grief. 

Easter Baptism: On Easter Sunday, March 31, we will be celebrating baptism. If you are interested in being baptized, 
please contact Pastor Wes (wesoden@hwchurch.org or 567-2264) in by Thursday. A Baptism Class will be held 
during the Sunday School hour this coming Sunday. 

Easter Lilies: The Church welcomes your Easter lilies for Easter Sunday, March 31st. We have purchased several lilies 
which you may purchase for $16.00 each or you may bring your own lily to drop off at the church office by Good 
Friday, March 29th. If you would like to purchase on or more lilies, you may use the online giving option, mail a 
check to the church office (indicate Easter lilies), or drop off payment at the church office. If you wish to 
purchase a lily in memory or in honor of a loved one, please email (pattystalker@hwchurch.org) or call Patty (567-
2264) with your information by Monday, March 25th. 

HWC Kids 
• Kids Connect: This week, kids see what happened when Jesus was brought before the Roman Governor, Pilate.  

BIG IDEA: We can choose Jesus. BIBLE: Mark 15:1–15; Jeremiah 31:31–34  
• March Memory Verse: "The Lord is my light and my salvation — whom shall I fear?" — Psalm 27:1a (NIV) 
• March Kids Club:  Family Swim at Houghton University, Saturday, March 16th from 10am-12pm; FREE for 

HWC families. 

Did you know that this past Saturday morning, we hosted another Stewards of Children training? This 2 ½ hour session, 
which is offered multiple times throughout the year, is a requirement for all of our volunteers who work with 
children and youth. This is one of the ways in which we work to ensure the safety of our children and youth. 
Thank you to everyone who volunteers to help us nurture our children and youth in the faith of Jesus Christ. And 
thank you for being a church that takes seriously the call to watch over those entrusted to us. 

Church Finances 
• Here are the giving totals for the fiscal year (June 2023 – May 2024) 

Budget Needed: $685,409.71 / Budget Received: $661,142.50 

Thank you for your generosity that enables us to serve one another and others. 

• In addition to giving during the offering time in our worship services, you are invited to use online giving or to 
drop off or mail your check to the church (P.O. Box 127, Houghton, NY 14744). 

• If you would like to see any church financial information, contact the church office. 

Streaming: Send your comments, ideas or words of gratitude about the streaming to streaming@hwchurch.org. 

If you have questions, concerns or needs, do not hesitate to contact us (585-567-2264, office@hwchurch.org, or any of us 
individually). If you have needs in the coming weeks, please let us know. 

You continue to be in our prayers. We pray God’s grace and comfort upon you. 

Pastor Wes 
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