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The Sundays in Lent

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great compassion blot out my
transgressions. Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.? (Psalm 51:1-2)

The season of Lent might be the most enigmatic of all the seasons of the church year.

Most people who’ve had any introduction or experience with Lent understand that it is a season of ac-
knowledging our sin, of confessing our sin and of expressing penitence about our sin. Robert Webber says:
“The word ‘Lent’ bears no special meaning except that which has been given to it by the church. In Latin, it
simply means ‘spring,” and the church used the word because what it did spiritually to prepare for the death of
Christ happened during spring.

“In the spiritual pilgrimage through the Christian year, Lent has come to mean preparation. Lent is a time
of repentance, a time to identify those principalities and powers that control our thoughts and actions, a time to
bring our enslavement to sin into the death of Christ, the time to let our own sin and struggles with the powers
that rule in our lives be nailed to the cross of Jesus, and a time to let Jesus bury those sins in the tomb....”

You can understand then, why Lent is by far the most solemn of the seasons. It’s hard not to be solemn
when we spend our time pondering our sin, admitting our sin, repenting of our sin. Because we all struggle
with sin—toward God and toward others—we understand why self-examination is such a solemn experience.

But Lent is unique in one other important way. During the season of Advent, each Sunday is referred to as
The First Sunday of Advent or The Fourth Sunday of Advent. In the same way, the Sundays in the Easter sea-
son are The Second Sunday of Easter or The Fifth Sunday of Easter. The key word in both seasons is the little
preposition of, which implies that the Sundays are part of the season. But Lent is different. The Sundays in
Lent are not of Lent but in Lent.

Why this difference and does it really matter? It does matter. The ancient church quickly connected the
gatherings for worship on Sunday as mini reenactments of that great Sunday, Easter. Each Sunday was in fact
described as a mini Easter, a weekly recognition that Jesus rose from tomb that we might not be left in our
sins but that in his resurrection, we are not only forgiven through the cross, we are released from our sin that
we may be raised to newness of life. So even though the Sundays are in the season of Lent, they are technical-
ly a weekly reprieve of resurrection from the other six days of solemn penitence.

The power of this reality is that our self-examination and our subsequent confession and repentance is go-
ing somewhere. It’s not just forgiveness with nothing beyond. It’s forgiveness that is leading us to life—now
and eternal.

My prayer is that during these days of Lent, recognizing the promise of the resurrected Christ, we will find
not just sorrow for our sin, or even joy about God’s forgiveness, but hope for life abundant some day and even
this day.

Blessings,
Pastor Wes

EASTER BAPTISM: Easter Sunday is March 31.

A yearly highlight of the 7:45 service is baptism. If you are interested in
being baptized or would like to know more about being baptized, please
contact Pastor Wes (567-2264 / wesoden(@hwchurch.org) who will host a
preparatory class for all baptism candidates.
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Y T. faat STEWARDSHIP—A Life of Generosity
U " T “Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!” (2 Corinthians 9:15)

Investing in College Ministry

As we seek to serve the many and varied people of the church and Houghton community,
one crucial population includes the university students in our midst. Most are away from
home, some even beyond the borders of their home country. All are in a new stage of life,
embracing change, forging different relationships. They face academic pressures, challeng-
es to emotional health, are forced to make decisions large and small—decisions that may
have significant effects on their futures. Their faith journeys include many questions, new
influences, peaks and valleys. Amidst this swirl of growth and transformation they manage
to also bless and minister to others, including so many of us at HWC. We are very grateful
for students and want to support, disciple and bless them! Here are some of the ways that
your financial investment in Houghton Wesleyan is translated into college ministry:

» Staffing: salaries of pastors David Huizenga and Grace Deitrick who work daily with
students

e Sunday Koinonia Worship: stipend for mentor and advisor Sharon Johnson, costs of
instruments, copyright licensing, leader retreats

« International Student Support: partnering with HU international student coordinator
Jeshu Perry to assist students via transportation, hospitality, summer storage, and
more

o University Fellowship: a class that ministers to 10-15 students each Sunday during
Discipleship Hour

These and other avenues of HWC ministry to students are the fruit of your generous in-
vestment here at HWC. Thank you!

General Fund
Thru February 25, 2024
$700,000
$651.975
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- Kids Connect: In the dark, a world of neon colors comes to life. Whether it’s the soft green of glow-
in-the-dark stars or the bright colors of biolumi-
nescent creatures, light can break through the
darkness. When the world needed some light,
God sent Jesus because he glows in the dark,
and he can teach us how to shine with God’s
light, too! In this five-week series through the
Gospels, we'll follow Jesus’ life leading up to
Easter to see some of the ways he can shine
WEEK 1 WEEK 2 WEEK 3 WEEK 4 WEEK S . . . y

- - : bright in our lives. As we explore, we’ll see Je-
We can Shlll! Josus is the “ln' We can choose God h!lf! Jesun died and . . . y
God'slight. in the darkness.  Jpgug our cries. T sus is the light in the darkness. We'll also learn
how we can choose Jesus and know God
hears our cries while celebrating how Jesus
died and rose again!

“The Lord is my light and my salvation — whom shall | fear?”

e March Memory Verse: "The Lord is my light
and my salvation — whom shall | fear?" —
Psalm 27:1a (NIV)

« Kids Club: We're going swimming - for real this time! Join us at the Houghton University pool on
Saturday, March 16th from 10:00am - 12:00pm. This is a family event; parents must accompany
children in the pool.

o Stewards of Children training: Saturday, March 9th from 8:00-10:30am.

e Palm Sunday: All children are invited to join the "Palm Processional" down the aisle at the begin-
ning of both services. Please meet at the back of the sanctuary a few minutes before the service

« Easter Sunday: No Children's Church or Kids Connect. Families are encouraged to celebrate
the Resurrection of Christ together in worship.

Congratulations!
To parents Melody & Isaac Falcone and big sister Everlee at the birth of Elsie Adalyn on January Sth.
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March 2024 HWC Youth News:

Youth Group Sunday evenings in March — 6-8pm

e Marl7-GLOW-1

e Mar24-GLOW -2

e Mar 31— EASTER SUNDAY — No Youth group J““is“,ith s Jms  the light

in the darkness. in the darkness.

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.*
John 1:5

Prayer Breakfast Wednesday mornings at 7am in the Community Room

Prayer Breakfast is on for all the Wednesdays in March!
March 6, 13, 20, 27

For Discipleship Hour — 9:45-10:45 am. In March we’ll be studying Paul and his writings.

Youth Sunday School will meet on March 3, 10, 17, and 24. No Sunday school on Easter Sunday, March 315,

Holy Week activities:

e Maundy Thursday Service — 6:30 pm — Thursday March 28,
e Good Friday Prayer Event

Summer Events (mark your calendar!):

e June 30 —July 5 — Niagara Falls Missions Trip — $450
o The deadline to register is April 14. Space is limited.
e July 21 - July 26 — Refresh camp at HU — Teen Track - $O! Just show up and have fun.
e July 315t —Darien Lake/Kingdom Bound - $100
o See: We The Kingdom, Cain, Hulvey, Terrian, and many other bands.
o Includes Darien Lake and concert passes, transportation and lunch.
o The deadline to register is July 1%,
e August 4 —8— ADK’s Cranberry Lake Canoeing and Backpacking trip - $250
o The deadline to register is July 15t. Space is limited.

Easter Sunday Breakfast! On Easter Sunday the youth group will make breakfast for our Church. Let PJ
know if you will be available to help!


https://hwc.breezechms.com/form/c2b9d1
https://hwc.breezechms.com/form/c2b9d1
https://hwc.breezechms.com/form/aaa405
https://hwc.breezechms.com/form/642cfb
https://hwc.breezechms.com/form/642cfb
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Books, books, NEW books!! There are books by Diann Mills, Jill Eileen Smith and a series by
Lynette Eason. We also have new books by Lauraine Snelling, and Beverly Lewis. And there
is Project Solomon, a true story of a lonely horse who found a home and became a hero.

Mr. Marble’s Moose and Daniel Tiger’s “Look for the Helpers™ are among the new books for
children. We also have more books in the Hank the Cowdog series, and more Boxcar Children
books.

These can all be found on the NEW shelves in each area. Come and see!

Read How one of our volunteers (from HWC) landed at Wellspring:

When I retired after many happy years as the librarian at Houghton Academy, I wasn’t sure what to
do with my extra time. I felt a little bit like a pet goldfish dumped out of my small bowl into a large body of
water with so many choices before me! I wrestled with what I should do with the remaining years God gave
me. [ did a lot of thinking about what retirement means, as evidenced by the three quotes below taken from a
file I compiled to help myself find some direction. I read what other Christians said about aging and retire-
ment, and from that study, I realized that though I wasn’t holding down a full-time job anymore, I still had a
vocation to keep serving Christ. Retired friends, already volunteering at Wellspring Ministries, introduced me
to this wonderful service to our country. I am so grateful to them, and, as an extra blessing, I get to work with
books again as I sort and organize donation to the book and media room at Wellspring! -Donnie Stockin

“God is purposeful, and retirement has purpose,
Its purpose is a continuation of the purpose we have had all through the years.
The purpose of retirement is to extend our learning of how to love.
Each day of life we are called to learn how to love better.
Retirement ushers in a new curriculum of love, teaching new ways of loving.”
Richard P. Johnson, Creating a Successful Retirement, 130

“Having finished their career, elders much find their vocation.”
Tim Stafford, 4s Our Years Increase, p32

“Our vocation (whatever we have done for a living) is to divine service
as long as we are on tis earth; the holiday is later.”
S. M. Hutchens, “Mortal Remains-The Best Years of Life” Touchstone, Novemberl 1, 2015

To Note: Wednesday, 3/27— Easter Dinner—11:30 a.m.
Friday, 3/29—Good Friday—Closed
To Pray: -CEO Jim Arthur’s continued journey with Lymphoma
-Board Member Dennis Doell’s recovery from knee surgery the end of February
-for hearts of compassion that see people as people, not just “needs” that need to be met.

-Beth Beardsley, for the Board
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Between services on Easter Sunday come and join us for one of the highlights of our church fellowship times,
Easter Breakfast in the church Community Room. Eggs, ham, roasted potatoes, quick breads and cinnamon
rolls, beverages and table service will be provided.

This year’s donation breakfast is presented by the HWC Youth group in order to raise money for Youth Trips
and Events.

You can help by donating the following by March 27: fresh eggs, ham, apples, potatoes, bananas, oranges, OJ..
(These items may be left in the kitchen—eggs, ham & OJ in the refrigerator please!)
Fresh baked quick breads and cinnamon rolls—bring them to the church on Easter Sunday morning.

Please let Pastor Jon know what you will bring. Email joncole@hwchurch.org or call the church office.

The Church welcomes your Easter lilies for Easter Sunday, March 31%. We have purchased
several lilies which you may purchase for $16.00 each or you may bring your own lily to
drop off at the church office by Good Friday, March 29™ "If you would like to purchase one
or more lilies, you may use the online giving option, mail a check to the church office
(indicate Easter lilies) or drop off payment at the church office. If you wish to purchase a
lily in memory or in honor of a loved one, please email (pattystalker@hwchurch.org) or call
Patty (567-2264) with your information by Monday, March 25", Thank you. -

4

REFRESH

Refresh Family Camp at Houghton University will be held July 21-26, 2024. We are
pleased to announce our speaker for this year is Rev. Dan Leroy. This is a wonderful
opportunity to spend quality time with your church family.

'. | N OUR 1§§
Thoughts and Pravers
@ For the Montanye Family at the death of Nate’s Sister

@ For the Morley Family at the death of Steve’s Mother

@ For the Hamilton Family at the death of Sharon’s Brother
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Cornhole Tournament

Houghton Volunteer Fire Department Junlors invite you 1o come
phay cornhole on Apal 277

Registration: 11:30-12.30  Bags fiy @ 1:00
Par Person: 520 Per Team:540
Students with ID%s: $15  Teams with Students with ID's: $30
Preregister through the Scoreholio app or by contacting Louis Fraser
Emaill Ltraser 1 11588 amadl com Of tent (S85) 610-8844
Location: Houghton Fire Mall 9750 route 19, Houghton NY 14744
BAng your own DaEs and parines
There will be plaza, chipt, candy, and drinks for sale
First pace prize will be . with 2 money bonus Second and third place
prizes will be gift cards

No alcohol allowed

You are Invited...

to attend Houghton Academy’s Exhibition Night on March 26
between 7:00-8:30 p.m. It is a come and go opportunity to see
the independent passion projects students have been working on
throughout the last eight weeks, projects in cooking, art, music,
athletics, sewing, physics, and so much more will be on display.
Stop in, enjoy the variety of expression and encourage students as
they learn more about who God has created them to be.

LIVE. LEARN. LEAD. LOVE.

DON’T MISS TWO BIG APRIL “GOD-EVENTS”!

April 20-21 Missions Weekend : “Shine the Light of Jesus the Son!”
Mark you calendars for Men, Women, Youth and Kids Events Saturday
and Sunday. Special Guest Missionaries: Kevin and Cindy Austin. (You
can guess the other event!)




SUNDAYS iN MARCH CHURCH STAFF

Wes Oden, Senior Pastor
wesoden@hwchurch.org

March 3 (8:30am In-Person / 11:00am In-Person/Streaming)

When We Struggle with Blindness (Matthew 26:57-66) Jon Cole, Youth Pastor
joncole@hwchurch.org

March 10 (8:30am In-Person / 11:00am In-Person/Streaming)

When We Struggle with Truth (John 18:28-19:22) Cindy Oden, Assistant Pastor
cindyoden@hwchurch.org

March 17 (8:30am In-Person / 11:00am In-Person/Streaming)

When We Struggle with Grief (Luke 23:26-34) David Huizenga, Assistant Pastor
davidhuizenga@hwchurch.org

March 24 (8:30am In-Person /11:00am In-Person/Streaming)

When We Struggle with Death (Luke 23:36-43) Grace Deit.ric.k, Pastoral Assistant
oracedeitrick@hwchurch.org

March 31 The Fear of the Resurrection (Mark 16:1-8)
7:45am — Easter Baptism Service
8:30am — Easter Breakfast
10:00am — Easter Worship/Streaming

Emily Spateholts, Children’s Ministry
emilyspateholts@hwchurch.org

Judy Congdon, Organist & Choral Director

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME begins Sunday, March 10. iudvcongdon@hwchurch.org
Please turn your clocks ahead one hour. Church Office 585-567-2264

office@hwchurch.org
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to noon & 1 to 4 p.m.

@ HoLy WEEK

WORSHIP
SCHEDULE

Palm Sunday, March 24  Children’s Palm Processional (both services)
All children are invited to participate in the procession of the palms at the begin-
ning of each service (8:30 and 11:00) on Palm Sunday, March 24th. Please meet
in the sanctuary entry way 10 minutes before the service begins

Thursday, March 28 Maundy Thursday Service, 6:30pm

Good Friday, March 29 Journey to the Cross 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. in the Community Room
The church gym will be available for you to come and go at your leisure. Various
destinations will help you experience the passion of Christ. Children are welcome,
though adult supervision might make the experience most meaningful for younger

children.
Sunday, March 31 7:45am Resurrection/Baptism Service
8:30am Easter Breakfast (Community Room)

10:00am Easter Worship Celebration
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