
 

(continued) 

January 16, 2024 

Dear Houghton Church Friends, 

Sunday Schedule: 
  8:30 a.m. – Worship Service 
  9:45 a.m. – Discipleship Hour (All ages) 
11:00 a.m. – Worship Service (Streaming) 

Sunday Sermon: This Sunday I continue leading us to think about hospitality. This week’s sermon is 
rooted in Genesis 18:1-15 and Matthew 25: Christlike Living Unawares. 

Membership Class: Tomorrow, Wednesday, January 17, I am hosting a membership class for all who 
are interested in joining HWC or are interested in knowing more about HWC. The class begins 
at 6:00pm and will conclude between 8:30 and 9:00. We will meet in Room 105 (across from 
the church library). If you would like to attend and have not already indicated your interest in 
doing so, please contact me (wesoden@hwchurch.org / 585-567-2264) as soon as possible. 

HWC Kids 
• Kids Connect:  This week, kids see how Jesus called Andrew, Peter, James, and John to 

become his disciples. 
• BIG IDEA: I can trust God’s plans for me.  
• BIBLE: Mark 1:14—20; Psalm 62:5—12 
• January Memory Verse: “I can do all this through him who gives me strength.” — Philippians 

4:13 (NIV) 
• Kids Club:  Kick off 2024 with Kids Club on Saturday from 9:30-11am for grades PreK-6th 

grade.  Kids will participate in a few fun activities focused on the spiritual discipline of 
spending time with God and using their God-given gifts.  Every kid will come home with a new 
friend that will help them with these spiritual disciplines!  (Don't worry - it's not alive!!) 

• Stone Soup Dinner:  Want a night off from cooking next Friday while also helping a ministry 
of the Church?  Join us for the annual Stone Soup Dinner on Friday, January 26 from 5:15-6:45 
at the Community Room.  Eat-in, take-out, or order ahead for a delicious, hot meal of soup, 
bread, and dessert to support Valley Preschool scholarship funds. 

Adult Discipleship Options: 
• University Fellowship | Room 10 (Good Shepherd Room) | A community of university students 

of all stages gathers each Sunday for connection and growth together and builds on those 
connections throughout the week.  

• Kaleidoscope | Community Room | An adult discipleship group which covers a range of topics 
relating to the Christian life in multi-week series throughout the semester. 

• The Chosen | Margaret Wynn Conference Room | Watch and discuss the series The Chosen 
with others.  
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• Moms Who Pray | Room 6 | Join other moms in prayer for our community, church, and world 
in one of the most enduring groups in HWC’s history.  

• Exposition | Room 9 | Dr. Paul Young leads this long-standing discipleship group through the 
book of Acts.  

• Devotional Classics | Room 11 | Read and reflect on excellent, historically timeless devotional 
books together. This spring, Devotional Classics is studying Orthodoxy by G.K. Chesterton and 
The Great Divorce by C.S. Lewis.  

• Women of the Word | Room 7 | Gather with other women to study and discuss The Big Story of 
the Bible. 

• Coffee & Connections | Room 105 | A time for intentional fellowship over coffee for parents.  

If you have any questions about these groups, midweek small groups, or other discipleship 
opportunities, email Pastor Grace Deitrick at gracedeitrick@hwchurch.org. 

Did you know that most Friday evenings over the next few months, a group of 5th and 6th grade kids 
(with adult supervision) will use our gym to practice and hone their soccer skills? Thank you for your 
generosity that enables us to make our building available for young people in the area. 

Church Finances 
• Here are the giving totals for the fiscal year (June 2023 – May 2024) 

Budget Needed: $551,671.23 / Budget Received: $527,663.08 

Thank you for your generosity that enables us to serve one another and others. 

• In addition to giving during the offering time in our worship services, you are invited to use 
online giving or to drop off or mail your check to the church (P.O. Box 127, Houghton, NY 
14744). 

• If you would like to see any church financial information, contact the church office. 

Streaming: Send your comments, ideas or words of gratitude about the streaming to 
streaming@hwchurch.org. 

If you have questions, concerns or needs, do not hesitate to contact us (585-567-2264, 
office@hwchurch.org, or any of us individually). If you have needs in the coming weeks, please let us 
know. 

You continue to be in our prayers. We pray God’s grace and comfort upon you. 

Pastor Wes 
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