
 

January 9, 2024 

Dear Houghton Church Friends, 

Sunday we return to our regular worship schedule: 
  8:30 a.m. – Worship Service 
  9:45 a.m. – Discipleship Hour (All ages) 
11:00 a.m. – Worship Service (Streaming) 

Sunday Sermon: This Sunday I begin a short series of sermons related to hospitality. I begin with the familiar 
parable of The Prodigal Son (Luke 15): A Glimpse into God’s Heart. 

HWC Kids 
• Nursery, Children's Church, and Kids Connect are back on the regular schedule this week! 
• Kids Connect:  This week, kids see how Jesus called Philip and Nathanael to follow him. BIG IDEA: I 

can trust Jesus knows me. BIBLE: John 1:43–51; Psalm 139:13–18 
• Memory Verse: “I can do all this through him who gives me strength.” — Philippians 4:13 (NIV) 
• Kids Club: Kids ages PreK-6th, join us on January 20th, 9:30-11am, for a mashup of activities from our 

curriculum provider, GROW, focusing on two of the spiritual habits: using our gifts and spending time 
with God. Kids will spend time exploring how God uniquely made them and how they can use those 
unique qualities to love God, love others, and impact the world around them. They will then adopt a new 
stuffed buddy as they learn how spending time growing in relationship with God through personal times 
of prayer, reading Scripture, reflection, and worship can help us discover our gifts and God's love. Join us! 

Adult Discipleship: The new year is a great time to consider creative opportunities for spiritual formation. Each 
Sunday at 9:45, HWC hosts Discipleship Hour with groups for any age.  

• University Fellowship | Room 10 (Good Shepherd Room) | A community of university students of all 
stages gathers each Sunday for connection and growth together and builds on those connections 
throughout the week.  

• Kaleidoscope | Community Room | An adult discipleship group which covers a range of topics relating 
to the Christian life in multi-week series throughout the semester. 

• The Chosen | Margaret Wynn Conference Room | Watch and discuss the series The Chosen with others.  
• Moms Who Pray | Room 6 | Join other moms in prayer for our community, church, and world in one of 

the most enduring groups in HWC’s history.  
• Exposition | Room 9 | Dr. Paul Young leads this long-standing discipleship group through the book of 

Acts.  
• Devotional Classics | Room 11 | Read and reflect on excellent, historically timeless devotional books 

together. This spring, Devotional Classics is studying Orthodoxy by G.K. Chesterton and The Great 
Divorce by C.S. Lewis.  

• Women of the Word | Room 7 | Gather with other women to study and discuss The Big Story of the 
Bible. 

• Coffee & Connections | Room 105 | A time for intentional fellowship over coffee for parents.  
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If you have any questions about these groups, midweek small groups, or other discipleship opportunities, 
email Pastor Grace Deitrick at gracedeitrick@hwchurch.org. 

Did you know that volunteers come early each Sunday to prepare coffee and water for hot drinks and that 
another volunteer cleans up after the worship services? We are so grateful for these volunteers and their service to 
our congregation. If you would be interested in knowing more about helping with hot drinks preparation, contact 
Grace Deitrick at gracedeitrick@hwchurch.org . 

Church Finances 
• Here are the giving totals for the fiscal year (June 2023 – May 2024) 

Budget Needed: $534,953.92 / Budget Received: $504,873.96 

Thank you for your generosity that enables us to serve one another and others. 

• In addition to giving during the offering time in our worship services, you are invited to use online giving 
or to drop off or mail your check to the church (P.O. Box 127, Houghton, NY 14744). 

• If you would like to see any church financial information, contact the church office. 

Streaming: Send your comments, ideas or words of gratitude about the streaming to streaming@hwchurch.org. 

If you have questions, concerns or needs, do not hesitate to contact us (585-567-2264, office@hwchurch.org, or 
any of us individually). If you have needs in the coming weeks, please let us know. 

You continue to be in our prayers. We pray God’s grace and comfort upon you. 

Pastor Wes 
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