December 19, 2023
Dear Houghton Church Friends,

The Sunday’s worship schedule:
10:00 a.m. — Worship Service (Streaming)

Sunday Sermon: This Sunday is the Fourth Sunday of Advent. I will be preaching about Herod and his response to Magi’s
appearance and announcement about the star of the King. This sermon, from Matthew 2, is titled: Jesus Comes to
Disrupt Our Structures of Power.

Christmas Eve Services: This Sunday we will host two Christmas Eve Services at 4:00pm and 6:00pm. At both services, we
will sing carols, read the scriptures of the Nativity, have a time for children and light candles.

HWC Kids

e Kids Connect: This week, kids hear how Jesus was born in Bethlehem. BIG IDEA: Jesus is why we celebrate!
BIBLE: Luke 2:1-20; Psalm 89:1—4.

e December Memory Verse: "The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the wotld.” — John 1:9
(NIV).

e Christmas Eve Children's Song: All children are invited to come to the front of the sanctuary when invited at the
10am service to sing the Christmas song they have been practicing. Find the link to the video with motions here so
they can practice!l LINK: https://voutu.be/AMI gouiWU3g

e No Children's Church on Christmas Eve or New Year's Eve; we invite families to worship together. Nursery will be
available during both morning services.

Valley Preschool

e Valley Preschool has openings on Tuesdays and Thursdays for children ages two (by September 1, 2023) through
five starting in January. Please contact Casda Danner at casdadanner@hwchurch.org or at 585-567-4314 for
information about enrolling your child and let friends know.

e You are invited to the Valley Preschool Christmas program in the church sanctuary on Wednesday, December 20th
at 10:00 a.m. The children will present “The Friendly Beasts," sing other Christmas songs, tell about their gifts for
Baby Jesus, and we will watch their movie, “Jesus’s Christmas Party” based on the book by Nicholas Allen. See if you
can guess all of our filming locations!

Did you know that Pastor Jon and the 65 people (52 youth, 13 adults) planning to attend the Wesleyan Youth Convention in
Cincinnati, Ohio (December 27-30) leave a week from today? Thank you for your financial support and for your
prayers for safety as they travel and for a significant moving of God’s Spirit as they experience the days of music,
worship, word and fellowship.

Church Finances

e Here are the giving totals for the fiscal year (June 2023 — May 2024)

Budget Needed: $484,801.99 / Budget Received: $445,554.90

Thank you for your generosity that enables us to serve one another and othets.

e In addition to giving during the offering time in our worship services, you are invited to use online giving or to drop
off or mail your check to the church (P.O. Box 127, Houghton, NY 14744).

e If you would like to see any church financial information, contact the church office.

Streaming: Send your comments, ideas or words of gratitude about the streaming to streaming(@hwchurch.org.

If you have questions, concerns or needs, do not hesitate to contact us (585-567-2264, office@hwchurch.org, or any of us

individually). If you have needs in the coming weeks, please let us know.
You continue to be in our prayers. We pray God’s grace and comfort upon you.

Have a blessed Thanksgiving holiday,
Pastor Wes
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