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December 5, 2023
Dear Houghton Church Friends,
The Sunday’s worship schedule:

e 8:30 a.m. — Worship Service
e 9:45 a.m. —Kids Connect, Youth Sunday School, Adult Discipleship
e 11:00 a.m. — Worship Service (Streaming)

SUNDAY SERMON: This Sunday is the Second Sunday of Advent. I will be preaching about how the coming of
Jesus disrupts our understanding of the kingdom and the way in which God works in this world. This Sunday’s
sermon is from Luke 7:11-23 about Jesus Comes to Disrupt Our Ideas of the Kingdom. We will be receiving
The Lord’s Supper in both services as well.

HWC Kids

e Kids Connect: This week, kids hear how the birth of John was foretold to Zechariah. BIG IDEA: We can trust
God’s timing. BIBLE: Luke 1:5-25; 2 Peter 3:8-15

e December Memory Verse: “The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world.” — John 1:9
(NIV)

e Kids Club: Super Cool Pool Party (minus the swimming!) on Saturday, December 16th from 9:30-11am; PreK
- 6th grade, families welcome to participate

e HWC Kids Volunteer Appreciation: Team members stop by the new classroom across from the Primary
Assembly room on Sunday morning for a special, "thank you" Christmas treat bar! We are so thankful for you!

e Holiday Schedule: No Kids Connect Dec. 17th through Jan. 7th (regular schedule resumes on Jan. 14th); no
Children's Church on Christmas Eve morning; Nursery available every Sunday morning.

MEN’S BREAKFAST: This Saturday, December 9, 8:00 a.m., all men are invited to a breakfast in the church
Community Room. Phil Stockin will be sharing some of his faith journey.

CAROL SING Please join us for the Christmas Carol Sing and Cookie Reception on Sunday, December 17%, at 4:00
p.m. We invite you to bring your instruments. Please bring a plate of cookies to share (Ieave them in the church
kitchen) before joining voices in celebrating our annual Carol Sign in the sanctuary.

POINSETTIAS: The Church welcomes your Christmas Poinsettias for the sanctuary for Christmas. We have
purchased several poinsettias which you may purchase for $14 each or you may bring your own to drop off at the
church office by December 15", If you would like to purchase one or more poinsettias, you may use the online giving
option, mail a check to the church (indicate poinsettias), or drop off payment at the church office. If you wish to
purchase a poinsettia in memory or I honor of a loved one, please call Patty at 567-2264 or email
(pattystalker@hwchurch.org) with your information by December 11,

CHRISTMAS EVE OFFERING: Eastern Europe Outreach: We have the exciting opportunity to join our Global
Partner friends in Czech Republic and a nearby nation as they launch new ways to reach the unreached with the Good
News. Let us prayerfully consider our response.
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CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES: We will host two Christmas Eve Services: 4:00 and 6:00. Both services will include
the Lighting of the Christ Candle, a Children’s Time, Congregational Candle lighting, the reading of the Christmas
story and music. The 6:00 service will be streamed.

HOLIDAY SERVICES
Sunday, December 10

Sunday, December 17
Sunday, December 24
Sunday, December 31

Sunday, January 7
Sunday, January 14

8:30 a.m. — Worship Service
9:45 a.m. — Kids Connect, Youth Sunday School, Adult Discipleship
11:00 a.m. — Worship Service

10:00 a.m. — Worship Service
4:00 p.m. — Carol Sing/Cookie Reception (Bring your instruments)

10:00 a.m. — Worship Service
4:00 p.m. — Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
6:00 p.m. — Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

10:00 a.m. — Worship Service
10:00 a.m. — Worship Service

8:30 a.m. — Worship Service
9:45 a.m. — Kids Connect, Youth Sunday School, Adult Discipleship
11:00 a.m. — Worship Service

Did you know that there is a special box at the CE building Welcome Desk where HWC Kids and Youth can submit
prayer requests and praises, either with their name or anonymously? The Wednesday morning women's bible
study prays for each request.

Church Finances

e Here are the giving totals for the fiscal year (June 2023 — May 2024)

Budget Needed: $451,367.37 / Budget Received: $413,326.92

Thank you for your generosity that enables us to serve one another and others.

¢ In addition to the offering in our worship services, you are invited to use online giving or to drop off or mail
your check to the church (P.O. Box 127, Houghton, NY 14744).
e Ifyou would like to see any church financial information, contact the church office.

Streaming: Send your comments, ideas or words of gratitude about the streaming to streaming(@hwchurch.org.

If you have questions, concerns or needs, do not hesitate to contact us (585-567-2264, office@hwchurch.org, or any of
us individually). If you have needs in the coming weeks, please let us know.

You continue to be in our prayers. We pray God’s grace and comfort upon you.

Have a blessed holiday season,

Pastor Wes

P.O. Box 127, HoucHTON, NY 14744-0127 + (585) 567-2264 + WWW.HWCHURCH.ORG
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