
 

 
November 28, 2023 

 

Dear Houghton Church Friends, 

The Sunday’s worship schedule: 

•  8:30 a.m. – Worship Service 
•  9:45 a.m. – Kids Connect, Youth Sunday School, Adult Discipleship 
• 11:00 a.m. – Worship Service (Streaming) 

Sunday Sermon: This Sunday is the First Sunday of Advent. During Advent, I will be preaching about how 
the coming of Jesus disrupts our lives and our world. This Sunday’s sermon is from Luke 2:22-40 
about Jesus Comes to Disrupt Our Loyalties. 

HWC Kids 
• Kids Connect December series - "Christmas Vacation" -  Grab your sandals, sunblock, and swim gear 

because it’s time for a Christmas Vacation! We’ll be making sand angels and roasting chestnuts 
around an open bonfire on our tropical getaway. You’ve never experienced Christmas like this! In this 
five-week series, we’ll focus on the birth of Jesus and the way God had been planning things from the 
very beginning. We’ll see how God sent Jesus for a reason, learn to trust God’s timing, understand 
why God gives us what’s best, and see how Jesus is why we celebrate because Jesus is God’s gift to 
the world. 

• December Memory Verse:   “The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world.” 
— John 1:9 (NIV)  

• Kids Connect:   This week, kids hear how the Word became flesh through Jesus. BIG IDEA: God sent 
Jesus for a reason. BIBLE: John 1:1–17; Psalm 80:1–7 

• URGENT need!  We have a few members of our awesome Kids Connect team travelling next 
semester or adding babies to their family (YAYY!) leaving us with a couple of openings for the Spring 
semester - 3rd grade teacher and assistant and 3/4-year-old assistant.  Would you prayerfully consider 
joining in the Sunday, faith-filled fun?  Email kidsmin@hwchurch.org with questions or interest.  
Thank you! 

Decorating for Advent: Please join us on Saturday, December 2, from 10:00-12:00 noon. All are invited to 
help decorate the sanctuary and foyer for Advent. Please email Linda Knapp (lindashea.knapp@gmail.com) 
with any questions about decorating or to let Linda know you are planning to come. Or just come on 
December 2 to help decorate. You are welcome to join us for the entire time or for as long as you can stay. 
Thank you. 
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Did you know that during this year’s Prayer Vigil more than 200 hours were spent by people (individuals, 
families and groups) in the prayer room? Thank you for your generosity that makes it possible for us 
to offer these prayer events in a way that provides space for prayer in all of its various ways. 

Church Finances 
• Here are the giving totals for the fiscal year (June 2023 – May 2024) 

Budget Needed: $434,650.06 / Budget Received: $399,441.16 

Thank you for your generosity that enables us to serve one another and others. 

• In addition to the offering in our worship services, you are invited to use online giving or to drop off or 
mail your check to the church (P.O. Box 127, Houghton, NY 14744). 

• If you would like to see any church financial information, contact the church office. 

Streaming: Send your comments, ideas or words of gratitude about the streaming to 
streaming@hwchurch.org. 

If you have questions, concerns or needs, do not hesitate to contact us (585-567-2264, office@hwchurch.org, 
or any of us individually). If you have needs in the coming weeks, please let us know. 

You continue to be in our prayers. We pray God’s grace and comfort upon you. 

Have a blessed Thanksgiving holiday, 
Pastor Wes 
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