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November 14, 2023
Dear Houghton Church Friends,

The Sunday’s worship schedule:

e  8:30 a.m. — Worship Service (Indoor)
e  9:45a.m. — Kids Connect, Youth Sunday School, Adult Discipleship
e 11:00 a.m. — Worship Service (Indoor/Streaming)

Sunday Sermon: | will preach from 2 Timothy 4 about a friend of Paul who struggles with his
spiritual journey: When You Lose Your Way.

Sunday Food Pantry Collection: This Sunday morning we will collect food to restock our food
pantry for the holidays. Here are items that are needed:

e Thanksgiving staples: stuffing, cranberries, gravy, cream of mushroom soup, green beans, dried
onions, pumpkin pie filling, dinner rolls, ham or ham slices, turkey breast or turkey, frozen
pies.

Pasta, Noodles, Spaghetti Sauce, Macaroni & Cheese, Rice, Cheese

Canned Meats, Soup, Chili, Canned Fruits & Vegetables, Baked Beans

Tea, Coffee, Dry Milk, Evaporated Milk, Fruit Juices

Instant Potatoes, Potato Casseroles, Pancake Mix, Syrup, Breakfast Cereal

Disposable Diapers, Baby Foods

Sugar, Flour, Brown Sugar, Brownie Mixes, Cake Mixes, Frosting

Peanut Butter, Jelly or Jam, Crackers, Cookies, Cooking Oil, Bisquick

Toothpaste, Soap, Shampoo and Conditioner, Laundry Detergent, Dishwashing Liquid, Paper

Products, Pet Food

e Monetary Donations (checks to Houghton Wesleyan Church with “FOOD PANTRY” on the

Memo Line) Monetary donations provide fresh fruits and vegetables, meat, bread, eggs, cheese,
and milk

Prayer Vigil We are now into the final week of our 3-week, 24/7 Prayer Vigil. This year’s theme is

Our Stories: God'’s Faithfulness. In addition to the normal prayer helps (whiteboards,

kneeler, prayer journal, etc.), we are also adding some unique helps that connect

specifically to this year’s theme. And as usual, there are materials for children. You may

reserve an hour in the prayer room by visiting the church website

(https://hwchurch.org/events/prayer-vigil-2023-sign-up/), by using this QR code, or by

contacting the church office.

The Closing service for the Prayer Vigil is Sunday Evening at 5:00 p.m. We will gather in the
sanctuary to pray, sing, and share about this year’s prayer vigil.

Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes are due on Wednesday (tomorrow!) so they can be delivered
to the larger collection point.


https://hwchurch.org/events/prayer-vigil-2023-sign-up/

HWC Kids

Kids Connect: This week, kids learn about the time Rahab helped the Israelites escape the city.
o BIG IDEA: God can use someone like me.
o BIBLE: Joshua 2; Matthew 25:14-30
November Memory Verse: "Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who
promised is faithful.” — Hebrews 10:23 (NIV)
Kids Club THIS Saturday! "Share Your Story Challenge": Do you love show-and-tell? It is so
much more than a chance to show off your favorite stuff— it is a chance to tell stories about the
people, experiences, and memories that matter most to you. This month, we're practicing the
spiritual habit of sharing your story of faith with a new spin on show-and -tell! In this version,
you will have the opportunity to hear faith stories and creatively create and share your own
story!
If your kid has dreamed of being on the big screen in the sanctuary, we will be filming
interested kids sharing their story to be shown during a Sunday morning service! Ages PreK -
6th grade, 9:30-11am
RFKC Giving Tree: Join us during November and December as we partner with Royal Family
Kids Camp to create a life-changing week for local abused and neglected kids this summer.
Pick a tag from the tree in the sanctuary or CE building foyers, purchase a new, quality item
listed on the tag, and return it to one of the collection boxes. Questions? Email
houghton.rfkc@gmail.com or kidsmin@hwchurch.org.
Last call for Lost & Found items! Check the coat rack and cupboard in the CE foyer this week
before the lost & found is cleaned out for donation.

Did you know that once again this semester, today a class of Houghton University art students spent

their class time in the church sanctuary painting the stained-glass windows and other elements
of our historic worship space? We are so grateful for the sacrifices made by our congregation in
order to erect this building in 1933-34 and to all who have made sacrifices since that have
enabled us to maintain the building as a means of inspiring our worship of God.

Church Finances

Here are the giving totals for the fiscal year (June 2023 — May 2024)
Budget Needed: $401,215.44 / Budget Received: $374,428.77
Thank you for your generosity that enables us to serve one another and others.

In addition to the offering in our worship services, you are invited to use online giving or to
drop off or mail your check to the church (P.O. Box 127, Houghton, NY 14744).
If you would like to see any church financial information, contact the church office.

Streaming: Send your comments, ideas or words of gratitude about the streaming to
streaming@hwechurch.org.

If you have questions, concerns or needs, do not hesitate to contact us (585-567-2264,
office@hwechurch.org, or any of us individually). If you have needs in the coming weeks, please let us

know.

You continue to be in our prayers. We pray God’s grace and comfort upon you.

Blessings,
Pastor Wes
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