STEWARDSHIP— A Life of Generosity

October 2023 — Kids Min Financial Update
HWC Kids kicked off the start of a new school year last month with
many new faces, new events, and new opportunities to “Connect with
God, Connect with the Church, and Connect with Each Other while
Learning to Live Like Jesus!” It may be obvious where much of the
money that you give to the Church is used in kids ministry — things like
curriculum for our classes and the supplies needed to teach lessons.
However, there are so many less obvious ways that you support our
ministry and for that, we are so grateful.
This year, money from the Facilities Stewards was designated for
several updates to our children’s areas. Money went towards new chairs
that fit our Kindergarten and 1st graders much better so they can be
comfortable and safe while they learn. Smaller amounts were designated
for updates to classrooms, including blinds, whiteboards, painting, etc.
We also saw the reconfiguration of spaces upstairs in the CE building.
What had been four small, unusable classrooms with a dark and
secluded hallway between is now two large classrooms that are open,
bright, safe, and updated for the needs of our preteens.
With almost 75 volunteers in kids ministry alone, much of our budget
goes to encouraging them in their ministry each year, whether it is a
kickoft breakfast, end of the year gift or celebration, or birthday and
holiday gifts of appreciation as well as resources to aid them in their
teaching. Every week, they can visit our volunteer “break room” to grab
a coffee or snack to give them energy to tackle the big job of teaching
our HWC Kids.
It’s the little things that we are able to do because of your contributions
that really create a program that is meeting the needs of our kids and
their families, whether it be sending a birthday card to each HWC kid,
creating a place for them to submit prayer requests, a fun way to encour-
age collective Scripture memory, a get well package during a prolonged
illness, “busy bags” to allow them to be a more integrated part of our
main services, and so much more.
Thank you for the ways that you support kids ministry at Houghton
Wesleyan through your money, prayers, time, and more. Children are
not the future of the Church — they are part of the Church now — and
your giving makes that clear to them, their families, and the people that
serve them.

EMILY SPATEHOLTS, CHILDREN'S MINISTRY DIRECTOR
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