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October 10, 2023

Dear Houghton Church Friends,

The Sunday’s worship schedule:

8:30 a.m. — Worship Service (Indoor)
9:45 a.m. — Kids Connect, Youth Sunday School, Adult Discipleship
11:00 a.m. — Worship Service (Indoor/Streaming)

Sunday Sermon: This week we are going to ponder the life of Zebedee, the father of James and John, two

of Jesus’s disciples (Matthew 4; Mark 1): When You Feel Your Plans Crumbling.

HWC Kids

Kids Connect: This week, kids hear about the golden calf and the trouble it caused. BIG IDEA: We
can turn to God when we’re lost. BIBLE: Exodus 32:1-14; Philippians 4:4-9

October Memory Verse: | am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland." —
Isaiah 43:19b (NIV)

Harvest Festival: Help make our outreach event a success! Sign up today
(https://www.PerfectPotluck.com/MNBK2950) to contribute baked goods or enter the soup cook-off.
Donate candy or individually packed snacks to be used in our goody bags; drop items off in the CE
building foyer or at the Church office today. Thanks!

October is Pregnancy, Infant, and Child Loss Awareness Month: In lieu of our traditional
Bereavement Service, we are choosing to honor our children lost too soon and their families in a
couple of different ways this year. “Pregnancy and Infant Loss Remembrance Day is observed on
October 15th each year. In the United States, 1 out of every 4 pregnancies ends in miscarriage and 1
and every 160 pregnancies end in stillbirth.” (https://pregnancyafterlosssupport.org) Please take a
look at the special display in the nursery to honor and remember the children in our Church that are
waiting for us in Heaven. Additionally, we encourage anyone interested to participate in the “Pink
and Blue Awareness Project - The Pink and Blue Awareness Project is a 100% volunteer run project
that makes and donates bracelets to be worn in October for Pregnancy and Infant Loss Awareness
Month. We wear these bracelets beginning in October to raise awareness and to honor the thousands
of babies lost to pregnancy and infant loss every year. One in four women suffer pregnancy and
infant loss, often in silence. Wearing this bracelet shows your support for these families.”
(https://www.thecooperproject.org/pink-and-blue-project) Pick up a bracelet at the CE Welcome
Desk to wear during the month of October.

Small Group Leaders: Our next gathering for equipping and mutual support will be Tues, Oct 24 at

6:30pm (Community Room). This time we will focus on facilitating group participation in prayer
and also highlighting some ways your small group can connect with the Prayer Vigil.



-

Did you know that the CE Building foyer has a new look? The large wall has been transformed into a
colorful world map. We will be adding more resources that connect us with the people we support
and their work around the world as well as information related to our local ministries. Thank you for
the generous gifts that are making this transformation possible.

Church Finances
e Here are the giving totals for the fiscal year (June 2023 — May 2024).

Budget Needed: $317,628.89 / Budget Received: $291,559.46
Thank you for your generosity that enables us to serve one another and others.

¢ In addition to the offering in our worship services, you are invited to use online giving or to drop off
or mail your check to the church (P.O. Box 127, Houghton, NY 14744).
e Ifyou would like to see any church financial information, contact the church office.

Streaming: Send your comments, ideas or words of gratitude about the streaming to
streaming@hwchurch.org.

If you have questions, concerns or needs, do not hesitate to contact us (585-567-2264,
office@hwchurch.org, or any of us individually). If you have needs in the coming weeks, please let us
know.

You continue to be in our prayers. We pray God’s grace and comfort upon you.

Blessings,
Pastor Wes
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