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September 5, 2023
Dear Houghton Church Friends,
The Sunday’s worship schedule:

e  8:30 a.m. — Worship Service (Outdoor)
e  9:45 am. — Kids Connect, Youth Sunday School, Adult Discipleship
e 11:00 a.m. — Worship Service (Indoor/Streaming)

Sunday Sermon: This week I will lead us to think about another biblical character. This Sunday’s sermon we will
focus attention on Pharaoh’s Cupbearer (Genesis 40-41): When You Forget Your Promises.

Adult Discipleship Options: We understand that because all of us are different, we learn best in different ways.
With this in mind, we are offering various options to help us grow as disciples of Jesus.

o  University Fellowship | Room 10 (Good Shepherd Room) | A community of university students of all stages
gathers each Sunday for connection and growth together and builds on those connections throughout the
week. This semester, University Fellowship will be studying ‘Crazy Ezekiel’ together.

e Kaleidoscope | Community Room | An adult discipleship group that covers a range of topics relating to the
Christian life in multi-week series throughout the year. Fall schedule:

o Worship in an Age of Anxiety with Mike Jordan | September 10-17, October 1
o Stories of Faith with several HWC attenders

o Leadership Ethics and Stakeholder Shock with Alex Wright

o God’s First Language: Psalm 23, Prayer, and Times of Trial with Jim Zoller

o And more!

e The Chosen | Margaret Wynn Conference Room | Watch and discuss the series The Chosen with others.

e  Moms that Pray | Room 6 | Join other moms in prayer for our community, church, and world in one of the
most enduring groups in HWC'’s history.

e Exposition | Room 9 | Dr. Paul Young leads this long-standing discipleship group through the book of Acts.

e Devotional Classics | Room 11 | Read and reflect on excellent, historically timeless devotional books
together. This fall, Devotional Classics is studying God in My Everything by Ken Shigematsu.

o  Women of the Word | Room 7 | Gather with other women to read and discuss Jen Wilkin's Women of the
Word in community.

o Coffee & Connections | Room 105 | A time for intentional fellowship over coffee for parents.

HWC Nursery

Hello wonderful nursery volunteers! We are so grateful for your service to the babies of HWC and their families!
We have only had 4 responses to volunteer for this coming school year. We have an urgent need for more! If you
haven't yet turned in your response, or are contemplating whether or not you might, please prayerfully discern if
this is something you feel led to do and let Jan Schilke know ASAP. You may call or text her (716-904-2678),
respond to this email, or notify the church office. Thank you so much for considering this plea! Many blessings on
you and all the ways you touch the lives of others!



Stewards of Children Training Seminar: The Child Safety Committee (CSC) is hosting a Stewards of Children
(SOC) training seminar on Sept 9, 8 - 10:30am. SOC is a sexual abuse awareness and prevention program
that is mandatory for all of the HWC staff and all volunteers in the youth and children's ministry programs.
The CSC encourages every member of our community to understand our abuse prevention plan and to
participate in protecting our youth and children! All are welcome to attend! Refreshments will be provided.
Please let Pastor Jon or Emily Spateholts know if you will attend.

HWC Kids
e Kids Connect begins this week at 9:45am! Sign in at the Welcome Desk and we'll help you find where you
need to go. We can't wait to see you there!
e Kids Connect: This week, kids see how God protected the Israelites during the ten plagues and the
Passover.
o BIG IDEA: We follow God’s lead.
o BIBLE: Exodus 7:14-10:29, 12:1-14; 1 Peter 1:13-21
o September Memory Verse: "Show me your ways, Lord, teach me your paths." — Psalm 25:4 (NIV)
e Kids Club: "Let's Kick It" kickoff event on Saturday, September 16th from 9:30-11am. Preschool - 6th
grade; nursery provided.
e Stewards of Children training: Saturday, Sept. 9th from 8-10:30am or Tuesday, Sept. 12th from 8-10:30pm

HWC Youth
e For youth discipleship hour this week, it's "Go-to-SS-with-your-Parents" day! Youth volunteers will meet
in the youth room for staff meeting!

Did you know that with Kids Connect starting this Sunday, there are 20 people who are involved in organizing,
teaching and helping so that our children might learn more about God and his love for them. Thank you to
all of our volunteers who help nurture our children in the love and goodness of Jesus.

Church Finances
e Here are the giving totals for the fiscal year (June 2023 — May 2024).

Budget Needed: $234,042.34 / Budget Received: $210,723.53
Thank you for your generosity that enables us to serve one another and others.

e In addition to the offering in our worship services, you are invited to use online giving or to drop off or mail
your check to the church (P.O. Box 127, Houghton, NY 14744).
e [fyou would like to see any church financial information, contact the church office.

Streaming: Send your comments, ideas or words of gratitude about the streaming to streaming@hwchurch.org.

If you have questions, concerns or needs, do not hesitate to contact us (585-567-2264, office@hwchurch.org, or any
of us individually). If you have needs in the coming weeks, please let us know.

You continue to be in our prayers. We pray God’s grace and comfort upon you.

Blessings,
Pastor Wes
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