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*\O/‘u \C\k People Matter /’\O/ & \O/k

And God spoke all these words: “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of
slavery. You shall have no other gods before me.
Exodus 20:1-3

I’ve mentioned in numerous sermons the statement by mid-twentieth century pastor and author A. W.
Tozer: What we think about God is the most important thing about us.

Tozer’s point is that everything we are, everything we think about ourselves, everything we think about
others, everything we think about life, everything we think about everything is wrapped up in our view of God.
Our view of God leads us trust him or reject him. In times of need, our view of God causes us to run to him or
to run away from him. When we wonder who we are, our view of God is the catalyst to self-worth or self-
loathing. We may struggle to believe it, but I am convinced that everything about life ultimately comes back to
our view of God.

Because of sin, our view of God is skewed. Our receptors toward God are damaged so that we miss so
much of what he communicates to us. Our hurts and pains lead us to believe false ideas about God. Our inse-
curities cause us to wonder and doubt the truth that scripture communicates to us about God. And every step of
the way, the evil one does everything possible to plant seeds of doubt, to hinder the truth, to fertilize these
false, skewed views of God.

I have come to believe that the primary point of scripture is not so much to teach us how to live (though
that is certainly a part of it) or to teach us how to think (though that’s certainly a part of it) but to reveal to us
the nature of God. I don’t think that scripture is attempting to prove that God exists but rather that this kind of
God exists. Because what we think about God is the most important thing about us.

And how does scripture help us see, believe and embrace a more accurate view of God? One way is to pre-
sent us with people who encounter God. Scripture is filled with people who encounter God and find that he is
exactly who he says he is. And why does scripture do this? Because God cares about human beings, God loves
people. God creates people for relationship with him and with each other. At the heart of the gospel is the
truth: People matter to God.

Sunday mornings this fall, we’re going to look at some of the biblical people who encounter God. These
people encounter God in a variety of circumstances and for a variety of reasons. And even though they lived a
long time ago, we will see that they are just like us, which is why they are important to us. Their story is really
our story.

I invite you to join me on this journey of exploration and reflection. And as we engage with these people
who encounter God, my prayer is that we will find ourselves encountering God in a new, fresh and transforma-
tional way.

In Christ,
Pasitor Wes



Stewardship — A Life of Generosity

Financial Update for September 2023
Stewardship — A Life of Generosity

Year-End Fiscal Report

Now that all of the information has been compiled, we want to give you an update on the 2022-2023
Fiscal Year. We ended the year about $4,000 below our anticipated giving goal. If you followed our
giving through the year, you will note that in December, we were more than $46,000 behind! Thank
you for your generous giving.

In addition, our year-end expenses were a little over $18,000 under budget. This is generally attribut-
able to a cross section of the budget. The difference in these two figures means that we ended the year
with a surplus of $14,525.

When the 2022-2023 Community Financial Plan was presented, we noted that we were adding some
gift funds to help cover the increase in staff. We now have the full details and the final distribution
has been received.

Estate Gift
At her death in 2021, Mary Boomhower named Houghton Wesleyan Church as one of her beneficiaries. The
final accounting of her estate has just been completed. We are receiving a little over $149,000.

Knowing that we were receiving a significant amount, we made plans to use $25,000 of these funds to help
fund the staffing increase. However, due to the year-end surplus, we will only need to utilize $10,475 of the
$25,000 of the estate funds that were allocated in the budget. Our intention is to reduce dependence on the
estate each of the next three years ($16,667 this year, $8,333 next year, and $0 the following year). If we are
able, as we did this year, to use less of the estate funds, we will do so.

The use of the remaining estate funds are under consideration, including the possibility of a significant up-
grade/renovation to our building. Whatever we do, we will do so in a way that honors Mary’s life and her
generosity.

We are so grateful for your continued generosity. It is because of your gifts that we are able to maintain our
buildings, serve and help one another and bear witness to Christ in tangible ways to our communities and even
the world.

Please note that all financial reports are always available by contacting the church office.

The Stewardship Committee

. :‘ ) A
UPDATE ON THE THAILAND WYCLIFFE CHRISTMAS OFFERING!!

When Margie Doty and LuAnne Brubaker Vlslted SEA51a last month they
stopped by Wycliffe Thailand. :

Here are photos of the Wycliffe Thailand
staff in their current office, and one of the
new offices which they plan to move into
this month!
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Kids Connect begins on September 10th from 9:45-10:45am. All children from nursery through 6th
grade will check in at the Welcome Center. Children ages 2 - 4 and 6th grade will go directly to their
classrooms after check-in. Kindergarten through 5th grade will begin in the Primary Assembly room on
the second floor of the CE building.

WEEK 1 WEEK 2 WEEK 3 WEEK 4
God teaches us We God leads us to God will lead

o
God's lead. TR

*Show me your ways, Lord, teach me your paths.”

- HWC Kids in September: "Lead the Way: A four-week series from Exodus on Moses - In the jungle,
every day is an unpredictable adventure! But to safely navigate the vines, animals, and tricky terrain,
we’ll need a guide to help lead us. This four-week series follows the life of Moses and his journey to
leading the Israelites out of Egypt. Through his story, we’ll discover how God teaches us how to lead,
and learn how to follow God’s lead as God leads us to safety, and to what we need."

SHOW ME YOUR
Memory verse: WAYS, LORD, TEACH

/‘ ME YOUR PATHS.

Kids Club - "Let's Kick It!"

Saturday, September 16th, 9:30-11am - Let's kick off the new school year together, get to know each
other and have some fun! Preschoolers through 6th graders, join us for a new spin on classic kicking
games and activities.

We're not pulling your leg when we say we're going to have fun. No dragging your feet! Let's kick it!

o Stewards of Children training in the Community Room is open to ALL, required for all HWC Kids
and Youth Team members. Two options: Saturday, September 9th from 8:00-10:30am or Tuesday,
September 12th from 8:00-10:30pm.

e Let Jon Cole (joncole@hwchurch.org) or Emily Spateholts (kidsmin@hwchurch.org) know if you
will be attending.
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\/alley PreSchoo
»

We are excited to have our enrollment back up to pre-Covid numbers at
Valley Preschool! It’s looking like we’ll have eighteen students, but I still
have people asking about admission, so we may have more. It’s also
looking likely that we will have a five morning option for those who are
interested and could have students attend only on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days. We really would appreciate your prayers as we work out all of the
remaining details.

Among our 18 students there have been twelve requests for the Stone
Soup tuition reduction and five or six requests for scholarship infor-
mation. We will have four sets of siblings who will get a tuition reduc-
tion. Gifts for our scholarship fund are always appreciated or watch

for our annual Stone Soup donation dinner in January and join us for soup
and fellowship.

Valley Preschool starts the week of September 11th this year.

()] % Prayer Chain Opportunities

email &
i
phone

Prayer changes things. 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 tells us to “Be joyful always; pray con-
tinually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.
This admonition is a powerful reminder to us as Christians that prayer is essential in our

on the list unless you contact us otherwise. If you want to receiver the prayer chain

‘ PRAYER CHAINZ v lives. With this in mind, we invite women and men to become involved in the prayer
‘ D chain ministry of the church. If you already on the prayer chain, your name will remain

requests via phone or email, please contact the church office at 567-2264. Thank you.

From the

Library Shelves

al
1]

Q)

)

©
0|

|
i

n |

Did you know...your church library has Large Print books for those who find that format easier to read?

Did you know...we also have books on CD, from biographies to Christian living to fiction and more?

Did you know...in our children’s room we have a separate shelf of books just for our beginning readers? And
there are even chapter books such as the Imagination Station series by Marianne Hering on the shelves for the
more advanced but still young readers.

Did you know... there is also fictional history such as the books by Dave and Neta Jackson, and the Dear
America/My America series for our junior readers? There are also many stories about horses, dogs, and even
a hamster. Does your child enjoy reading mysteries? We have the Three Cousins Detective Club series by
Elspeth Campbell Murphy, the Hardy Boys by Franklin Dixon, the Nancy Drew series by Carolyn Keene,

and others.

Come on in, have a look around and find your item to enjoy!!

please contact
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MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY

The Nursery has faithful volunteers who clean our toys and laundry every week!
Once every three months (quarterly) we would like to do a deep clean of all the large
equipment surfaces, toy bins, and cloth parts of swings and entertainment centers.

If anyone would be interested in committing to a year of quarterly deep cleaning,

Jan Schilke at 585-567-4889 or text 716-904-2678. Thank you



September 2023 HWC Youth News:

Youth Group in September

e Sept 3 - Kick-off Party — Pizza Scavenger Hunt! 6-8 at the church.
e Sept 10 - “"Most Likely To...” A series on leading like Jesus!

e Sept 17 - Great Leaders Choose Love

e Sept 24 - Great Leaders Choose Integrity

e Oct 1- Great Leaders Follow God’s Lead

This fall we lead off with a series about what it looks like to be leaders wherever
God leads us. The series is called, “Most Likely to...”. We can’t wait to see how you lead!

Prayer Breakfast begins on WEDNESDAY Sept 13, 7am in the Community Room
Sept 13, 20, 27

(For the HWCYG annual permission slip click here. Or scan here!) ----- >

T

Discipleship Hour (SS) in September:

e Sept 3 - Parents meeting in the Community Room! 9:45 am /

Ask questions, get critical info, listen to the plan for the year, and sign an annual permission slip.
Youth Group parents, this one is for you. (Also...donuts.) &

e Sept 10 - Youth Staff Meeting! Students go to Sunday School with their parents.
e Sept 17 - This fall we'll look at the gospels. We'll be in Matthew, Sept 17, 24, and Oct 1.

Upcoming Events:

Follow — Dec 28-31 - at the Duke Energy Convention Center in Cincinnati, OH.

- If you register before Sept 25 the cost is $250
- After Sept 25, but before Nov 1, $300

DECEMBER 28-30 FOLLOWCONFERENCE.ORG
CINCINNATI, OHIO

The HWC Youth Group will leave from HWC at 8 am on Dec 28 and
return at approximately 5 pm on Dec 31. Your registration cost
includes Hotel, conference admittance, travel, and food. You will
need to pay for your own lunch on the days we travel. We'll stop for
EMPOWERED fast food. Partial and full scholarships are available! Ask PJ about

INTERNATIONAL WESLEYAN YOUTH CONVENTION th ose

Register for Follow 2023 here! — "rlﬂ u

Check out the promo video here! (watch closely, you will see people you recognize! & )

If you attend Follow, District Winter Retreat (Jan 26-28, 2024) will be half-price ($50).



https://na4.documents.adobe.com/public/esignWidget?wid=CBFCIBAA3AAABLblqZhAg2_fEGDCt71rbUrshkwrqoFwrZCzHuT6YYMw_zSeiMe_oYW4imDSSb5Ls5pzcRis*
https://hwc.breezechms.com/form/72a725
https://www.dropbox.com/s/63c1zgsy3l65bbe/Follow%202023%203min.mp4?dl=0

Wellspring Ministries

- just down the road about 17 minutes south from Houghton.
Have you wondered what it is, why it exists, and if you should visit?

Misperceptions are common.

Here are a few:

Wellspring Ministries is:
-only for the needy or destitute
-expecting $ donations for items, including lunch
-not welcoming to children
-a place where. if I visit, I will not know anyone
-not for me; if [ take any item it may mean another goes without
-just like Goodwill or Salvation Army
-a place I can drop off things instead of the dump
-too hard for me to get up the steps; I need a ramp.

Bottomline - COME, VISIT, ENJOY. Prove your misperceptions wrong.
We are open every Wednesday and Friday from 10 am to 1:15, with lunch at 11:55. We have lots of children's clothing
for back to school. ( BTW - If you have extra garden produce, we'd love to share that with others.)

Here is our Mission statement in part: "To share the gospel of Jesus Christ
with the people of Allegany County
and beyond, by providing food, clothing,
and household goods;
and to mentor them to become all that
God created them to be."

Note: Closed Friday, Sept. 1 for Labor Day weekend.
"The good person out of his good treasure brings forth good." -Matt. 12:36
Beth Beardsley ( for the Board.)

S g

Our Wednesday morning Women's Bible Study will begin on Wednesday, Sept. 13
{at 9:30-10:45 am in the Good Shepherd Room (under the sanctuary). This first session will
be a time of getting acquainted, introducing the study and having a time of prayer.

BI B I_E We will be studying Profiles of Perseverance — Joseph, David, Elijah, Nehemiah, using

: S'I'U DY Melanie Newton's easy to follow study guide. Since we don't have a permanent leader, each
[N S

uufﬁp 5

Wemen's

member will participate in facilitating sessions throughout the year. If you are interested,
please come join us.

The Healing J ourney Bible Stlldy for Ladies is being offered at Fillmore Wesleyan Church.
This study is a proven opportunity to help women get past emotional, mental, and spiritual barriers keeping
them from living the life they were created for. It provides an extremely effective environment to work on false
beliefs, victim behavior and much more. The purpose goes beyond knowing the biblical road to freedom; the
purpose is to get free. This is a 29-week study that starts on Thursday September 7th and runs each Thursday
from 6:00 — 8:15pm in the Fillmore Wesleyan Church ~ Fellowship Hall. The cost for materials is $75. We
would love to have you join us. For questions or to register, contact Gloria Poorman (585)610-3871, Vaughn
Hark (585)567-4893 or pick up a registration form at the Houghton Wesleyan Church office.
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GENESFEF

LT WrapUp

The 2023 Rapids season will be one that will be remembered for a long time. The 9™ season of Rapids baseball ended
with a trip to the NYCBL Western Division Championship series where they fell to the Olean Oilers.

In the regular season, Genesee finished with a record of 19-23. The 19 regular season wins were the most for a Rapids
team since 2017.

Houghton University and the Genesee Rapids were the hosts of the annual NYCBL All-Star Game. Seven Rapids were
named members of the Western Division All-Stars: Rion Kojima, Dalton Cody, Spencer Crane, Ka’ala Tam, Ethan Cet-
ton, Owen Clark and Konrad Kisch. Rion Kojima, Eli MacDonald and Spencer Crane were all named to the postseason
AIl-NYCBL Team.

One highlight of this season was the annual Kids’ Day Game. Over 1,000 fans were in attendance including students
from six different schools.

Another important part of the success of the Rapids each year are the host families that open up their homes and lives to
making the young men who come each summer feel welcome and a part of the community. We want to give a huge
thank you to the community this year for your continued support of the Rapids. This year, we had record attendance, and
so many players and parents commented on how welcomed they felt.

The mission of the Genesee Rapids is to present to baseball players, coaches, and all whom they influence, the challenge
and adventure of living for Jesus Christ in a needy world, through the game of baseball. One of the ways this mission is
met is through inten8onal sharing of the gospel and God’s truths through weekly Bible study. Paul Shea, retired Assistant
Pastor of Houghton Wesleyan Church, and Alex Wright, Assistant Professor of Management Business Administration at
Houghton University, were this year’s team chaplains. Throughout the summer, they challenged the team to grow in their
faith and understanding of God’s love for them through His son, Jesus Christ, in their study of John. Many of the team
members expressed appreciation for the studies and how they helped them grow closer in their relationship with God.

As we look back at the 2023 season with great memories, it is not too soon to look ahead. 2024 will mark the
10"anniversary season of the Genesee Rapids. We hope to see you at the ballpark as we celebrate next summer!

Thank you!

Thank you to all who helped with the Barbeque following church on Sunday, August 13th. We had a
tremendous turn-out and a wonderful time together. We so appreciate all who helped with set-up, helping in
the kitchen and with the food, and with clean-up.

Thank you to all who helped with the Ice Cream Kick-off on Sunday afternoon, August 20". We had a beau-
tiful afternoon and a great time. Again, thank you to all who helped with set-up, scooping ice cream, helping
in the kitchen, and with clean-up. We appreciate all of the time and energy that went into both of these
special events.

il o ; Praying for the Grieving Families and Friends of
*S%p. 9 ¢ % Bruce and Darwin Schierer (Dr. Calvin Schierer’s brothers)

& . o
 Bill Getty



SUNDAYS IN SEPTEMBER

September 3 8:30 a.m. (Outdoor) /11:00 a.m. (Indoot/Streaming)
am. When You Feel Unloved (Genesis 29)

September 10 (8:30 a.m. (Outdoor) / 11:00 a.m. (Streaming)
a.m. When You Feel Forgotten (Genesis 40)

September 17 (8:30 a.m. (Outdoor) / 11:00 a.m. (Streaming)
a.m. When You Feel the Reality of Evil (Exodus 1)

September 24 (8:30 a.m. (Outdoor) / 11:00 a.m. (Streaming)
a.m. When Yon Feel Overshadowed (1 Samuel 17)

THREE DAYS o
NIVERSITY FOR L
o HEOV?\(IEI:T\ONNO‘I:SHIP AND SPIRITUAL RENEW

R 4

. REV. SANTES BEATTY

y St

for revival
the Public
and Open to
Free Al Ave Welcome

Sept 12
Mo Sept 11 Tues, 5%

Sun, Sept 10

HOUGHTON UNIVERSITY

) John and Charles
Wesley Chaf"*‘

CHURCH STAFF

Wes Oden, Senior Pastor
567-2024 wesoden@hwchurch.org

Jon Cole, Youth Pastor
307-9950 joncole@hwchurch.org

Cindy Oden, Assistant Pastor
567-2024 cindyoden@hwchurch.org

Grace Deitrick, Pastoral Assistant

gracedeitrick@hwchurch.org

David Huizenga, Music & Worship Director
585-365-5863 davidhuizenga@hwchurch.org

Emily Spateholts, Children’s Ministry
808-8925 emilyspateholts@hwchurch.or

Judy Congdon, Organist & Choral Director
judycongdon@hwchurch.org

Church Office 585-567-2264

office@hwchurch.org
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to noon & 1 to 4 p.m.

q

Sl
FOOD
PANTRY

NEEDS

The shelves have no breakfast cereals, rice, or fruit
juices. We are very low in most areas such as soups,
fruits and vegetables, potatoes, casserole mixes,
coffee, laundry detergent, soap, tooth paste, dish
washing liquid.

UNIVERSITY FfELLOWSHIP

or all university students

Good Shepherd Room

v ¥ KALEIDOSCOPE
A for all adults
' Community Room

THE CHOSEN
Board Room
MOMS THAT PRAY
EXPOSITION
'°'§2§fn“‘3«

5 DEVOTIONAL CLASSICS

for all adults

Room 11

WOMEN OF THE WORD

for women of all ages

Room 7 *‘
ﬁ COFFEE & CONNECTIONS
for parents
Room 105

Celebrate Recovery Meets
Thursdays, 7:00 PM in Room 105 across
from the Church Library

CR is safe place to find community and freedom
from the issues
that are controlling our lives.
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