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Dear Friends,

In light of the recent resignation of Amanda Cox as Worship Director, we have been praying about our next

steps. We assume that you have been thinking and praying about this important decision as well. We are now

pleased to inform you of our plan for moving forward.

The Elders have asked Pastor David Huizenga to take on the Music and Worship Director position, adding
this to his current responsibilities of Discipleship and College Ministry. David has graciously and joyfully
agreed to this request.

David has over two decades of classical training in piano and violin, an abiding appreciation for gospel
hymns, and over fifteen years of planning and leading contemporary blended worship services in settings such
as InterVarsity Christian Fellowship (Grand Rapids), Resurrection Community Church (Philadelphia), and the
International Christian Church of Yaoundé (Cameroon). At two different secondary schools he developed
and taught coursework on a Christian theology of the musical and visual arts. Having spent about half of his
life in Houghton and half of it elsewhere, he has significant understanding of the HWC community and
brings to it a breadth of other musical and worship experiences.

We recognize that adding more responsibilities to an already existing full-time role is untenable by itself. For
this reason, we have also decided to hire Grace Deitrick as a half-time assistant to David. Grace’s primary role
will be in the area of Discipleship, though her involvement will certainly stretch to other areas as well.

Grace, who has been active in our church during her four years at Houghton, has completed the requirements
to be a Licensed Minister in The Wesleyan Church. Following normal interviews and the approval of the
WNY District Conference in June, she will be so licensed. Grace 1s a Houghton University student who will
be walking at graduation on May 13, though she has a couple of courses to complete in the fall.

The transition of David’s responsibilities will take place in the first part of July. Grace is already committed to
spend June and July in Vienna, Austria with Global Partners, which means that her employment at HWC will
commence the first part of August.

In addition to all of this, we have asked Judy Congdon, our church organist, to take on the responsibility of
directing the church choir. Judy, who readily accepts the responsibility, has a doctorate degree in organ and a
second doctorate in worship. She brings a lifetime of experience to this important role.

We recognize that this plan will look different than our current arrangement. We are excited about it
nonetheless and see great potential for moving forward. As I mentioned in my previous letter, we will miss
Amanda, but as God leads her, we are confident that He 1s leading us as well.

Thank you for your prayers for David, Grace, and Judy and all of our pastoral staff. Thank you for your
continued support of your church. We look forward to all that God 1s going to do 1n us and through us in the
coming year.

Blessings,

Jidy ] S Bref s

Wesley Oden, Senior Pastor /  Daryl Stevenson, Elders Vice-Chair
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