
 

April 4, 2023 

Dear Houghton Church Friends, 

This is Holy Week, so there are some additions and changes to our schedule. Here is a quick overview; more 
information is below. 

Thursday, April 6 (Maundy Thursday) 
   6:30 p.m.  Maundy Thursday Service 

Friday, April 7 (Good Friday) 
 7:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Prayer in the Sanctuary (Pastors available, 10:00am – 3:00pm) 

 3:00 p.m.   Organ Meditation (Church Sanctuary) 

Sunday, April 9 (Easter) 
   7:45 a.m.  Easter Baptism Service 

   8:30 a.m.  Easter Breakfast 

 10:00 a.m.  Worship Service 

Maundy Thursday Service: Maundy Thursday commemorates the last night of Jesus’s life and his conversation 
with his disciples. This service focuses on his commandment to love one another, on his initiation of The 
Lord’s Supper, the stripping of the church and the Tenebrae service of darkness in recognition of the events 
of Good Friday. 

Good Friday Prayer and Meditation: The sanctuary will be open 7am to 7pm for silent contemplation and 
prayer. Retreat from the busyness of life before the cross in the sanctuary. Prayer guides and children’s 
materials will be available. Pastoral staff are available between 10am-3pm to pray with you. There will be an 
Organ meditation 3 – 4pm. 

Sunday Morning: We continue our Easter practice of baptism, followed by breakfast and finally a combined 
worship service. The Baptism and Worship Services will be streamed. Kids Connect, Discipleship Hour and 
Youth Sunday School will not meet this week. 

Sunday Sermon: My Easter sermon this Sunday focuses on one more question of Jesus, Do You Have Anything 
Here to Eat? (Luke 24:41). 

HWC Kids 
• Kids Connect:   This week, kids hear about Jesus’ death and resurrection. BIG IDEA: Jesus is alive today 

and every day! BIBLE: Matthew 27:45-28:10 
• April Memory Verse: "He is not here; he has risen!” — Luke 24:6a (NIV) 
• Easter Story Search:  Wednesday is the last day for the Easter story search.  Join us in the hunt in the 

sanctuary. 

Coffee Ministry: We have tremendous need for volunteers to do set-up or clean-up of our Sunday morning coffee 
ministry. Volunteers sign up for open weeks on a calendar and can choose as many or as few Sundays as 
they’d like. Please contact Pastor David for more info (davidhuizenga@hwchurch.org). 
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Did you know that for the Easter breakfast we will be using 46 dozen eggs, 45 pounds of ham, 45 pounds of 
potatoes, 18 dozen pastries, 11 loaves of bread, 9 pounds of apples, 23 pounds of oranges, 16 gallons of 
orange juice, 1 gallon of milk, and lots and lots and lots of coffee! The Easter Breakfast is a fundraiser for 
our Youth Group. Donations will be welcomed at the breakfast. If you would like to donate anything in 
advance to help with these preparations—either food (we need some of everything except apples) or on site 
assistance (Set up and pre-cooking: Saturday, 2:00 – 5:00, Cooking and serving: Sunday, 7:00am, Clean 
up: Sunday after breakfast), please contact Pastor Jon Cole (joncole@hwchurch.org / 585-307-9950) by 
Wednesday. 

Church Finances 
• Here are the giving totals for the fiscal year (June 2022 – May 2023). 

Budget Needed: $706,245.76 / Budget Received: $692,403.98 

• Thank you for your generosity that enables us to serve one another and others. And thank you for your 
ongoing generosity that will enable us to finish the fiscal year (May 31) on a positive note. 

• In addition to the offering in our worship services, you are invited to use online giving or to drop off or 
mail your check to the church (P.O. Box 127, Houghton, NY 14744). 

• If you would like to see any church financial information, contact the church office. 

Streaming: Send your comments, ideas or words of gratitude about the streaming to streaming@hwchurch.org. 

If you have questions, concerns or needs, do not hesitate to contact us (585-567-2264, office@hwchurch.org, or 
any of us individually). If you have needs in the coming weeks, please let us know. 

You continue to be in our prayers. We pray God’s grace and comfort upon you. 

Blessings, 
Pastor Wes 
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