
 

March 28, 2023 

Dear Houghton Church Friends, 

Here’s some information related to the life of the church this week. 

Sunday Morning Information: This Sunday we continue with our regular morning schedule: Worship (8:30 and 
11:00). The 11:00 service will be streamed. Kids Connect, Discipleship Hour and Youth Sunday School (9:45). 

Sunday Sermon: This Sunday is Palm Sunday. I will be preaching about one more of the questions Jesus asks from 
the time of his arrest to his death. This week’s sermon is based on Jesus’s question in Matthew 27:45-54, My 
God, my God, why have you abandoned me? 

HWC Kids 
• "Rise & Shine," it's April! On a farm, life has a daily rhythm (for plants, animals, and people, too). “Life” is 

what this series is all about, because we’re talking about Easter and Jesus’ triumph over death! In this five-
week series, kids will explore the stories leading up to and following Easter Sunday. Together, they’ll discover 
we can stick with Jesus even when our days are dark, and that because Jesus is alive, we can spend our days 
meeting with him, trusting he’s there for us, and sharing his love — not just today, but every day! 

• This week in Kids Connect, kids hear about the time Peter denied knowing Jesus. BIG IDEA: I can stick with 
Jesus when my day is dark. BIBLE: Matthew 26:31-35; 57-75; Philippians 2:5-11 

• Easter story search: Starting Wednesday, for one week, come to the Sanctuary anytime the Church is open for 
an Easter story search. Start at the first page, then search for the next and the next until you've read the whole 
story. An Easter "gift" waits for you at the end. 

• Palm Sunday: All children are welcome to join in the traditional palm processional at the start of both services 
this Sunday in celebration of Palm Sunday. 

All Women: Come relax together with Breakfast and a Movie this Saturday, April 1, beginning at 9 am. We’ll enjoy 
watching the love story of Catherine Marshall—the author of the novel Christy—and her husband Peter, who 
became the chaplain of the U.S. Senate. Watch for more details. 

Easter Lilies: The Church welcomes your Easter lilies for Easter Sunday, April 9th. We have purchased several lilies 
which you may purchase for $15.00 each or you may bring your own lily to drop off a t the church office by 
Good Friday, April 7th. If you would like to purchase one or more lilies, you may use the online giving option, 
mail a check to the church office (indicate Easter lilies), or drop off payment at the church office. If you wish 
to purchase a lily in memory or in honor of a loved one, please email (pattystalker@hwchurch.org) or call 
Patty (567-2264) with your information by Monday, April 3rd. Thank you. 

Coffee Ministry: We have tremendous need for volunteers to do set-up or clean-up of our Sunday morning coffee 
ministry. Volunteers sign up for open weeks on a calendar and can choose as many or as few Sundays as 
they’d like. Please contact Pastor David for more info (davidhuizenga@hwchurch.org). 
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Did you know that starting tomorrow for one week, there will be an Easter story search set up in the sanctuary and 
foyer area for HWC kids and their families (and anyone else who wants to participate!)?  Come anytime the 
sanctuary is open, start at the first page and search for the next, and the next, until you’ve finished the story, 
where a small Easter reward awaits! 

Church Finances 
• Here are the giving totals for the fiscal year (June 2022 – May 2023). 

Budget Needed: $690,194.72 / Budget Received: $677,732.95 

• Thank you for your generosity that enables us to serve one another and others. And thank you for your ongoing 
generosity that will enable us to finish the fiscal year (May 31) on a positive note. 

• In addition to the offering in our worship services, you are invited to use online giving or to drop off or mail 
your check to the church (P.O. Box 127, Houghton, NY 14744). 

• If you would like to see any church financial information, contact the church office. 

Streaming: Send your comments, ideas or words of gratitude about the streaming to streaming@hwchurch.org. 

If you have questions, concerns or needs, do not hesitate to contact us (585-567-2264, office@hwchurch.org, or any of 
us individually). If you have needs in the coming weeks, please let us know. 

You continue to be in our prayers. We pray God’s grace and comfort upon you. 

Blessings, 
Pastor Wes 
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