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December 20, 2022
Dear Houghton Church Friends,

Here is some information for this coming week. Don’t forget to take a look at the Did you know?
item.

Sunday Morning Information: This Sunday is Christmas Day! We will gather at 10:00 a.m. for one
abbreviated worship service (30-45 minutes).

Christmas Eve Services: Saturday, December 24 we are hosting Christmas Eve Services at 4:00pm
and at 6:00pm. These annual gatherings include the singing of Christmas carols, reading the
scriptures that tell of Christ’s birth and lighting of candles. The 6:00 service will be streamed.

Christmas Eve Offering: We join together in prayer for God to bless our annual Christmas Eve
Offering. The church Global Missions Committee has chosen to partner with Wycliffe
Thailand in construction of a new Headquarters Center for mobilizing Bible translation across
S.E. Asia. Gifts may be received until the end of December in all the church avenues of giving
and/or the offering taken December 24th.

HWC Kids

e Christmas morning: Kids (and families) are invited to wear their Christmas pajamas to Church
for the 10:00am service. They will also be invited to the front to sing along with the worship
team the song that they have been practicing in Kids Connect Assembly Time. If you want to
practice at home, you can find the song with motions here
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V0h-Qjiyc24)

e No in-person Kids Connect this Sunday, but virtual materials will be sent home on Friday.
This week, kids hear about how angels appeared to the shepherds and told them the good
news about Jesus’ birth! BIG IDEA: Jesus is God’s love for everyone. BIBLE: Luke 2:1-20

e Kids ministry options over the holidays:

o 25th - No nursery or children's church or Kids Connect
o 1st - Nursery and children's church (no Kids Connect)
o 8th - Nursery and children's church (no Kids Connect)
o 15th - All programs resume as normal).

Did you know that H. Willard Ortlip designed, painted and installed the Heart of Christmas nativity
now displayed in the front yard of the church and that it first appeared around 1950, over 70
years ago?
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Church Finances
e Here are the giving totals for the fiscal year (June 2022 — May 2023).

Budget Needed: $465,480.16 / Budget Received: $429,753.93

e Our church fiscal year began June 1. Thank you for your prayers and your generosity related
to this important dynamic in the life of our church.

e For financial gifts, we encourage you to use online giving or to mail your check to the church
(P.O. Box 127, Houghton, NY 14744).

e Ifyou would like to see any church financial information, contact the church office.

Streaming Information
e Send your comments, ideas or words of gratitude about the streaming to
streaming(@hwchurch.org.

If you have questions, concerns or needs, do not hesitate to contact us (585-567-2264,
office@hwchurch.org, or any of us individually). If you have needs in the coming weeks, please let
us know.

You continue to be in our prayers. We pray God’s grace and comfort upon you.

Blessings,
Pastor Wes
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