
 

December 6, 2022 

Dear Houghton Church Friends, 

Here is some information for this coming week and weeks to come. Don’t forget to take a look at the 
Did you know? item. 

Sunday Worship Schedule 
  8:30 a.m. – Indoor Worship 

  9:45 a.m. – Discipleship Hour (Youth and Adults) / KidsMin Connect (Children) 

11:00 a.m. – Indoor/Streaming Worship 

Sunday Morning Sermon: This Sunday is the Third Sunday of Advent. In addition to lighting the 
Advent candles, singing some of the Advent carols and reading some of the Advent scriptures, I 
will be preaching about the angel’s appearance to Joseph: Angelic Good News in Our Self-
Protection (Matthew 1:18-25). 

HWC Kids 
• Kids Connect: This week, hear about how an angel appeared to Mary and gave her wonderful 

and impossible news. BIG IDEA: Jesus calms our fears.  BIBLE: Luke 1:26-38 
• Recap of last week's lesson:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VXQ6l1uUFNQ 
• Christmas "Camp-Out" - Join us for Kids Club on Saturday, Dec. 17th from 9:30-11 for a 

Christmas celebration around the [indoor] campfire! 

Discipleship: Kaleidoscope this Sunday: The Templetons’ sharing of their family journey has been 
postponed until sometime after Christmas. Instead, Kaleidoscope will feature the Paul Young’s 
study in 1 John (still in Community Room.)! 

Update on The Chosen this Saturday, 7:00pm: Just this morning we learned that the studio will 
release the season 3 episodes via a new app in December rather than in March (when they will 
make DVDs available.) We’re still enthusiastically going ahead with the planned big-screen 
showing on Saturday in the church gym. Purchase tickets (using this link) and join us for the 
movie, free popcorn and fellowship! 

Christmas Carol Sing and Cookie Reception: December 18th at 4:00 p.m.  Bring your instruments.  
Bring a plate of cookies to share (leave them in the church kitchen) before joining voices in 
celebrating our annual Carol Sing in the Sanctuary. 

Christmas Poinsettias: The Church welcomes your Christmas Poinsettias to help beautify the 
sanctuary for Christmas.  We have purchased several poinsettias which you may purchase for 
$12.00 each or you may bring your own to drop off at the church on December 16th.  If you 
wish to purchase a poinsettia in memory or in honor of a loved one, please email 
(office@hwchurch.org) or call Patty Stalker at 567-2264 with your information by December 
12th.   

 

https://brushfire.com/faithcontentnetwork/thechosenS3/545542/tickets
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Christmas Eve Offering: We join together in prayer for God to bless our annual Christmas Eve 
Offering. The church Global Missions Committee has chosen to partner with Wycliffe Thailand 
in construction of a new Headquarters Center for mobilizing Bible translation across S.E. Asia. 
Gifts may be received until the end of December in all the church avenues of giving and/or the 
offering taken December 24th. 

Did you know that our incredibly generous congregation as raised $80,000 in the last five Christmas 
Eve Offerings for Puerto Rico Wesleyan Academy, Badr City Church in Egypt, Canaan school 
near Port-au Prince Haiti, Houghton Academy exchange program and LaGonave Hospital 
Haiti. We are excited for what God will do though us for Wycliffe Thailand this Christmas. 

Church Finances 
• Here are the giving totals for the fiscal year (June 2022 – May 2023). 

Budget Needed: $433,378.08 / Budget Received: $389,548.81 

• Our church fiscal year began June 1. Thank you for your prayers and your generosity related to 
this important dynamic in the life of our church. 

• For financial gifts, we encourage you to use online giving or to mail your check to the church 
(P.O. Box 127, Houghton, NY 14744). 

• If you would like to see any church financial information, contact the church office. 

Streaming Information 
• Send your comments, ideas or words of gratitude about the streaming to 

streaming@hwchurch.org. 

If you have questions, concerns or needs, do not hesitate to contact us (585-567-2264, 
office@hwchurch.org, or any of us individually). If you have needs in the coming weeks, please let us 
know. 

You continue to be in our prayers. We pray God’s grace and comfort upon you. 

Blessings, 
Pastor Wes 
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