
 

November 29, 2022 

Dear Houghton Church Friends, 

Here is some information for this coming week and weeks to come. Don’t forget to take a look at the 
Did you know? item. 

Sunday Worship Schedule 
  8:30 a.m. – Indoor Worship 

  9:45 a.m. – Discipleship Hour (Youth and Adults) / KidsMin Connect (Children) 

11:00 a.m. – Indoor/Streaming Worship 

Sunday Morning Sermon: This Sunday is the Second Sunday of Advent. In addition to lighting the 
Advent candles, singing some of the Advent carols and reading some of the Advent scriptures, I 
will be preaching about the angel’s appearance to Mary: Angelic Good News in Our Uncertainty 
(Luke 1:26-8). We will also be receiving Holy Communion this Sunday. 

HWC Kids 
• Kids Connect in December - City of Angels:   "Why are there so many Christmas songs about 

angels? Because angels show up all throughout the Christmas story with great news! In this 
four-week series, kids will explore the foundational stories of Jesus’ birth with a focus on the 
angels who were there to witness them! From the city where Jesus was born, to the cities we 
live in today, the angels’ message is just as important now as it was then! Jesus is God’s plan, 
calms our fears, makes everything new, and is God’s love for everyone." 

• This Week:   Kids hear about how an angel appeared to Zechariah and told him he would have 
a son. THE BIG IDEA: Jesus is God’s plan. THE BIBLE: Luke 1:5—25; Isaiah 11:1—5 

• December Memory Verse:  “But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good 
news that will cause great joy for all the people’.” — Luke 2:10 (NIV) 

• December Kids Club:  Christmas Campout on Saturday, December 17th from 9:30-11:00am 

Discipleship 
• This Sunday at Kaleidoscope (Discipleship Hour, 9:45am, Community Room), Claire from the 

Allegany County Office of the Aging will present “Caregiving During the Holidays.” Whether 
a caregiver yourself, or simply a friend or family member of a caregiver, come and learn how 
you can be a supportive presence during the unique challenges of this season.  

• Special thanks to all those who provided food for HU international students here over 
Thanksgiving break. The students expressed great appreciation for it! 

Christmas Eve Offering: We join together in prayer for God to bless our annual Christmas Eve 
Offering.  The church Global Missions Committee has chosen to partner with Wycliffe 
Thailand in construction of a new Headquarters Center for mobilizing Bible translation across 
S.E. Asia.  Gifts may be received until the end of December in all the church avenues of giving 
and/or the offering taken December 24th.  



 

 

 

Did you know that numerous students in our University Fellowship class gather for lunch together in 
the HU dining hall after the 11am worship service on Sundays—and they have specifically 
expressed an interested in having HWC folks of any age join them. Get your lunch there and 
look for them at a table or two in the far corner. 

Church Finances 
• Here are the giving totals for the fiscal year (June 2022 – May 2023). 

Budget Needed: $417,327.04 / Budget Received: $372,135.28 

• Our church fiscal year began June 1. Thank you for your prayers and your generosity related to 
this important dynamic in the life of our church. 

• For financial gifts, we encourage you to use online giving or to mail your check to the church 
(P.O. Box 127, Houghton, NY 14744). 

• If you would like to see any church financial information, contact the church office. 

Streaming Information 
• Send your comments, ideas or words of gratitude about the streaming to 

streaming@hwchurch.org. 

If you have questions, concerns or needs, do not hesitate to contact us (585-567-2264, 
office@hwchurch.org, or any of us individually). If you have needs in the coming weeks, please let us 
know. 

You continue to be in our prayers. We pray God’s grace and comfort upon you. 

Blessings, 
Pastor Wes 
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